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August 12, 2014 

Ms. Linda Acevedo 
Chief Disciplinary Counsel, Commission for Lawyer Discipline 
PO Box 12487 
Austin, Texas 7811-2487 

Re: Commission for Lawyer Discipline vs. Robert "Bob" Bennett, In the District Court of Harris 
County, Texas 334 th Judicial District, Cause No. 2013-56866 

Dear Ms. Acevedo: 

I have been a practicing attorney in Texas since 1980. The first eighteen years of my practice 
involved trial work in the areas of personal injury and insurance defense. Since 1998, my 
practice has been focused in the administrative area with an emphasis on representing health care 
professionals and businesses. 

I do not know Mr. Bennett except by his excellent reputation as a lawyer. I first learned of the 
actions being taken against him when I read an article in the Texas Lawyer many months ago. 
Although the article piqued my interest and my dismay, I thought nothing more about the case 
until I learned that a court had disbarred him. 

Upon learning of the disbarment, I looked further and found the trial transcript online and I 
learned more about the facts. After doing so, I felt compelled to write you to express my dismay 
at what has transpired. I have read the testimony of the expert witnesses in the bills of review 
and I am convinced that any reasonable lawyer would agree that Mr. Bennett did not commit a 
violation of the rules. It is shocking that the testimony of the experts was excluded and I feel 
certain that the Court of Appeals will right that wrong i f it must go that far. 

To disbar Mr. Bennett over a good-faith disagreement about a contract and the law accomplishes 
nothing but to promote a chilling effect on the ability of lawyers in this state to vigorously argue 
on their own behalf—even through their own lawyers— in disputes with other parties. This 
confounds the well-established principle in American jurisprudence that all litigants should be 
treated equally before the law. 

Al l lawyers swear an oath to the Texas and U.S. Constitutions. No person, including a lawyer, 
should be punished for exercising his constitutional right to an appeal. A Court of Appeals did 
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not find his appeal to be frivolous, reinforcing my opinion that Mr. Bennett did not violate the 
rules. 

Given the honorable history of the State Bar and its excellent record of championing the 
principles which undergird our profession and system of justice, I am convinced that the Bar will 
reconsider the outcome of this case which surely must be an anomaly in its distinguished history. 
Therefore, I ask that the Bar reconsider the case at the mediation and to take the steps necessary 
to see justice is done and that Mr. Bennett is restored so that he can continue his long and 
distinguished representation of clients. 

Respectfully, 

Jerri Lynn Ward 



JERRI LYNN WARD, JD 

Garlo Ward PC, 900 RR 620 S, Suite C-206, Austin, TX 78734 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Garlo Ward PC, Austin, Texas 1999 - Present 
www.garloward.com 
Co-founder and Managing Partner 

• Managing partner of boutique law firm specializing in health care law 
• A majority of the firm's clients are healthcare providers including hospitals, long term care 

facilities, ICFMRs, home health agencies and hospices, retirement communities, physicians 
and nurses. 

• Clients are assisted in the areas of administrative law and licensure matters, business issues 
and professional relationships, mental health law, legal and operational issues in health 
facility management, employment matters, risk management, Medicare/Medicaid 
reimbursement, litigation and mediation. 

Mullen Maclnnes & Redding, Austin, Texas 1985 - 1997 
Partner 1990 - 1997 /Associate 1985 - 1990 

• Provided legal representation and litigated in the areas of insurance defense, employment, 
toxic tort, product liability and medical malpractice, and workers compensation. 

David Nagle & Associates, Austin, Texas. 1983 - 1985 
Associate Attorney 
• Provided legal representation in the area of personal injury 

Strong, Pipkin, Nelson & Bissell, Beaumont, Texas. 1981 - 1983 
Associate Attorney 
• Provided legal representation in the areas of insurance defense, employment, toxic tort, 

product liability and medical malpractice, and workers compensation. 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Member of American Health Lawyers Association (AHLA); LeadingAge Texas; Texas Health 
Care Association (THCA); American Texas Association of Retirement Communities (TARC); 
Private Providers Association of Texas (PPAT), 



EDUCATION 

J.D., Texas Tech School of Law (1980). Member, Board of Barristers, 1980 
B.A., Texas A&M University (1977) 

OTHER AFFILIATIONS 

• Travis County Elected Official: Board member of the Travis Count Water Control and 
Improvement District #17 

• Member of the Travis County Republican Executive Committee 
• President of the Travis County Chapter of Texas Right to Life 
• President of Woods of Lake Travis Homeowner's Association 


