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            Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ! Congratulations on your decision to marry and to have 
your union consecrated to God in the Holy Sacrament of Matrimony. The clergy and staff of St. Thomas More 

Parish welcome your decision to celebrate your Faith as part of your marriage. 
 We have prepared this information and planning guide to 

assist you in making your marriage a wonderful, sacred and loving experience with which to begin your lives 
together.

 You have chosen to wed in the Catholic Church. Weddings,
 and the ceremonies surrounding them, have become very complicated, 

expensive and extravagant in modern secular society.  It is for this reason that I encourage you to 
embrace simplicity, humility and modesty as you come before God in His sacred temple.

 Marriage—not the shower, not the reception and not the wedding—is a profoundly 
religious act and a Sacrament of the Catholic Church. You are the ministers, giving yourselves to each other 
without reservation for life and with open hearts to receive life as your children. Priests do not marry you. 

 His presence is the official witness of The Church and his ministry is to lead you in
your vows and to bestow the Church’s nuptial blessing upon your covenant of love. In the Church and Sanctuary at 

the rehearsal and on the great day we must strive to maintain the distinctively
religious character of your marriage.

 Please read, understand and follow the St. Thomas More marriage guidelines set forth
 for your benefit. Be timely in all things related to the premarital

preparation, especially in providing the necessary sacramental documents, and be punctual as an expression of your 
reverence for God and His Holy Church.

With every best wish and prayer for your
 joy and serenity, I remain Yours in the service of Christ,

 -Father Julian P. Harris, Pastor

A Message
from our Pastor



S A I N T  T H O M A S  M O R E                               C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

The Catholic Faith provides us with a very beautiful description of marriage:

As you continue your preparation for 
marriage it is recommended that you 
read the Catechism of The Catholic 
Church paragraphs 1601-1637.

(The Church affirms the following in the Catechism) 1533: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist are sacraments 
of Christian initiation. They ground the common vocation of all Christ’s disciples, a vocation to holiness and to the 
mission of evangelizing the world. They confer the graces needed for the life according to the Spirit during this life 
as pilgrims on the march towards the homeland. (1212)
1534: Two other sacraments, Holy Orders and Matrimony, are directed towards the salvation of others; if they 
contribute as well to personal salvation, it is through service to others that they do so. They confer a particular 
mission in the Church and serve to build up the People of God.

The vocation to marriage is a vocation to service. It is more specifically a call to holy service. This means that your 
ultimate vocation as a married couple will be to make each other saints. Marriage as a sacrament of the Church is a 
bond which is formed not merely by legal contract of the spouses, but by The Holy Spirit.

Just as surely as priest are called by Christ to 
serve the people of God in a Consecrated, dedicated 
live, married people are called by Christ to be the 
instrument through which God’s love is made real 
for each other. The essential components of both 
natural and sacramental marriage are commitment to 
a permanent union, to lifelong fidelity, and openness 
to children. Within the Sacrament of Matrimony, 
the couple commits to help each other grow toward the 
fullness of life in the Lord Jesus.

The Vocation
to Marriage
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The Lakeside shrine to the Blessed Mother at St. 

Thomas More has ironwork that was originally 

between side altars in St. Vincent de Paul Seminary 

Chapel, brickwork that was done by County Mayo’s 

native son Rev. Msgr. William Dever and sanctuary 

imported from Leghorn, Italy. Like the parish, its history is built on 

the union of two great Catholic cultures – the Irish and the Italian/

Sicilian – and two institutions – the seminary and the parish. Founding 

Pastor and seminary professor of homiletics Father Donald Connoly 

celebrated the first Sunday parish Mass for 40 families in the seminary 

chapel on September 24, 1972. The current Pastor, Rev. Julian 

P.Harris celebrates Mass for more than 5,000 families in the great 

church that was dedicated by then- Pastor Frank Lechiara 

in 1988. The first communion class had 27 children back 

in 1974; today more than 700 families enjoy faith 

formation in the new Religious Education Building, 

established under the pastorate of Father Francis 

O’Loughlin. 

Continues on next  page. . .

The History of
St. Thomas More
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Through it all, countless loyal parishioners have worshiped and sacrificed and volunteered 

everything. The history of any parish reminds all to be 

grateful for God’s merciful hands upon the present work 

and to be humbled for all that we survey. All 

of this was carried on the shoulders of 

our brothers and sisters who went 

before and who did the heavy 

lifting in the lean times. The 

parish has grown; thank God, 

it has not lost its way. Christ 

is still the purpose and the 

power of the parishioners’ lives. 

Seminarians still preach as deacons 

in St.Thomas More’s daily chapel. 

The feasts of St. Thomas More and St. Joseph 

are still highpoints of the year, but matured to embrace Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, Blessed Juan Diegoan more.   And still people come as well 

have, to call St. Thomas More home.

