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of perspective, a generation ago this 
would have been one of the most 
powerful pre-power amplifier combos 
in the world. Even today, it offers a  
lot of bang for your buck.

Looking closer at the STP-SE 
preamplifier, and it’s a fairly plain 
looking thing. Its rugged silver painted 
metal case isn’t particularly well 
finished, although those extra black 
aluminium extrusions confer a sense  
of solidity, as well as breaking up the 
uniform oblong box look in a clever 
way. In the centre of the fascia is a 
bright vacuum fluorescent display 
showing volume and source, and the 
volume knob to the right is actually an 
optical rotary encoder feeding discrete 
Dale RN55d resistors, as opposed to  
a conventional potentiometer. It also 
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ow times have changed. 
Just a decade ago, music 
streaming was in its infancy 
and it was unusual to be 

able to purchase an amplifier with  
a DAC built-in, let alone a streamer. 
Now, so many have become complex 
digital hubs, with all sorts of support 
for the likes of Chromecast to Roon 
end-points built in. So it gives me 
more than a little pleasure to declare 
that Wyred 4 Sound’s STP-SE Stage  
2/ST-750LE pre/power amplifier 
package has none of this. In one sense, 
it’s very old school – offering simple 
line-level preamplification. There are 
no gimmicks, gadgets, aerials, apps or 
anything else of a similar ilk on this 
American-made combo – you just plug 
your hi-fi source into it, and music 

H
comes out at the other end. What 
could be simpler than that? 

The partnering ST-750LE is a 
high-power stereo power amplifier, 
notable for being a Class D design (see 
boxout). That could be one reason 
why this Wyred 4 Sound power 

amplifier seems to offer such great 
value – in the UK it is available from 
distributor Elite Audio Ltd. – complete 
with the STP-SE Stage 2 preamplifier 
for a package price of £4,995. By way 

It tracks dynamics in 
a lithe, responsive 
way and musters 
vast tracts of power
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 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Wyred 4 Sound 
ST-750LE
ORIGIN
USA
TYPE
Power amplifier
WEIGHT
10kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD) 
400 x 120 x 340mm
FEATURES
l Quoted power 
output: 375W 
(8ohm)  
l Fully balanced, 
dual mono 
construction 
l Inputs: 1x RCA;  
1x XLR 
DISTRIBUTOR
Elite Audio Ltd.
TELEPHONE
01334 570666
WEBSITE
wyred4sound.com

 DETAILS
PRODUCT
Wyred 4 Sound  
STP-SE Stage 2
ORIGIN
USA
TYPE
Preamplifier
WEIGHT
10kg
DIMENSIONS
(WxHxD) 
400 x 120 x 340mm
FEATURES
l Fully balanced 
preamp 
l OLED display 
l Inputs: 3x RCA;  
2x XLR 
l Outputs: 3x RCA; 
2x XLR 
DISTRIBUTOR
Elite Audio Ltd.
TELEPHONE
01334 570666
WEBSITE
wyred4sound.com
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HOW IT 
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LIKE: Crisp, detailed 
sound; high power 
output 
DISLIKE: Finish could 
be better  
WE SAY: Great value 
power amp with 
mighty big punch

OUR VERDICT ST-750LE
SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

FEATURES

OVERALL

handles on/standby switching, when 
you press it. The fully balanced preamp 
offers both a balance control and 
phase control (0°/180°), home theatre 
bypass and unbalanced-to-balanced 
conversion when RCA input is selected 
and XLR outputs are used. 

Interestingly, the company offers the 
preamplifier in different ‘stages’, with 
more extensive use of high-quality 
components, as you go up. The Stage 
1 Upgrade gives four Schottkey diodes, 
four premium inductors and 24 Vishay 
Z-Foil resistors; these focus on the 
power supply and input/output buffer 
circuits, says the manufacturer. Stage 2 
(reviewed here) focuses on the signal 
path, bringing a premium upgraded 
fuse and IEC power inlet, W4S discrete 
regulators, 48 Vishay Z-Foil resistors 
located in the resistor ladder volume 
control, 16 upgraded high-frequency 
filter capacitors, plus output wiring 
upgraded to Kimber Tcss wire, and 
second stage filtering capacitors are 
upgraded to the company’s low ESR 
‘Supercap’ type. There’s also a green 
OLED display that emits less noise. 
Round the back, the STP-SE sports 
three sets of unbalanced RCA inputs, 
two unbalanced RCA outputs, two sets 
of Neutrik-socketed balanced XLR 
inputs and the same number of 
similarly equipped outputs. 

