
What will this cost?

With this Lid Lift, the average house in Poulsbo ($340,000) is 
projected a tax increase of  $7.37/month in 2019. This levy will 
reauthorize the fire levy back to $1.50/$1000 AV and authorize 
the annual revenue increase to be limited by the consumer 
price index rather than 1%, for the next six years. Even with this 
lid lift, the Department will continue to have the second lowest 
tax rate of the Fire Districts in Kitsap County.

    How is the Fire 
    Department Funded? 
 

     Poulsbo Fire is primarily funded
     by property taxes, referred 
     to as a Levy. The two regular  
     levies are a fire levy limited to  
     $1.50/$1,000 of assessed 
     valuation (AV), and an Emer- 
     gency Medical Services levy 
     limited to $.50 /1,000 (AV). 
     These levies were last approved 
     to their limit in 2007 and 2013 
     respectively.  

 
   To reduce the tax burden to the community, the Department 
   has actively and successfully pursued grant opportunities. 
   These grants have allowed for the acquisition of personal 
   protective equipment, a marine safety vessel, heart monitor 
   /defibrillators, idle reduction technology for apparatus, and 
   the addition of three firefighters/EMTs.  
  

Commissioners:  Jim Ingalls - Darryl Milton - Conrad Green - David Ellingson - Jeff Uberuaga

               Fire Chief James Gillard 

During November’s general election, voters 
of your Kitsap Fire District #18/Poulsbo Fire 
Department will be asked to restore the 
regular fire levy to the previously authorized 
rate of $1.50 per $1,000 of assessed property 
value. This levy is the main source of funding 
for the Department, and is necessary to 
sustain current service levels. 

  

  For more information on your Poulsbo Fire Department 
  or the upcoming fire levy, please call Chief James Gillard 
  (360) 779-3997 or email  him at jgillard@poulsbofire.

  What is your tax dollar buying? 
• Three fully staffed stations with nine professionally trained 

firefighters to protect your home, business, and most 
importantly your family - 24 hours a day.

• Advanced emergency medical, fire, and rescue response to 
Poulsbo, Keyport, Vinland, Surfrest, and Port Gamble.

• All 39 firefighters cross trained as EMTs, 15 as paramedics.
• Volunteer firefighters/EMTs,  chaplains, and support staff.
• Response to 3,691 calls and 1,692 patient transports last year.
• Community risk reduction -fire and injury prevention outreach.

Why is this necessary? 

The levy rate of $1.50/$1000 (AV) has 
fallen to $1.35/$1000 (AV) for 2018 and 
is projected futher fall to $1.24/$1000 
(AV). This is due to a state law which 
restricts the Department’s annual reve-
nue growth to 1%. As the cost of living 
(including the value of property) rises 
with inflation, the levy rate is reduced 
to meet the 1% limitation. This creates 
a sustainability issue. Cost increases 
outpace funding despite continued 
efforts to improve efficiency and reduce 
expenditures.

Restoration of the regular fire levy for the Poulsbo Fire Department 