Continues on next  page. . .

A House of
Worship...



Engagement dates fill quickly!
 The Certificate of Completion you will receive is to
 be given to the church to be placed in your wedding
 file. If you marry in Florida; a copy of this certificate will 
 entitle you to a discount on the wedding license.

One of the couple must be baptized Catholic. Your celebrant will inform you that all couples 
contemplating marriage in the Palm Beach Diocese are required to participate in a pre-
marriage education course.

• The date and time of the marriage are to be approved by the Pastor or his designee. Do not 

sign a contract with any catering hall until this date is approved. Dates are approved 
contingent of all requirements being met by the couple.

• The Pre‐Nuptial Questionnaire must be completed in writing by the Clergy or their designee who will assist 
you in making your arrangements.

• A certified copy of the baptismal record of both parties must be obtained from the church at which 
you were baptized, and it must be issued not more than six (6) months prior to the wedding.

• Two witnesses for both bride and groom are required to fill out Witness Questionnaire forms to certify 

that both parties are free and eligible to marry.

Parents are the preferred witness, but you may have someone who has known you for a 

considerable length of time. Unless the Celebrant personally knows the couple and can vouch 
for them, the Witness forms must be notarized by a certified Notary.

• The bride and groom are required by the Church to take pre-marital instructions. For
FIRST marriages ONLY, you should register for the Engagement Encounter or Joy Filled
Marriage. You can register online for the programs by going to www.diocesepb.org. Go 
to FAMILY LIFE; then go to ENGAGEMENT ENCOUNTER and follow directions. If you 
don’t have access to a computer you
may register at the Family Life Office, call 561-775-9557. At St. Thomas More, 
the online Engaged Encounter is not acceptable. The engaged couples must 
attend an onsite Engaged Encounter in one of the designated Parishes.

Continues on next  page. . .

Pre-Requisites
& Checklist

S A I N T  T H O M A S  M O R E                               C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H



Starting Over A program for couples who have been married before and have completed the 
annulment process. Call Office of Marriage & Family Life at 561‐775‐9557. The Certificate of 
Completion you will receive is to be given to the church to be placed in your wedding file. If you 
marry in Florida, a copy of this certificate will entitle you to a discount on the wedding license 

when you go to get it.

• All couples must take the PREPARE ENRICH course, which is a self‐diagnostic inventory designed to help couples 
learn more about themselves and their unique relationship. It is not a test, nor is it meant as a predictor of 

success or failure in marriage. It is a tool to help couples identify and work through issues before
marriage.

• Rehearsals will be arranged with our Music Director, Pierre Harris. All Members of the wedding 
party including the person/persons who will be doing your readings should attend the rehearsal. 
Rehearsals are usually held the Friday night before the wedding at 6:15PM.

• A wedding booklet will be used by the Priest/Deacon for your ceremony. Five copies of this 
booklet are needed. Three copies need to be dropped off in the office two weeks before your 
wedding date. One for the Priest, one for the Organist and one for the Vocalist.   Please adress any 
questions you have in regards to the rehersal or the booklet to Mr. Pierre Harris. 

Marriage License:
 

A license needs to be applied for in advance. Contact the Department of 

Internal ffairs. The Marriage License (no more than 30 days old) is to be 

given to the wedding coordinator the night of rehearsal. The witnesses will sign 

the night of the rehearsal the celebrant will sign after the ceremony. A copy of 

the signed license will be placed in your wedding file and the original will 

be sent to the Marriage License Bureau of Palm Beach County. You may call 

the bureau at 561 355 2230 for more information in regards to obtaining your 

license. You will also receive a Certificate for the Sacrament of Matrimony from 

Pre-Requisites
& Checklist
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1. Fees & Scheduling Procedures
If you would like to schedule your wedding here at St. Thomas More Catholic Church, please contact Mrs. Kaiser 
at 561-737-3095. Due to the large number of inquiries we receive, the church does not accept pencil bookings. A 
minimum of 6 months notice for scheduling your wedding is required. 

 If you are an active, registered and tithing in the parish for at least six months, the donation is  as follows:
     $500 for the use of the Church OR $250 for Chapel + $200 processing fee +$200 donation to Clergy +
      Rehearsal fee of $75.00.

 A non‐refundable deposit of $300.00 deposit is required to reserve and confirm your wedding date and the 
balance is due no later than two (2) weeks prior to the ceremony.  There will be an addition $100 security 
deposit for use of Church building.  This deposit will be relinquished if there are damage to the building or 
furniture or must be used to clean building beyond normal wear and tear.

If you are a non parishioner and would like to schedule your wedding at St. 
Thomas More, a booking is confirmed after:   a donation of 
$1000.00 + $200 processing fee  +$200 donation to 
Clergy.
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Important Points
To Remember

The following pages outline important points for you to consider before booking a 
wedding at St. Thomas More Catholic Church.

is so 
also a

re we in t
his w

orld. 