Power to the people
The ST-750LE power amplifier is a 
dual mono design, fully balanced, and 
has thermal protection, over current 
protection and a soft clipping feature. 
It’s a veritable power house – quoted 
output is 325W into a standard 8ohm 
load with 0.2 percent THD, and 
675W into half that. Like the 
preamplifier, it looks and feels robust 
with a machined and anodised 
aluminium front panel. There are 
gold-plated unbalanced RCA inputs, 

and chunky binding posts with 
internal 14AWG oxygen-free copper 
wiring being soldered direct to 
gold-plated five-way binding posts. 
Wyred 4 Sound says that its dual 
differential common mode 
converter ensures a balanced signal 
is fed to the power amp, while the 
quad FET buffer optimises synergy 
between components.   

Sound quality
Give this pre-power combo an hour 
to warm up and you’ll soon see that 
it’s a crisp, detailed and neutral 
sounding package with plenty of 

wallop. There’s been much written 
about how we don’t really need 
much power – as most of our 
listening is done at well under 10W 
– but spin up a dense classic rock 
track like Dance On A Volcano from 
Genesis, point the volume control 
Northward and you’ll have second 
thoughts. The Wyred 4 Sound duo 
serves up a clean, open and 
muscular sound with a good 
amount of low-level detail. There’s 
a sense of ease at high volume 
levels that few amplifier combos 
have at this price. It doesn’t throw 
its weight around, tracks dynamics 
in a lithe and responsive way, and is 
ready to muster vast tracts of power 
when called upon so to do.

At the same time, it also does 
subtle. Roy Ayers’ Everybody Loves 
The Sunshine has been a regular 
visitor to my turntable platter of late, 
and it’s hard not to love this classic 
slice of soul/funk. It’s a great 

Q&A

DP: What is a typical Wyred 4 
Sound customer looking for?    
EJS: Our typical customer is looking 
for class-leading products at an 
affordable price. Our customers buy 
into our family for the long term. I 
look at it as an investment in their 
future. Wyred 4 Sound offers 
industry-leading product support, 
class-leading products and 
unmatched cost/performance ratios. 
We are devoted to our brand day in 
and day out and are always available 
to overcome any hurdle that may arise.

Why did you opt for Class D for the 
power amplifier?
Class D is the future of amplification 
and has come a long way from where 
it was 10 years ago. When it comes to 
Class D, people sometimes have this 
slightly negative idea in their head, 
but it is time to put that aside and take 
a fresh look. Products like the 
ST-750LE power amplifier prove the 
capability of Class D. It’s extremely 
fast, dynamic, articulate and has an 
extremely low noise floor. Speed is 
one thing this amp does very well  
and can execute the most complex 
passages with ease.

Why offer a range of component 
packages for the preamplifier?
The STP preamplifier has been a 
wonderful product for quite some 
time. The Stage upgrades are 
significant and increase the cost as 
well. Having different levels allows 
the customers to get started with  
a great product and still have the 
opportunity to upgrade for further 
improvements. We are all about 
customer service and supporting 
what is best for every budget. Having 
extra cash to spend can help to 
replace an old or incapable DAC  
or amp where the step up in  
sound would be greater. This is  
all determined by what components 
the customer already has and how 
they work together. We are only 
interested in making forward moves 
for every customer! 

EJ Sarmento 
Founder, Wyred 4 Sound

sounding early seventies recording, 
being tonally warm and expansive 
with shuffling rhythms and sparkling 
cymbals. Fed by my ANT Audio phono 
stage, this pre-power combo carries it 
well, focusing in on the architectural 
aspects of the sound, making for a very 
wide recorded acoustic. Instruments 
inside are reproduced convincingly, 
with each element of the mix precisely 
located. Bass is firm and has seemingly 
endless reserves of grunt, while the 
drum work is carried with surgical 
precision. However, there is a slight 
sense that the rich ‘yellowy orange’ 
tonality of the recording has been 
toned down a bit – the Wyred 4 Sound 
dishing up a dry sort of presentation 
that’s not the natural friend of this 
warm, louche music.

