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I don’t know if you have watched any of the Paralympics which 
have taken place recently. I have to say that I have been amazed 
at some of the things which the competitors are able to do despite 
what we might see as the obstacles they have to overcome. One 
of the most inspirational men I saw was Ibrahim Hamato. He 
loved playing table tennis but at the age of ten he lost both of his 
arms in an accident. He so wanted to play that he learned to play 
with his bat in his mouth (serving by throwing the ball up with his 
foot). He has now become an internet sensation and can hold 
his own against top table tennis players. His YouTube video has 
been watched over three million times.
How many times have we looked at ourselves and thought, ‘I can’t 
do it’. It may be in many walks of life. It can be said too in our Christian 
lives – there are so many obstacles, and even ‘God couldn’t use me 
because…’ In the midweek Bible Study we are looking at the twelve 
disciples – we saw in Peter how God used him even though he was 
not perfect. We saw how Jesus looked at Peter and rather than 
see what he was, Jesus saw his potential, what he could become. 
My daily calendar had this thought, ‘It takes faith and optimism to 
be able to look past other’s shortcomings and see what they can 
become’. Do we put limitations on ourselves, or our view of others 
– seeing the obstacles rather than the possibilities?
When London held the Paralympics in 2012, the motto was to 
be inspired. Let’s be inspired by the amazing achievements of so 
many in Rio 2016 – but we will only be truly inspired if we turn that 
into action. Be inspired that God sees the potential in you – what 
you can become. Of course He sees what we are now too – but 
then gives us the opportunity to be changed. 
Let’s not say ‘I can’t’, but rather ‘God can!’.

…how can they do that?
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try to make amends…
Zacchaeus had a bad reputation; as a tax collector he got rich 
by cheating people. And the fact that Jesus spent the night at 
his house shocked the religious community. We’re not privy 
to what Jesus told Zacchaeus that night, but it caused him to 
respond, ‘Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions 
to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything,  
I will pay back four times the amount.’ Jesus answered, 
Today salvation has come to this house’ (v. 9 NIV 2011 Edition).

There’s an important lesson here about becoming whole. The 
basis of true emotional healing rests on your willingness to 
forgive and when possible, make amends to those you’ve hurt. 
If you owe someone a debt, you must try to pay it. If you’ve 
wounded them, you must apologise and try to restore the 
relationship. Jesus said: ‘This is how I want you to conduct 
yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship 
and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a 
grudge a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave 
immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and 
only then, come back and work things out with God. Or say 
you’re out on the street and an old enemy accosts you. Don’t 
lose a minute. Make the first move; make things right with him’ 
(Matthew 5:23-25 MSG).

So, who do you need to make things right with today? Pray for 
grace - then go take care of it. When you do God will bless you, and 
you’ll feel better about yourself too!

 Sunday  28th  auguSt ................................. £394.45
 Sunday  4th  SePtember ........................... £289.30
 Sunday  11th  SePtember ........................... £290.80
 Sunday  18th  SePtember ........................... £413.70church  

offerings In addition, £1000 is given direct to the bank each month.
Many thanks

‘I will pay  
back four 
times the 
amount.’

Luke 19:8 NIV 
(2011 Edition)
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If you have anything you’d like to put in future editions  
of inTouch then please pass it to Phil or Colin. 

inTouch  
articles

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

Please come and join us this month… 

Sunday 9th October, 4.00pm 
Crafts, chat, refreshments, sketches, video,  

short talk and more.  
It’s suitable for everyone – do come along and give it a go!

