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Robert Louis Stevenson is probably best known for writing Treasure 
Island, Kidnapped, and other works. For me, his best piece is his 
Christmas Prayer. Over recent years, it has always been part of 
the Christmas celebration with Denfield Park Primary School and I 
have to say that a lump comes to my throat every time! So, for this 
Christmas newsletter I’ve printed it below, and I hope that you will be 
able to pray it, and that you’ll go to bed on Christmas night knowing 
that you’re forgiven – the great gift of Christmas.

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels,

the gladness of the shepherds
and worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love to all the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires  

with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children,

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven.

For Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Why not pray it this year, maybe with others? I hope you’ll be as blessed 
as I have been.
Have a lovely Christmas and I hope to see you at our 
celebrations this year.

…a prayer at Christmas
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the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

Scholars disagree as to the exact date of Christ’s birth. Nor do 
they know that the Church of the Nativity that’s visited every day 
by pilgrims in Bethlehem is the exact location of His birth. Nor can 
any of us comprehend how by the Holy Spirit a virgin girl could 
conceive a child. But here’s the good news: you don’t have to know 
when, where, or how Jesus was born, you just need to know why. 
‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life’ (John 3:16 KJV).
Only four things matter: 
1) If Christ had not come, God would be unknown to us. 
2) If Christ had not come, our sins would be unforgiven. The name 
Jesus means ‘Jehovah saves!’ John the Baptist called Him ‘the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world’. 
3) If Christ had not come, our prayers would be unanswered. In Bible 
days you needed a priest to petition God on your behalf. And Jesus is 
our High Priest who ‘understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of 
the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to 
the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and 
we will find grace to help us when we need it most’ (Hebrews 4:15-16 NLT).
4) If Christ had not come the first time, we would have no assurance 
that He will come the second time and catch us away to heaven to 
be with Himself.

 SUNDAY  22nd  OCTOBER ........................... £540.00
 SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER ........................... £347.98
 SUNDAY 5th NOVEMBER ........................ £281.00
 SUNDAY 12th NOVEMBER ........................ £404.00
 SUNDAY  19th NOVEMBER ........................ £340.80church  

offerings The Thank-Offering final total was £2266.60.

In addition, the sum of £1040 is currently paid direct into the bank 
each month. If you would like to join those who pay in this way, please 
see Richard Weekley. 

if Christ had not come…

‘Behold the 
Lamb of 

God, which 
taketh away 

the sin of 
the world.’  

John 1:29 KJV
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WEDNESDAY 6th  –  South End Infant School  
   (Anne leading)

TUESDAY 12th  –  Whitefriars Primary School

the minister’s school assemblies 
this December
(for your prayers please)

Our pretty Christmas cards do not do it justice – the stable 
that Jesus was born in would have been smelly, dirty, and 
full of mess.   So why did God not provide something 
better for His beloved Son?   Why let Joseph and Mary 
scrounge around until they ended up in a smelly stable?
Perhaps because the King of Kings being born in a foul 
stable is a perfect picture of redemption.  Jesus came from 
glory into a world filled with the dirt, filth and darkness of 
sin. And Jesus was not put off by darkness in the least – 
instead, He came to be the Light of the World. Thank God 
for His unspeakable gift.   No wonder the angels sang 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” (Luke 2:14)

After all the festivities of Christmas week, we hope 
that you will be able to join us on Sunday 31st 
December. 
We will begin with breakfast from 9.45am where 
everyone is invited to join us. This will be followed by 
an Informal Service at the usual time of 10.45am. We 
really hope to see you – Come and have breakfast!  
(John 21 v 12!).

Everyone is welcome to join us on Sunday 17th December 
at 4.00pm for our Service of Lessons & Carols which will 
be followed by our Christmas tea. 
Please hand your names in to Jeanette so that we know 
how many to cater for. Come along, join in, there may be 
some Christmas surprises too!

Christmas:  
why was  

Jesus born  
in a barn?

Christmas  
tea!

New 
Year’s Eve 

Service

31
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weekday diary dates
december 2017

 SAT 2nd 10.00am Coffee Morning    

 TUES  5th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road   

     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls    

 WEDS  6th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group    

     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse    

 THURS  7th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Carols & Christmas Tea   
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club    

     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club    

 FRI  8th   7.30pm Annual Quiz Night    

 SAT  9th 10.00am Coffee Morning    

 TUES  12th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue   
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls    

 WEDS  13th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group    

     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse    

 THURS  14th 10.00am Denfield Park Primary School in Church   
     6.00pm Y-Not Youth Club    

 SAT  16th 10.00am Coffee Morning    

 MON  18th   1.30pm Alfred Street Junior School in Church  

 TUES  19th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road   

 WEDS  20th   7.30pm Home Group at the Manse    

 MON  25th 10.30am Christmas Morning Service  
    with the Mission Church (at High Street)   
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december 2017
sundays at high street

 
 

 SUNDAY    3rd 10.45am Visit of Denfield Park  
    Primary School Choir

 SUNDAY 10th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson 
    (incl. Communion)  

   4.00pm Christmas 2nd Sunday!

