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I’m sitting writing this piece in a place which is very dear to my heart. I’m 
at the Wesleyan Reform Union Annual Conference and there’s a break 
between meetings. We’re at the Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 
Derbyshire. I first came here in 1976 to the ‘Youth Convention’. Others 
in the church were there in years before me. It holds so many memories, 
and as I walk around the centre lots of things come back to mind. The 
old dining room, the entrance hall where we all used to congregate, the 
Main Conference Hall where we listened to speakers for what seemed 
hours on end. I stood outside that room for a moment or two and I 
reflected on the days before. I was reminded a few times of the things 
that we used to get up to – one person said I ‘didn’t have a particularly 
good reputation’! I wasn’t really that bad!
Things have changed now – The bedrooms are en-suite (no more 
washing out in the corridor!), the food is much better with lots of choice, 
everywhere’s under cover. In some ways it’s unrecognisable. In a way I’d 
love to have the old days back. To run and hide along those corridors 
and live again all the pranks. But I can’t – things have moved on and I’ve 
grown up! 
I was reminded of what Paul wrote to the Philippians – chapter 3 v 13 and 
14 - ‘Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.’ Those days were very formative in 
my Christian life. I remember little of what was said from the front but 
I benefited so much. Spending time away with lots of Christian leaders 
who put up with me, encouraged me and showed me the thrill of being a 
follower of Jesus. 
Maybe you can look back on a particular place or time which was pivotal 
in your Christian life. Have a think about it now… then thank God for those 
days. Thank Him for those who encouraged you as others did me. Think 
on all the blessings you received. Then do what Paul says – forget those 
days (I don’t think he means that literally but means don’t stay there) – 
and press on to a newer, deeper relationship with God, and claim the 
prize which Christ has won for you.
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He sat on the park bench so depressed-looking that a 
policeman tried to console him. ‘Something the matter?’ 
‘Yeah,’ he replied. ‘A few months ago my grandfather left me 
£500,000 and some oil wells.’ The policeman responded, 
‘That doesn’t sound like something to be upset over.’ ‘Yeah, 
but you haven’t heard the whole story. Last month my uncle 
left me £1,000,000.’ The policeman shook his head. ‘I don’t 
get it. Why are you so unhappy?’ He replied, ‘So far this 
month, nobody’s left me anything.’ Seriously, he’s part of a 
group of people who are unhappy no matter what they have.
The psalmist shows us how to overcome an ungrateful attitude 
by cultivating a spirit of thanksgiving. ‘Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.’ Thinking and thanking go 
hand-in-hand. Memory is a catalyst for worship. An old hymn 
declares, ‘Count your blessings, name them one by one...see 
what God has done.’ The psalmist encourages us to do three 
things: first, think about what God has given us - His forgiveness, 
healing, protection, redemption, love, and compassion  
(see w. 1-5). Second, think about what God has not given us - the 
punishment our sins deserve (see w. 8-12). Third, think about what 
God is yet going to give us. ‘From everlasting to everlasting 
the LORD’S love is with those who fear him’ (v. 17 NIV 2011 Edition).  
God accepts you when you trust in Christ’s performance,  
not your own.
So each morning look in the mirror and say, ‘Bless the LORD,  
O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.

 SUNDAY 28th MAY ...................................... £271.00
 SUNDAY  4th JUNE ..................................... £354.50
 SUNDAY 11th JUNE ..................................... £569.80
 SUNDAY 18th JUNE ..................................... £255.50
 SUNDAY 25th JUNE ..................................... £482.50

church  
offerings

In addition, the sum of £1010 was paid direct to the bank  
in May. Many thanks.

choose gratitude…

‘bless the  
LORD, O my  

soul, and  
forget not  

all his  
benefits.’ 

Psalm 103:2 KJV

free to a  
good home!
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WEDNESDAY 12th July  –  South End Infant School (Anne to lead)

WEDNESDAY 12th July  –  Tennyson Road Infant School

WEDNESDAY 12th July  –  Alfred Street Junior School  
WEDNESDAY 19th July  – Whitefriars Infant School

WEDNESDAY 19th July – Risdene Academy (Newton Road)

the minister’s school assemblies
(for your prayers please)

Church Picnic
Our annual picnic will be held on:  
Sunday 16th July – meeting from 1.15pm  
near the play area in Hall Park
Please come and join us – bring your own picnic or just 
join us after. Play games or just sit in the sun!

Coffee Evening at the Manse 
– 11 South Park
Do come and join us on:  

Wednesday 9th August – 7.00pm onwards. 
Tea / Coffee and cakes – hopefully the weather will be fine and 
we’ll use the garden for games. Everyone very welcome!  
(If you are planning to come it would help if you let Phil & Anne 
know – but it’s not essential!)

Harvest Sunday Carvery Lunch
Would you like to join us for a Carvery Lunch  
on Sunday 17th September?  
We will be going to John White’s Golf Club after the Morning Service. 
The cost is £9.00 for one course or £12.50 for two courses.  
(Children £5.00 & £7.50). 
If you would like to go, please give your name to Mary Morby with  
a £5.00 deposit per person. If you would like to go but the cost is  
a problem for you, please speak in confidence to Phil Hearson or 
Richard Weekley.
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sundays at high street
 
 

 SUNDAY    2nd 10.45am Rev. Michael Alderson  
    (incl. Communion)
   6.00pm Home Meeting
 SUNDAY 9th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson
     4.00pm 2nd Sunday!
 SUNDAY 16th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson
     1.15pm Church Picnic – Hall Park
 SUNDAY 23rd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 
    6.00pm Service at Wymington  
    – Rev. John Weaver
 SUNDAY 30th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson     
   6.00pm Prayer Fellowship

 

