
 

 

Statement for Immediate Release: January 25, 2019 

 

Inter Tribal Health Authority files civil claim against the First Nations Health Authority 

and Canada in latest effort to resolve the conflict between the two health organizations 

 

On January 24, 2019, the Inter-Tribal Health Authority (ITHA), Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw 

Nations and Tseycum First Nation jointly filed a civil claim against First Nations Health 

Authority (FNHA) and Canada alleging breach of contractual duties and breach of 

fiduciary duty. Other First Nations will be joining the lawsuit, including the 

Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis Nation. 

 

As the conflict between ITHA and FNHA persists, the ITHA continues to advocate for 

mediation as a means of arriving at an amicable solution to this conflict with FNHA for the 

communities and Indigenous people we serve. 

   

“FNHA’s alleged termination of the ITHA funding agreements directly conflicts with the 

wishes of many of our Chiefs and communities,” stated ITHA Executive Director, Trish 

Cassidy. “We have taken this latest step because we believe that our people have the right to 

determine the health care provider for their families. This was the promise of a new 

authority when the FNHA assumed operations in 2013, and FNHA needs to be held 

accountable. Our preference is to mediate, and we will continue to press to ensure that our 

people’s rights are respected.”  

 

Despite a growing number of Band Council Resolutions from Vancouver Island and Coastal 

First Nations urging mediation, sadly, ITHA’s continued requests to mediate have been 

blatanly ignored by FNHA. ITHA is deeply troubled by FNHA’s actions, denying ITHA the 

opportunity to meet with and discuss the ongoing dispute. This has led ITHA to take this 

latest step of filing a civil claim. FNHA’s continued dismissal of serious concerns is 

troublesome and calls into question the procedure fairness, overall governance and 

accountability of the FNHA.  

 

In a recent CBC article, FNHA referred to its relationship with ITHA as a “business 

relationship.” ITHA takes issue with this cold and sterile characterization and is concerned 

about the FNHA’s commitment to the 7 Directives, in particular Directive #4 which directs 



 

 

FNHA to “Foster Meaningful Collaboration and Partnership.” ITHA does not believe that 

caring for our people should ever be defined as a “business relationship.”   

 

 “FNHA continues to ignore our protocols and our requests to resolve this matter 

amicably,” stated ITHA Board Director Chief Paddy Walkus. “Their actions are an afront 

to our own culture, practices and traditions. Culture, practices and traditions are the 

foundations upon which the ITHA was built and continues to operate to this day.”  

 

ITHA wishes to express our gratitude to the number of First Nations leaders and 

communities that are speaking out in support of mediation and a resolution of these serious 

matters for our communities and people.  

 

About the Inter-Tribal Health Authority 

 

ITHA is the largest First Nations health delivery organization in Canada, providing service 

to 52 First Nations on Vancouver Island and Coastal Mainland and serving 48,000 First 

Nations peoples. For over 20 years, ITHA has been supporting its Member Nations by 

enhancing the quality of life and well-being through relevant health services, community 

development, and professional development. ITHA provides quality health programs and 

services that include culturally relevant and traditional values for each of our Member 

Nations. These services include a range of 2nd and 3rd level services; Tele-Ophthalmology 

Service, nursing and nursing supervision, mental health support and a number of other 

programs. 

 

For more information or to arrange an interview with ITHA, please contact: 

Maia Schor, Castlemain Group 604-336-8750  mschor@castlemain.com  

 