 SUNDAY 17th 10.45am Children’s Nativity Service

   4.00pm Lessons & Carols,  
    followed by tea

 SUNDAY 24th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   4.00pm Christingle Service

 SUNDAY 31st 9.45am Breakfast for all

   10.45am Informal Service 
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there’s 
something 

about  
Mary

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 
call Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, 
and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom will 
never end.’ ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a 
virgin?’ (Luke 1:30-34)

While it has always been possible to make too much of Mary, it has 
been all too easy to make too little of her. Because, even if she is not an 
object of faith, she is an example of faith. And a very real example too.
Her story is elaborated in later Christian literature and art, with accounts 
of her own miraculous birth and childhood, accompanied by regular 
angelic visitations. Annunciation scenes sometimes portray Mary as 
reading Scripture or praying, or spinning purple thread for the temple 
veil – none of which is found in the gospels. 
Instead, like the fishermen and tax collectors who would be called, 
her heavenly encounter comes in the midst of everyday life – as an 
ordinary Galilean girl engaged to be married to Joseph. And, like the 
rest of us would be, she’s surprised and scared by the arrival of Gabriel.
Her response to his message is just as human, and wonderfully real. 
Faced with the increasingly amazing announcement – child, then son, 
then great, then Son of the Most High, then King, then eternal – Mary 
is frozen back at step one. A child? She’s young, but she’s not stupid; 
she knows how babies are made, and she knows she’s not been with 
a man. And so she says: ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’ No 
deep theological question. No amazing insight. No request for a sign. 
And no objection: ‘I am the Lord’s servant... May your word to me be 
fulfilled’ (Luke 1:38).
It’s a staggering response. Her reputation would be at stake, and her 
husband-to-be might want nothing more to do with her. She will play 
out something of the scandal of the gospel in her very self, and yet 
consents to do so as a servant of the Lord. She believes the word that 
is spoken to her, even if she doesn’t fully understand it, and her trust 
exercises itself in submission.
Then, as her story goes on, faith and obedience will give rise to joyful 
singing and quiet reflection – all appropriate responses of ordinary, 
everyday servants of God since, at Christmastime and all times.

By Anthony Billington of the LICC (London Institute for Contemporary Christianity)
www.parishpump.co.uk
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it would 
be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all the best 
on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

flowers   
this month

Thank you to the following who will be providing flowers for the 
church in December and of course to all those who have blessed the 
church in this way during the past year. Also to Jill and Madge who 
have organized the rota.

The list for 2018 is being drawn up – if you would like to provide 
flowers for one or more Sundays, please see Jill Waller or Madge 
Trusler.

dates for your diary - january 2018
 FRIDAY 5th Family Cinema Night (6.00pm)
 SATURDAY 20th Church Members AGM (10.00am)
 TUESDAY 23rd Leaders Meeting at the Manse (7.30pm)

 10th  -  Ann Lawman (for Richard)

 3rd - JILL WALLER
 7th - CAROL BUTLER
 13th - VERA TIMPSON
 20th - DAVID TRUSLER  

21st  - KEVIN DEIGHTON
 22nd - EBONY WEBB 
 25th - ANN BRYANT

If you have anything you’d like to put in future editions  
of inTouch then please pass it to Phil or Colin. 

inTouch  
articles

The boy forgot his lines in the Christmas drama presentation. 
His mother, sitting in the front row, tried to prompt him, 
gesturing and forming the words silently with her lips, but it 
didn’t help. Her son’s memory was blank.  
Finally, she leaned forward and whispered the cue, ‘I am the 
angel Gabriel!’  The child beamed with acknowledgment, and 
in a loud, clear voice so that everyone in the audience could 
hear him say: ‘My Mummy is the angel Gabriel!’

to make 
you smile!
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

As it’s Christmas, it’s another of those initial letter quizzes. Can you work 
out the following Christmas songs and carols? Hand your answer to the 
Minister before 31st December and you may win a small prize.

 1.  AFTROG
 2.  SB
 3.  ITBM
 4.  IBTLALLC
 5.  DYHWIH
 6.  HC(WIO)
 7.  OCNACS
 8.  FTS
 9.  SHLOABOS
 10.  LC
 11.  TMWTOTY
 12.  GRYMG
 13.  WCMTM
 14.  ICUTMC
 15.  JBR
 16.  SCICTT
 17.  IWICBCE
 18.  WTK
 19.  TCS
 20.  CAJTC

Answers to last time: 
1. Theresa May;   2. Harrison Ford;   3. David Beckham;   4. John Wesley;   5. Thomas Edison;    
6. Fiona Bruce;   7. Aled Jones;   8. Clement Attlee;   9. Michael Caine;  10. Andy Murray;    
11. Billy Graham;   12. Alfred Nobel;   13. Bruce Forsyth;   14. Kylie Minogue;   15. Peter Bone;  
16. Judi Dench;   17. Serena Williams;   18. William Wilberforce;   19. Simon Cowell;   20. Edward Elgar


