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How time flies! What were you doing 15 years ago when the world 
suffered the terrible tragedy of 9/11? Perhaps you can remember 
what you were doing when you heard the news. That event raised 
many questions, and rather than write about it myself, I’d like to 
share a short article:
Fifteen years ago on 11th Sept 2001 terrorist attacks demolished 
the Twin Towers in New York killing 2,996 people and injuring 
over 6,000. Events like 9/11 raise the inevitable question: Why 
does God allow such suffering to take place? 
There are no easy answers to this question! We cannot fully 
understand why such things happen, although we live in a fallen 
world, where people make real choices. Yet the Bible affirms 
that God identifies with our suffering, supremely when Jesus 
experienced suffering and death! It is on the cross that God 
knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unjust attack. ‘I could 
never myself believe in God if it were not for the Cross. In the real 
world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to 
it?’ (John Stott). 
What does this mean? We cannot know why God allows evil 
and suffering to continue, but we do know that he does love or 
care for us: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.’ (John 3:16). God loved us enough to fully engage with the 
mess of the world.
As the article says, there are no easy answers. But isn’t it 
wonderful that even in the midst of those terrible happenings, 
God could identify with us. Because He can, it means that He 
knows what people were going through. And we can extend that 
– He knows what you are facing, and He can identify with it. Take 
that thought with you today, whatever you’re facing.

…where were you?
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the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

‘…it is well with my soul’
The peace Jesus gives brings a sense of assurance that no 
matter what happens you know ‘it is well with my soul’. He says 
to us: ‘My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and...afraid.’ 
The peace Jesus gives doesn’t depend on conditions and 
circumstances. It comes from knowing you’re God’s child and 
that your Father controls the universe, loves you and always 
has your best interests at heart. That’s why people who’ve lost 
everything will often tell you they wouldn’t trade what they’ve 
learned, even if it meant recouping all their losses.
Joni Erikson Tada discovered a supernatural peace when an 
accident confined her to a wheelchair, and Corrie Ten Boom 
found it in a Nazi death camp. Missionary Elisabeth Elliot found it 
ministering to the Indian tribe who massacred her husband. She 
wrote, ‘Only in acceptance lies peace...not in resignation.’ There’s 
a big difference!
Author Creath Davis points out that: ‘Resignation is surrender 
to fate. Acceptance is surrender to God. Resignation lies down 
quietly in an empty universe. Acceptance rises up to meet the 
God who fills that universe with purpose and destiny. Resignation 
says, “I can’t.”Acceptance says, “God can.” Resignation paralyses 
the life process. Acceptance releases the process for its greatest 
creativity. Resignation says, “It’s all over for me.” Acceptance says, 
“Now that I’m here, what’s next, Lord?” Resignation says, “What 
a waste.” Acceptance says, “In what redemptive way will you use 
this mess, Lord?” Resignation says, “I’m alone.” Acceptance says, 
“I belong to you, Lord.”’

 Sunday  26th  June ..................................... £287.50
 Sunday  3rd  July ...................................... £352.10
 Sunday  10th  July ...................................... £334.95
 Sunday  17th  July ...................................... £353.20
 Sunday  24th  July ...................................... £236.60
 Sunday  31st  July ...................................... £248.80
 Sunday  7th  auguST ................................. £327.20
 Sunday  14th  auguST ................................. £278.00
 Sunday  21st  auguST ................................  £304.50

church  
offerings

In addition, £950 is given direct to the bank each month.
Many thanks

‘My peace 
I give you...

Do not let 
your hearts 
be troubled 

and...afraid.’ 
John 14:27 NIV (2011 Edition)
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For those who attend to such ecclesiastical details, the Church is now in what 
it calls the ‘Ordinary Season’. It doesn’t mean it’s going to be bland, boring 
or predictable in church at the moment (or at any rate, no more than usual), 
but that following Pentecost and Trinity Sunday, there are no great festivals 
of the faith to celebrate until we get to Advent, and that’s not till the end of 
November. For a few months, we can forget the high days and holidays and 
simply concentrate on, well, being ‘ordinary’. 
Personally, I find that rather encouraging. All my life I’ve been a person who 
enjoys the ordinary. Even on holidays which I’ve enjoyed, I’ve secretly looked 
forward to getting home and picking up the familiar routine. The dictionary 
defines ‘ordinary’ as ‘with no distinctive features, normal, usual’. Well, I think 
everyday, ordinary, normal, usual life still includes plenty of ‘distinctive features’ 
– surprises, too. 
To me an impressive feature of the biblical gospels is how normal and ordinary 
most of it seems. Yes, there are those mighty acts of power which we call 
miracles, but the setting of them is about as ‘ordinary’ as you could get: a cattle-
shed, a lakeside, a fishing boat, a garden, a little girl’s bedroom, a wedding party. 
It’s in the rich raw world of the ordinary that God does wonderful things, just 
as it’s in the routine of daily life that kind words are spoken, the sick healed, the 
sad comforted. I’m sometimes more aware of God in these ‘ordinary’ settings 
than in the extraordinary splendour of a great cathedral. Long live the ‘ordinary’!                                     
Author unknown