Spinning up Kraftwerk’s Techno Pop 
brings the amplifiers closer to their 
comfort zone. This is a big, powerful, 
rhythmic track that doesn’t live or  
die by the natural warmth of the 
presentation. Here the pre/power 
combination really spreads its wings 
and flies; there’s a natural grip to the 
proceedings – a sense of metronomic 
pace – that really enhances the 
enjoyment of the song. The percussion 
track has some powerful snare drums 
that get louder in close succession, 
giving a great sense of force and  
push to the music. This is really well 
communicated, even when I start to 
push the volume up to serious high 
levels into my Yamaha NS-1000M 
loudspeakers. This sense of 
unflappability, control and confidence 
is a great asset – and hard not to like. 
There’s no doubt that the Wyred 4 
Sound is good at rhythms, proving 
itself able to shuffle along in a musical 
and engaging way very well indeed. 

There are some downsides, but 
they’re really matters of taste. It’s true 
that with forward recordings such as 
Supertramp’s Oh Darling, the upper 

midband can sound ever so slightly 
tinselly – when better, often more 
expensive amplifiers would render  
it more delicately and in a sweeter 
fashion. Also, Steely Dan’s classic soul/
funk of Glamour Profession highlights 
that the bass can be just a tad lighter 
than some; others would simply say  
it doesn’t have any overhang or bloat. 
Overall, though, across a wide range  
of music, via all of its inputs, the 
STP-SE Stage 2/ST-750LE pre/power 
performs consistently well. Taken in 
isolation I’d say the preamplifier is the 
more capable in absolute terms, but 

the power amplifier is easily the 
better value of the two – packing 
some serious bang for your buck. 

Conclusion 
It’s an unknown brand for most of us, 
but this Wyred 4 Sound twosome 
does a lot to impress. With its broad 
spread of abilities, there’s much to 
like – it has power in spades, an 
expansive soundstage, lots of detail 
and a fundamentally bouncy and 
animated sound. Factor in its sturdy 
build, and this package is certainly 
well worth an audition l   
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The preamp is more 
capable in absolute 
terms, but the power 
amp is better value

Costing £2,745 and 
£3,245 respectively, 
Arcam’s FMJ C49 
preamp and FMJ P49 
combo (HFC 409) is  
a close rival for the 
Wyred 4 Sound pair. 
The Arcam looks 
more swish, with a 
crisper feel to the 
preamp switchgear 
and a clean industrial 
design that’s better 
finished. Sonically 
the two preamps are 
evenly matched, with 
the Wyred 4 Sound 
just pipping it, while 
the Class G Arcam 
power amplifier has a 
smoother and more 
detailed sound that’s 
a tad more musical 
than the US-made 
design. Both duos are 
class acts and well 
worth auditioning, 
and your preference 
will be down to 
personal taste.

Wyred 4 Sound’s ST-750LE power amplifier is based  
on the new generation of ICEpower’s ICEedge power 
modules. These run in Class D, which eliminates the 
switching distortion that’s found in conventional Class  
AB transistor amplifiers, but creates its own ultra high 
frequency switching noise, which has to be correctly 
filtered out. How well this is done has a great effect on 
subjective sound quality, which is why some Class D 
modules tend to sound better than others. Class D has 
some real benefits – the main one being that it is very 
efficient. In turn, this makes for higher powered, cooler 

running power amplifiers with less money spent on 
expensive heatsinking.  

ICEpower first introduced its ICCx Class D chipset in 
2004, and since then it has proved to be very popular – 
appearing in a wide range of amplifiers from a number of 
manufacturers. Fifteen years on and the company has  
just launched ICEedge, a power module it claims has 
higher output, enhanced sonic performance and greater 
longevity than its predecessors. Still, it faces a tough  
fight from rival Class D modules, especially from Hypex’s 
UcD and latterly NCore chips. 
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LIKE: Sound; ease  
of use 
DISLIKE: Finish could 
be better  
WE SAY: A decent 
quality ‘old-school’ 
audiophile preamp
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