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A couple of days ago I went for a walk near Northampton. It was a lovely 
sunny morning – the kind of day when it was too warm to wear a fleece, 
but too cool without one. However, good though the scenery and weather 
was, there were many disappointments along the way. I was playing golf! 
It all started a few years ago when I hadn’t been particularly well and a 
group of men from the church I served at the time said I should go to play 
with them. I was hooked straight away although I don’t play very often 
and I’m not very good. I’m in good company though – Billy Graham said 
‘The only times my prayers are never answered is on a golf course!’
I’ve discovered that there are different lessons you can learn about the 
Christian walk from playing a round of golf; one of these I want to share 
with you. I was reminded of Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi where he 
wrote about pressing on: ‘Forgetting what is behind and straining towards 
what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenwards in Jesus Christ’ (Phil. 3: 13, 14).
There are many times when I have a ‘bad hole’ – if there’s a bunker I land 
in it, a tree I get behind it, lots of times in the rough. When that happens 
it’s easy to think about giving up for this round – but I always try to think 
about the next hole – this one will be good – I’ll land on the green. And if I 
don’t – well, next hole! There is no point in looking back to what has gone – 
whether it was good or bad – the golfer simply has to look forward. It’s no 
different with the Christian life – we get knocks and setbacks, dreams don’t 
come to fruition and hopes are dashed. I have an aim – I really want to get 
round in less than 50 shots (it’s only 9 holes!). But what was Paul’s aim? 
What did he want to press on for? ‘I want to know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 
dead’ (Phil. 3:10, 11). That’s what’s worth pressing on for – is that your aim? 
Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus – seek to know Him more. You won’t be 
disappointed in His ultimate reward. 
I may not break 50. I’ll probably never get a hole-in-one. But my heavenly 
reward is sure and certain – eternal life with God forever. Is yours?

…keep pressing on!
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HERE ARE four things you need to know about forgiveness:
1) Forgiveness doesn’t make what happened to you right; it means 
you’ve made a decision not to let it control your life. By forgiving and 
attempting to restore the relationship, you reclaim your peace of 
mind. If the other person refuses to acknowledge what happened 
or that it was wrong, the offence can and should still be forgiven. 
Forgiveness doesn’t depend on the other person; it depends on you.
2) Forgiveness matters, even when the offending party refuses to 
admit guilt. When you wait for someone to admit he or she was 
wrong, you’re placing your future in that person’s hands. Forgiveness 
is first and foremost for your own benefit, not the benefit of others. 
By forgiving, you’re letting the pain and hurt go and moving forward.
3) Your willingness to forgive can move the other person to seek 
forgiveness. Perhaps the person who hurt you doesn’t feel they 
deserve to be forgiven. Or they may know what they did was wrong, 
but lack the courage to step forward and ask for forgiveness. When 
you make the first move, it opens the door and allows them to reach 
out and find mercy and understanding.
4) Forgiveness is easier when you accept that we all need it. When 
you refuse to forgive because you think someone’s offences are 
greater than your own, that’s pride. And ‘...God opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble’ (1 Peter 5:5 NLT). The Bible says, ‘Be kind 
and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.’ Once you realise the depth of God’s grace 
towards you, it’s easier to extend grace to others.

‘Be kind 
…forgiving  
each other...’ 

Ephesians 4:32 NIV

 sunday 26th april .................................. £302.80
 sunday 3rd May ..................................... £253.86
 sunday 10th May ..................................... £218.00

church  
offerings In addition, the amount paid direct into the bank each month  

is £1000. 
Many thanks

the power of forgiveness…
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(for your prayers please)
Wednesday 3rd  Denfield Park Primary School
Wednesday 10th  Whitefriars Infant School

the minister’s school assemblies

Over the past few weeks the news has been dominated  
by the series of earthquakes in Nepal. As most of you will  
be aware we have a special connection at High Street with 
this country via the INF (International Nepal Fellowship) and 
in particular Karen Baxter.
Karen has visited our Church and fellowship on many 
occasions. The good news is Karen and all the workers in 
INF out there are unharmed. They have not been unaffected 
though, with many having to sleep outside and experiencing 
a lack of the vital supplies needed to survive. Therefore it’s 
no surprise that our focus recently has been on this disaster. 
We had a special Church collection which raised £215 plus 
£10 from the W.A. Then a further £99 was gifted from the 
Wednesday Group who regularly support Karen and INF. We 
have sent £300 directly to INF for the relief work.
Christian Aid and World Vision, who are always first with their 
appeals, have benefited from £100 each for their earthquake 
disaster funds. The fact that these organisations are already 
on the ground will benefit a lot of those in the remote regions. 
I would like to thank everybody who has donated and prayed 
for Nepal.
In these desperate days I’m sure in the near future we will 
hear of a lot more happier stories.

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

together in prayer & praise…
This is arranged by the Council of Churches and takes place 
on the third Sunday each month at Highfield Community 
Baptist Church, starting at 7.30pm. 
Each month it begins with a time of worship followed by prayers 
led by different people each month. It lasts about an hour. All are 
very welcome to go along.
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 Tues   2nd 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse
 Weds    3rd   9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Thurs    4th    2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Sue Merrifield
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 saT    6th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 Tues    9th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 Weds  10th    9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group
     2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place
   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Thurs  11th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 Fri  12th   7.15pm WRU Wellingborough Circuit Meeting at High Street
 saT  13th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 Tues  16th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 Weds  17th    9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Thurs  18th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Rev. Steve Pearman
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 saT  20th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 Tues  23rd  10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
     7.30pm Church Members Meeting in the Vestry
 Weds  24th    9.15am Jellybabes Toddlers Group
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse
 Thurs  25th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 saT  27th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 Tues  30th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls

weekday diary dates
june 2015
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sunday diary dates
june 2015

 
 sunday    7th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson  
    (incl. Communion)