Harvest Celebrations  
– Sunday 18th September
 10.45am Harvest Celebration with Rev. Peter Norton  
  followed by a Harvest Lunch
 6.00pm Harvest Communion with Rev. Peter Norton
You are invited to bring your Harvest Gifts (no fresh food please) 
which will be given to the Rushden Foodbank based at the  
Full Gospel Church.  
The church will cover the cost of the Harvest Lunch but there  
will be a basket for donations which will be given to ‘Water Aid’.
Please support this special day!

Join us as we recommence after the holiday break on  

Sunday 11th September, 4.00pm 
Crafts, chat, refreshments, sketches, video,  

short talk and more.  
It’s suitable for everyone – do come along and give it a go!

2
nd
sunday

2
nd
sunday
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 ThuRS  1st   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Rev. Phil Hearson 
 FRi 2nd   7.15pm Preachers Meeting – Mission Church 
 SaT 3rd 10.00am Coffee Morning 
     6.00pm WRU President’s Visit with Fish & Chips and Quiz  
    - High Street Church 
 TueS 6th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WedS 7th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 ThuRS 8th   6.00pm Allsorts Youth Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 FRi 9th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night – ‘The Lion King’ 
 SaT 10th 10.00am Coffee Morning 
 TueS 13th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls Club 
     7.30pm Church Members Meeting in the vestry 
 WedS  14th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place – All welcome 
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 ThuRS 15th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary 
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
 SaT  17th 10.00am Coffee Morning 
 TueS 20th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls Club 
 WedS  21st   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 SaT  24th 10.00am  Coffee Morning 
 TueS 27th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls Club 
 WedS  28th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 ThuRS  29th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary 
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club 
    

weekday diary dates
september 2016
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sunday diary dates
september 2016

 
 Sunday    4th 10.45am Rev. Michael Alderson  
    (incl. Communion)

    6.00pm WRU President’s Visit  
    (David Rooksby)  
    – United Service at the Mission

 Sunday 11th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday! 

 Sunday 18th 10.45am Harvest – Rev. Peter Norton 
    Harvest Lunch

   6.00pm Harvest Communion  
    – Rev. Peter Norton

 Sunday 25th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     6.00pm Service at Wymington

    A reminder
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for 
any service you wish to attend please don’t 
hesitate to speak to either the minister or 
a church leader about arranging a lift, we 
are always happy to sort something out - 
please don’t miss out!
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Stef Reid is a paralympic athlete.  She does long-jump and also sprints.  
In the 2008 Paralympics she won a bronze medal in the 200 metres and 
in 2012, a silver medal in the long jump. She has broken the world record 
for long-jump in the F44 (below the knee amputees) class several times.
She had a life-changing accident in her teens as she describes:  “I was in 
a boating accident when I was 16. The propellers caught me across my 
lower back. The water around me was blood red.  I thought I had been cut in 
half. The next issue was that we were three hours away from a half-decent 
hospital. 
“I survived but unfortunately the leg was so mangled that it had to be 
amputated.  So I was really thankful to be alive.  But with my love for sport, 
I was absolutely devastated. The stuff that you love to do, you are told that 
you cannot do it any more. 
“I don’t come from a Christian family but my parents sent me to a Christian 
school. We had Bible classes.  I had a very good head knowledge of the 
Bible but it wasn’t a major part of my life.  
“Everything changed when I was in the accident. I remember lying in the 
ambulance.  I was scared because I knew in my heart that I wasn’t going to 
heaven.  I did not know God.  I had never asked Him what His plan was for 
my life.  I remember praying for a second chance.  It was a complete miracle 
that I survived the accident.  I know that God had a hand in that.  
“I also know that by me not dying, I still had a purpose here.  There is a 
reason for me to be here and it completely changed my perspective. It 
changed me as a person and I committed my life to Him in the ambulance.  
Now, I look at things from the perspective of hope.  I have always got hope.  
I think that is the biggest difference”.  
In September 2016 Stef will represent Britain in the Paralympics in Rio.

