
Facebook Comments from David Stagner: 

David M. Stagner I don't think any lawyer, after reading the appellant's brief, aided by the three 

amicus offerings, would not be outraged. Brother Bennett will prevail on this appeal. The cancer 

is systemic. The Office of the Chief Disciplinary Counsel is out of control, literally. There is no 

transparency or oversight. It appears that the 'client' - the Committee for Lawyer Discipline - lets 

the OCDC call all of the shots, so to speak. Ironically the CLD does not include itself in the 

organizational chart for the disciplinary process, as is reflected in the latest report. This abscess 

must be opened up and exposed to the light and fresh air. Power corrupts and absolute power 

corrupts absolutely. What has happened to one lawyer can happen to any of us. The proceedings 

in the district court were more akin to a Salem Witch trial than a judicial proceeding in our state. 

I'm looking forward to the committee's brief. 

David M. Stagner It would be interesting and instructive to see how many of the district court 

disciplinary case are prosecuted without hearing from a single witness in the CDC's case-in-

chief. In lawyer Bennett's case, the judge refused to listen to obviously qualified experts because 

"she didn't want anyone to tell her what to do" (I paraphrase, even though quoted) And, she 

walked out of the proceeding while Bennett's counsel was perfecting the record by an offer of 

proof. This erstwhile judge (I understand she was defeated in the last election) is too stupid to 

think this is the proper way to administer justice to a member of the bar. Her attitude was 

learned, but from whom is the real question. There is no transparency of how the judges in 

disciplinary trials are selected. And, I am curious if the Committee for Lawyer Discipline or 

member of the Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel "instructs" during judicial meetings. 
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