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Guy Harrison 

Chairman 

Commission for Lawyer Discipline 

P.O. Box 12487 

Austin, Texas 78711-2487 

guy@gnhlaw.com   

 

Larry McDougal 
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Re: Commission of Lawyer Discipline v. Robert S. “Bob” Bennett 

   

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I have been a member of the State Bar of Texas for 33 years, during which time I have practiced 

from an office in Houston Texas.   

 

I have known Mr. Bennett for more than twenty years. I have referred clients to him and have 

accepted referrals from him, many of the matters involved attorney malpractice, and other 

consumer rights type issues.  From my frequent interactions and many discussions with him over 

the years, I have found him to be a scholar of the law, highly ethical, and fully aware and entirely 

committed to his clients.  While I do not have documentary confirmation of this, I believe that 

Mr. Bennett has never even had a grievance filed against him, much less disciplined by the Bar. 

 

I have followed Mr. Bennett’s Bar License journey, and was shocked at the verdict.  I was 

shocked because both before and after the trial, I reviewed many documents that relate to the 

issues surrounding this journey, and the disbarment proceeding, and do not understand how such 

a harsh sanction could ever issue from the evidence adduced at the trial. 

 

Nothing that Mr. Bennett was accused of, had he done it, would warrant the harsh sanction of 

disbarment.  I urge the Commission for Lawyer Discipline to restore licensure to Mr. Bennett.   

 

In particular, the Transcript of the Disbarment Proceeding shows that no witnesses (fact, expert, 

or former client) were called to testify by the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel (“OCDC”).  

Additionally, the OCDC opposed having Civil Rights Attorney Anthony Griffin testify as an 

expert witness about ethics, and he and the other highly qualified experts proffered by Mr. 

Bennett were not heard.  No witness either by opinion or fact, that Mr. Bennett violated any 
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Disciplinary Rules.   There is no basis for disbarment of Mr. Bennett, and it is beyond my 

understanding how the Judge found same. 

 

I understand that Judge Carmen Kelsey had never before tried a disciplinary case.  It is also my 

understanding that Judge Kelsey struck Mr. Bennett’s expert witnesses “because the OCDC 

didn’t call any.”  Such a ruling exemplifies better than anything else, that this particular judge 

was not qualified to preside over a disciplinary case.  

 

The trial transcript is completely devoid of any evidence that Mr. Bennett violated any of the 

disciplinary rules. Additionally, the attorney representing the OCDC did not cross examine any 

of Mr. Bennett’s witnesses.   

 

The most shocking facet of this tragedy is that the trial court rendered a verdict of 

disbarment when the Commission only argued for a probated sentence for Mr. Bennett. 

 

I stand ready to be a character witness for Mr. Bennett should such be required or needed at the 

mediation of his matter. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Dana LeJune 

DL/nil 

 

  

  

  