 SUNDAY    6th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson (incl. Communion)
   6.00pm Home Meeting
 SUNDAY 13th 10.45am Mr. Roger Copperwheat
 SUNDAY 20th 10.45am  Mr. Jonathon Thompson
 SUNDAY 27th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 
    5.30pm Service at the Mission Church  
    – Mr. David Rooksby

august 2017

july 2017
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weekday diary dates
july 2017

 SAT 1st 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  4th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  5th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  6th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary  
    – Strawberry Tea, Photos & CDs – Ann Bryant
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 SAT 8th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  11th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  12th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS 13th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 FRI 14th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night
 SAT  15th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  18th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  19th   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 THURS  20th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Beetle Drive & Cakes
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
 SAT  22nd   9.00am Leaders Morning –  
    ‘Sowing, Reaping, Keeping’ at the Mission Church
   10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  25th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  26th   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 SAT  29th 10.00am Coffee Morning
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weekday diary dates
august 2017

 TUES  1st 10.00am Prayer Meeting
 WEDS  2nd   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 SAT 5th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  8th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
 WEDS  9th   2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place
     7.00pm Coffee Evening at the Manse – All Welcome
 SAT 12th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  15th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
 SAT  19th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  22nd 10.00am Prayer Meeting
 SAT  26th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  29th 10.00am Prayer Meeting
     7.00pm Officers & Trustees Meeting

The Christians of South Korea have a lot to be proud of.  Their 
strength and energy has been prodigious since the end of the 
Korean War in 1953.  As the church grew in South Korea since 
then, so did the emphasis on mission work even overseas 
(where South Korean Christians are still working in about 170 
countries).  
In South Korea, from six million Christians in the country in 1970, 
or 18% of the population, the number grew to almost 16 million 
by 2010, or 33% of the population.  That is an enormous rate of 
growth, averaging 2.6% per annum.  Probably two-thirds of these 
are Evangelical.
But sadly, the South Korean church is now struggling a bit.  On 
the whole, it is ageing. Now, although Christians are 30% of the 
population, the largest religious group, only 3% of those now in 
their 20s attend church. 
Living under the shadow of North Korea and its unpredictable 
dictator, the South Korean church needs the encouragement of 
our prayers in this global area of insecurity.

South 
Korean 
Church  
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it would 
be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all the best 
on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

flowers   
this month

Many thanks to those who have kindly offered to provide flowers, 
and to Madge and Jill for arranging the rota. Please remember that 
it’s very helpful if you are able to distribute them. Thank you.

dates for your diary - september 2017
 FRIDAY  1st Preachers Meeting at the Mission Church – 7.15pm 
 SATURDAY 2nd WRU Presidential Visit. Fish & Chip Supper & Quiz  
   at the Mission Church – 6.00pm
 SUNDAY 3rd WRU Presidential Visit  
   United Service at Alma Street – 6.00pm   
 TUESDAY 5th Church Members Meeting – 7.30pm   
 TUESDAY 12th Council of Churches Meeting  
   at the Salvation Army – 7.30pm   
 SUNDAY 17th Harvest Festival Sunday   

JULY
 7th - MARTYN HEARSON
 10th - MARGARET O’DELL
 23rd - RICHARD KEECH
 26th - AMELIE BARNES
30th  - KEVIN TAYLOR
31st  - ROSEMARY BARRETT

AUGUST
 8th - BRIAN LACK
 12th - FINLEY BARNES
 13th - TERRY RICE
 13th - MAURICE MORBY
 17th - MARGARET RANDALL

JULY
 2nd - Jill Waller (for Mum)

 9th -  Anne Bryant (for Dad)

 16th  - Wendy Munday
 23rd - Kilburn Place
 30th  - Brian Lack (for Jayne & Simon)

AUGUST 
 6th - Vacant
 13th - Pam Barnes  
   (Findley’s Birthday)

 20th - Sheila Dunkley (for Terry)

 27th - Wendy Newman
 

Kath Griffin has an ice-cream maker and an electric blender which she’d 
like to give away. Please see her or the Minister if you are interested.

free to a  
good home!
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

As it’s the summer it’s a ‘Seaside Anagram’ puzzle. The following are 
anagrams of places on the coast in the UK. Hand your answers in by 
26th August and you might win a small prize.
 1.  RETAMA YOGHURT
 2.  DONNA DULL
 3.  BOTH GRIN
 4.  BETON HUMOUR
 5.  GRIMY EELS
 6.  TIRING BLOND 
 7.  HAUNTED NOOSES
 8.  WHY BATTERYS
 9.  MANS HIGHER
 10.  ROUGH COBRAS
 11.  ECHO RESPELT
 12.  CONY BYLAW
 13.  NILS KHAN
 14.  ROGER BOINGS
 15.  NEAR OBTUSE
 16.  TREW SHADOW
 17.  SOFT TOWEL
 18.  TRUTH OOPS
 19.  HOORAY DOBBINS
 20.  AMPLE BOTHER
Answers to last time: 1. Faint heart never won fair lady;  2. A stitch in time saves nine;  
3. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket;  4. A rolling stone gathers no moss;  5. A bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush;  6. He who laughs last laughs longest;  7. Discretion is the 
better part of valour;  8. Too many cooks spoil the broth;  9. Every cloud has a silver lining; 
10. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing; 11. Look before you leap;  12. You can’t make 
a silk purse out of a sow’s ear;  13. Many hands make light work;  14. Out of debt, out of 
danger;  15. The proof of the pudding is in the eating;  16. A fool and his money are soon 
parted;  17. Time and tide wait for no man;  18. Pride comes before a fall;  19. Look after 
the pennies and the pounds will look after themselves;  20. No man is an island