   6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson

 sunday 14th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday!

 sunday 21st 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 

    6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson    
    (incl. Communion)

 sunday 28th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 

    6.00pm Rev. Phil Hearson 

A reminder
Should you ever find it difficult to join us for any service you wish to attend 
please don’t hesitate to speak to either the minister or a church leader about 
arranging a lift, we are always happy to sort something out - don’t miss out!
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I was appointed a magistrate (or JP – Justice Of The Peace) in 
1994 and I serve in Northants – mainly in the Wellingborough 
Court (although I sometimes sit at Northampton, Corby, Kettering 
or the Crown Court in Northampton). Following a selection process 
which lasted for some 10 months I was appointed, sworn-in and 
given introductory training. Sitting in court at first was a daunting 
experience, but quite soon became a part of my routine that I quite 
looked forward to.
I qualified as a court chairman in 2000 and initially found the role of 
doing all the speaking in court rather scary. Despite finding defendants 
guilty after listening to overwhelming evidence against them, being 
the person who has to tell them their punishment – particularly when 
sending someone to prison for up to a year – is never something I find 
easy. I’m sure all my JP colleagues share this view, but as a Christian, I 
try to put myself in the position of the defendant and imagine what they 
are feeling and how the sentence will affect them and their family. After 
all, the oft-quoted “There but for the Grace of God go I” is something 
surely relevant to each of us.
I have had to deal with very distressing cases, numerous trials 
where defendants have protested their innocence despite clear and 
conclusive evidence of their guilt, awkward and rude solicitors and 
barristers who have had to be kept in line with court etiquette and even 
humorous moments when it has been hard to keep a straight face. 
The work of dealing with lawbreakers is not as simple as it may seem. 
Everyone is considered to be innocent until proved guilty, and as a rule 
people have the right to be released on bail. However the decision 
whether to grant bail or remand someone in custody until trial is a 
difficult one which depends on many factors. Most folk will have read 
about cases when release on bail has led to people being attacked or 
even killed by defendants who should have been remanded. Despite 
considering each case carefully, wrong decisions do get made, and 
the press are only too ready to blame the courts for any apparent error 
of judgment. Penalties imposed for crimes are decided according to 
guidelines provided by the Ministry of Justice, and again people are 
quick to protest that the courts have been too lenient; usually this is 
because they do not know the full facts of the case and have not heard 
the evidence on which the trial and sentencing have been based. There 
are continually changes in the law which we have to keep abreast 
of, and periodic training courses to ensure we are maintaining an 
acceptable level of expertise – with each of us being appraised every 
three years to assess our competence to keep sitting.
Many years ago I read an article written by a Christian magistrate in 
which he said he prayed for three things on his way to court; I have 
adopted his practice and have since then prayed for the same three 
things every time before leaving home to sit in court. “Lord please give 
me wisdom, patience and insight today”.

what is it 
like being a 

Magistrate?
by

Richard  
Weekley
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. church

birthdays
this month

flowers   
this month

7th Wendy Munday
14th Jim Kendall

21st Madge Trusler
28th Len Coley

Thank you to the following who have offered to supply flowers, 
and also of course to Madge and Jill for arranging the rota and 
distributing the flowers during the following week.

dates for your diary - july 2015
sunday  5th  –  Picnic in Hall Park, following the morning 
   service (no evening service that day)

Tuesday 7th – ‘Passion for Life Mission’ Arts Event  
   at High Street.
Thursday 9th – ‘Passion for Life’ Quiz Night at High Street

sunday 12th – ‘Passion for Life’ Evangelistic Service  
   at Park Road Baptist Church
Look out for other ‘Passion for Life’ events / advertising etc

Tuesday 14th – Leaders Meeting at the Manse (7.30pm)

 15th - ben jones

 17th - colin MaddaMs

just to 
make  

you smile!

A man, late for an important meeting, was searching desperately for a 
parking spot. Looking up to the sky he entreated “Lord if you find me a 
parking spot, I promise to start going to church again.” The words were 
barely out of his mouth, when a spot opened up right in front of his car. 
The man looked back up, “never mind I found one.”

There are three kinds of people: Those who can count and those  
who can’t. 

I didn’t use to finish sentences, but now I 
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page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

This month it’s a crossword, Hand your answers in by 
27th June and you may win a small prize.

Answers for last month: 
Antioch; Bethlehem; Corinth; Damascus; Derbe; Emmaus; Ephesus; Gethsemane; 
Jerusalem; Laodicea; Lystra; Nazareth; Samaria; Sardis; Thessalonica.

Across

 1 Haman’s end (7)

 5 Cereal grain (4)

 7 Messiah (6)

 8 Grind (5)

 9 Priest who returned 
from Babylon with 
Zerubbabel (4)

 10 Roman ruler (6)

 15 Like a lamb (6)

 16 Parable feature (6)

 17 Don’t cast them 
before swine (6)

 20 Insects (4)

 21 Number of years 
Aeneas was 
bedridden (5)

 22 Capital of 8 down (6)

 24 Flavoursome plant (4)

 25 Mark (7)

Down
 2 Tree, mentioned only 

in Isaiah (3)
 3 They may be 

girded (5)
 4 Purified by Elisha (5)
 5 Nathanael’s home (4)
 6 Flower of Sharon (4)
 7 Foul weeds (6)
 8 Origin of Timothy’s 

father (6)
 11 Christ’s yoke is this (4)
 12 Sanctify with oil (6)
 13 Celestial body (4)
 14 Biblical divisions (6)
 17 One of David’s 

hymns (5)
 18 Loathe (5)
 19 Spouse (4)
 20 Defeated 

Benhadad (4)
 23 Joshua’s father (3)
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