Stef Reid  
– Christian  
paralympic  
athlete on  

her way  
to Rio

…the  
joy of  

ordinary

This will be arranged by the Local Preachers Fellowship  
and will be held at the Jump Church, Barnsley.
 Date: Saturday October 15th
 Time: 10.00am – 3.40pm
 Speaker: Mr. Mark Foster
 Subject: Spiritual Refreshment in Romans
 Cost: £15 to include lunch
If you would like more information, or to book, please speak  
to Richard Weekley or Phil Hearson

Wesleyan  
Reform Union  

‘Day of  
Ministry  

For All’

Holy means set apart.  Not like a set of cutlery that comes out only on 
Sundays.  More like a Swiss army knife – remove a splinter, cut a rope, 
open a bottle, any time, anywhere.  Whatever the boss needs.  

Milton Jones

…to make  
you think!
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

this month

 11th - MaRy MORby
 15th - anne heaRSOn
 23rd - ian Randall & ann laWMan

 15th - evangeline MaddaMS
 28th - TiM heaRSOn

flowers   
this month

 4th - Jim Kendall (for Liz)

 11th - Anthea Holdaway
 18th - Anne Hearson
 25th - Ann Bryant (John’s birthday)

The following people have offered to provide flowers. Many thanks 
to them and as always to Madge and Jill who arrange the rota and 
distribution of the flowers during the week

dates for your diary - october 2016
SaTuRday  1st  –  Circuit Outreach Training at the Mission  
   (10.00am – 12.00 noon)
TueSday  11th  –  Leaders Meeting at the Manse 
  –  7.30pm

A talk on drugs will be given at the next Mothers’ Union meeting.   
This will be followed by a Bring and Buy Sale.
A sudden gust of wind took all who were at the ceremony by surprise.  
Hats were blown off and copies of the vicar’s speech and other 
rubbish were scattered over the site.
The Rector is on holiday this month.  Local clergy will be celebrating 
with us all the Sundays that he is away.

Family Cinema Night
Our next Cinema night, organised by ‘PTC’  
will be on Friday 9th September  
when we will be showing ‘The lion King’ 
All are welcome, children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Doors open at 6.00pm, film starts at 6.15pm.  
Free drinks, sweets and popcorn!

church notices  
that didn’t  

quite make it…
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

Answers to last time: 
1. Witney = Oxfordshire;    2. Chippenham = Wiltshire;    3. Buxton = Derbyshire;    
4. Coaville = Leicestershire;    5. Newark = Nottinghamshire;    6. Glastonbury = Somerset;  
7. Bridgnorth = Oxfordshire;    8. Brighouse = West Yorkshire;    9. Hexham = Northumberland;  
10. Penrith = Cumbria;    11. Aldeburgh = Suffolk;    12. Boscastle = Cornwall;    
13. Bishop Auckland = Durham;    14. Pickering = North Yorkshire;    15. Clitheroe = Lancashire;    
16. Bishop’s Cleeve = Gloucestershire;    17. Petersfield = Hampshire;    18. Newton Abbott = Devon;   
19. Congleton = Cheshire;    20. Louth = Lincolnshire

 1.  STNDRS (1)
 2.  HLBYCTY (2)
 3.  DCTRWH (2)
 4.  LL!LL! (2)
 5.  NTQSRDSHW (2)
 6.  NLYFLSNDHRSS (4)
 7.  DLRNDL (4)
 8.  BLPTR (2)
 9.  NWSTTN (3)
 10.  CST (1)
 11.  BRTNSGTTLNT (3)
 12.  TPGR (2)
 13.  GGHDS (1)
 14.  THBLL (2)
 15.  MMRDL (1)
 16.  CSLTY (1)
 17.  PNLLHRS (3)
 18.  H-D-H! (1 ish!)
 19.  THCHS (2)
 20.  SCPTTHCNTRY (4)

This month is a ‘Missing Vowels’ puzzle. The following are all names of TV 
programmes past and present but the vowels and spaces have been removed. 
Hand your answers in by 24th September and you may win a small prize – you 
don’t need to get all the answers! The number is the number of words.