There 
is no 

fear 
in lov

e, bu
t 

perfe
ct lov

e cas
ts ou

t fear
. For 

fear 
has to

 do w
ith pu

nishm
ent, 

and w
hoeve

r fea
rs has

 not 
been 

perfe
cted 

in lov
e.  W

e lov
e 

becau
se he

 first
 love

d us.”
 

 1 John 4
:16-1

9



S A I N T  T H O M A S  M O R E                               C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

2. Celebrant
As you look forward to your wedding day, one of the first things you need to do is contact a Catholic 
Priest who will act as your primary marriage celebrant, usually this will be your local Parish Priest.

If you would like a specific Celebrant for your wedding, please confirm his availability on the day and 
time you have chosen, a minimum of six months notice is preferable. We will try to make every effort 

to accommodate your request; however we will not promise a particular priest for your wedding 
due to many demands from the parish.

A meeting with your celebrant will be scheduled, and he will help you prepare your order of service, 
let you know about the premarriage course and complete the necessary paperwork.

It is customary to give the priest a koha/donation (minimum suggested donation of $250.00) for his 
part in preparing you for your marriage and all that is associated with your wedding ceremony. This 

is given directly to the priest. It is always appropriate to send an invitation to the clergy.

Note:
All inquiries regarding the use of the church need to be 

addressed to Mrs. Kaiser at the Parish Office, 
not to the celebrant of your wedding.

Important Points
To Remember



3. Time of Arrival/Departure
It is ESSENTIAL that brides be on time to avoid conflict between weddings or other events. Therefore, we need an 

assurance that your wedding will start on time before you book.

4. Wedding Party Church Entrance
There are three choices of entry for your wedding party they are as follows:

 Formal Entrance – Groom, Best Man and Celebrant enter from side aisle. Groomsmen enter single file followed 
by bridesmaids, ring barer, flower girl and Maid of Honor. Then the Bride and escort enter. All exit church as 
couples. 

Semi Formal – Groom, Best Man and Celebrant enter from side aisle. Groomsmen enter from side aisle to center 
aisle where they join bridesmaids who have walked half way down the center aisle to meet groomsmen. Maid of 
Honor walks alone just before the Bride and her escort. All exit as couples.

Informal – Groom, Best Man and Celebrant enter from side aisle. Groomsmen and Bridesmaids enter as couples 
except for maid of honor and best man. Maid of Honor enters singularly and Best Man accompanies groom to 
front of altar.

‐If the wedding starts 15 minutes late, there will be no homily.
‐If the wedding starts 20 minutes late, there will be no mass, just the ceremony.
‐If the wedding starts 30 minutes late, it will need to be rescheduled.
‐Weddings will be on Saturdays at 11am & 1pm.  Again, as a courtesy to your guest, Church staff and other 
Church patrons, we must insist that services commence at the appointed time.

Important Points
To Remember
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5. Flowers & Decoration
No more than two (2) baskets are permitted on the altar and white 
flowers only. It is
respectfully requested that the couple donates the altar flowers to 
St. Thomas More. In this way, the newly married couple will be 
remembered at all Masses celebrated during the weekend of their 
Marriage.
Candelabras are not permitted. Flowers and/or bows may 
be placed on the pews, but only attached with padded “S” 
hooks or rubber bands. NO TAPE or any other device which 
will damage the pews is permitted. No fabric is to be used 
blocking entrance to the pews from the center aisle. Florist 
may contact Mrs. Kaiser at the Parish Office at 561‐737‐3095 
if further clarification is needed. 
If you are using a wedding coordinator, please make sure 
they contact the parish office at 561‐737‐3095 for important 
information and requirements during the Mass and 
ceremony.

The following cannot be used inside or
 outside the church for safety reasons:
• Use of runner down aisle for bride
• Runner outside (sometimes placed 
by limo driver)
• The throwing of rose petals, rice, 
confetti, birdseed, etc.
• Blowing of bubbles
• No stage settings of any kind 
to be constructed
• Formal picture taking in the lobby

 Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 

wife: and they shall be one flesh.
(Genesis 2:24)

Important Points
To Remember



6. Unity Candles

Many couples choose to signify that “two have become 

one” by lighting a unity candle during the wedding 

ceremony. Before or at the beginning of the wedding 

ceremony, a representative from each family lights two taper 

candles. During the ceremony, the bride and groom use the two taper 

candles to light a large pillar candle (the “unity candle”) together.

Unity Candles may be used. However, the wedding couple is 

responsible for purchasing both the candles and the candle holder. 

Unity Candles are available for purchase at the St. Thomas More Gift 

Shop. A discount will be given to those who are active members 

of our church.

Important Points
To Remember
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7. Prayer before the Virgin Mary
In some places it is customary for the bride (or the bride and groom together) to place a 
bouquet of flowers before a statue or shrine to the Virgin Mary (assuming one is present 
in the Church); usually the couple then spend a few moments in silent prayer before the shrine. 

Music is frequently played at the same time.
This tradition recognizes the special role that Mary has as the mother not only of God, but 

of the Church and all the faithful. It is natural, then, to request that Mary pray for you as

you begin your own family.
If you wish to include the Prayer in your 

wedding ceremony, ask your parish 
wedding coordinator about the custom.

Hail Mary Hail, 
Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee;

blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners, now and at 

the hour of our death.
Amen.

Important Points
To Remember
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8. Dress Attire
Please remember that you are in a Catholic Church and the Holy 
Sacrament of Marriage should be respected, we kindly ask that the bride 
and bridal party be appropriately dressed. Common sense is a good 
guide when it comes to wedding attire. On the one hand, you want 
your outward appearance to be a sign of your inner dignity, and the 
beauty of the love you share as a 
couple. Groom & Groomsmen should not wear sneakers.
You want to avoid dressing in a way that distracts from the liturgy.

9. Music
The purpose of any Catholic liturgy, including a wedding liturgy, is to give glory 
to God and to sanctify (make holy) the worshipers. Your wedding music should reflect 
that purpose; in other words, it should help the assembly to pray and to give thanks 
to God for your marriage. No secular music is permitted.
All musical arrangements must be at least two months in advance with the 
Parish Music Director. They can be reached at 561-737-3095. The selection 
of music must conform to Liturgical NORMS. Inform the Music 
Director of the scripture readings you have selected so the music may 
be chosen to conform to the guidelines. The Music Director will 
make arrangements with one of our Church vocalists for your 
wedding. You may not use your own vocalist or organist.

     
     

Organist Fee: $200
          Vocalist Fee: $125
                     

These fees should be made payable 

to the individual organist and 

soloist and mailed no later than two 

weeks before the wedding. If these 

fees are not paid by this time, there 

will no music or vocalist for your 

ceremony. Address the envelope to 

the attention of St. Thomas More 

Church Music Director.

Important Points
To Remember

These fees should be made payable 
to St. Thomas More and mailed 

no later than two weeks before the 
wedding.  If these fees are not paid 
by this time, there will no music or 

vocalist for your ceremony.  
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10. Photographers/Videographers

Photographers/Videographers should consult with the officiating priest or wedding coordinator 

prior to the ceremony regarding rules and regulations. It is recommended that you organize your 
picture taking on paper for the most efficient use of time. If you want anyone in your pictures 
(Godparents, aunts, uncles etc.) besides the wedding party, be sure to tell them ahead of time to 

wait in the church. You don’t want to waste time looking for them. At no time should a photographer enter the 
sanctuary, stand on furniture, cause a disruption or delay the proceedings.

If you are getting married at 1:00 PM on Saturday, please be mindful of the fact        
that people will begin arriving for Saturday evening Mass at 2:15 PM.

 We ask that everyone be respectful and keep your voices down while taking pictures. If necessary, 
additional pictures may be taken at the Shrine of Our Lady at the southwest parking lot or St. Peregrine Garden. 
All weddings are allowed 1½ hours from the scheduled starting time. This allows the next wedding or the 
Saturday Vigil Mass to proceed on time. Any delays from the scheduled starting time of the wedding may result 
in a Mass being changed to a service. Also the allotted time for the picture taking may also have to be cut by an 
equal amount of time.

Note:

If there are cultural traditions/customs that you would like considered for your ceremony, please discuss them in advance with the Wedding 
Coordinators. Kindly designate a family member or a friend who is not in the wedding party to be responsible for removing the unity candle, 
the altar flowers if you are not donating them to the Church and bows/flowers from the pews immediately after your ceremony. Since 
parishioners begin arriving for Saturday evening Mass at 2:15PM, there is not time for a receiving line in the church after your wedding. 

Please greet your guests at the reception.

11. Limousine Service:
By rule of the Fire Marshall: No Vehicles should be parked in front of the church during 
the ceremony. Please have your driver park elsewhere until the ceremony has concluded.  

NO LIMOUSINE SHOULD BE PARKED IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH DURING THE CEREMONY
 DUE TO FIRE MARSHALL REQUIREMENTS.

Important Points
To Remember



S A I N T  T H O M A S  M O R E                               C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

As a requirement 

for marriage in the 

Catholic faith, we 

encourage all couples to watch 

this beautiful movie about com-

mitment, love and what it takes to 

have a successful marriage. Please 

arrange to discuss the movie with 

one of our parish counselors or 

deacon.
RENT THE MOVIE

 TODAY IN OUR GIFT SHOP!

FireProof
Your Relationship
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