2
nd
sunday

2
nd
sunday

Forthcoming attraction: …no it’s not the film night but the 
visit of Les Wade from Heartlink on Sunday Oct 16th. Les 
will be speaking in our morning service about the work they 
do and knowing Les, this will be enjoyable, informative and 
challenging.
In August we sent a gift of £100 to Heartlink. Other donations 
made were: £50 to Siloam Christian Ministries, £50 to Novimost 
- remember their visit last October. £50 was also sent to OMS 
(One Mission Society) this will provide 10 bibles for Cuba!  
We also enjoyed recently the visit of Karen Baxter to the 
Wednesday Meeting, she is currently home on furlow and 
hopefully by the time you read this she will have secured her visa 
to continue her work in Nepal. £150 was sent to Sodahar, this is 
the organisation that now supports Karen and others in Nepal.
And finally, as we pass from summer to the autumn can I remind 
those of you with Missionary boxes to hand them in ASAP. This 
event always reminds me of how fast the time goes! Till next 
time then, thank you.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of 
several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.

Jean will be leading a weight-management series on Wednesday 
nights. She’s used the programme herself and has been growing 
like crazy!

The Rev. Adams spoke briefly, much to the delight of his audience.

a few more 
funny church  

notices…



 Sat 1st 10.00am Coffee Morning 

   10.00am Morning of Outreach Training at the Mission
 tueS  4th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WedS 5th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 thurS 6th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
 Sat 8th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 tueS  11th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 11 Kilburn Place 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
     7.30pm Leaders Meeting at the Manse 
 WedS  12th    9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     2.00pm Service at Kilburn Place 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 thurS  13th   2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Julie Ellitson 
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
 Sat  15th 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 tueS  18th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WedS  19th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group 
     7.30pm Home Group at the Manse 
 thurS  20th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club 
 Sat  22nd 10.00am Coffee Morning 

 tueS  25th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue 
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls 
 WedS  26th   7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road 
 thurS  27th   1.00pm  Women’s Auxiliary  
    – Fish & Chip Lunch and Craft Afternoon 
 Sat  29th 10.00am Coffee Morning 
    20164

weekday diary dates
october 2016



 
 Sunday    2nd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson    
    (incl. Communion)

    6.00pm Home Meeting – All welcome 
    11 Kilburn Place

 Sunday 9th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     4.00pm 2nd Sunday! 

 Sunday 16th 10.45am Mr. Les Wade (Heartlink)

   6.00pm Communion Service  
    in the Hall

 Sunday 23rd 10.45am Mr. Jon Thompson

     6.00pm Service at Wymington 
    – Rev. Peter Norton

 Sunday 30th 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

     6.00pm Prayer Fellowship  
    in the Hall
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October is obviously the month when people celebrate Halloween. 
Every year it concerns me how this celebration has increased 
at a fast pace – fuelled no doubt by the shops who see it as an 
opportunity to increase their sales!
However, I did like the article I read which has been reproduced 
below – it gives a new line of thought about pumpkins!
A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised.  Curious, 
one of her colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a 
Christian. The lady was caught off guard and didn’t know how to 
answer.  Then she saw the office ‘jack-o’-lantern’ on a nearby desk 
and blurted out: “Well, it’s like being a pumpkin…”
Her colleague asked her to explain that one. And so she said:  
“Well, God picks you from the patch and brings you in and washes 
off all the dirt on the outside that you got from being around all the 
other pumpkins. 
Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from 
inside you. He removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  
Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside 
of you to shine for all to see.  
It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine or come 
inside and be something new and bright.”
Are you something new and bright?  Will you be smiling today, and 
shining with His light?

A recent survey of church leaders across the UK has found 
Arsenal to be the best supported football team in the Premier 
League.   Premier, the UK’s largest Christian media organisation, 
asked 200 leaders from across the denominations which team 
they supported.  After Arsenal, Liverpool came second.
As their nickname is ‘Saints’, Southampton may have hoped to have 
come higher in the list than joint ninth, especially with Manchester 
United’s ‘Red Devils’ coming in third.
Meanwhile the survey found one in five church leaders has prayed 
for their team to win, and one in seven has even skipped church to 
watch their team play.
(Note – Notts County are not mentioned, probably because they 
are not in the Premiership. If anyone has prayed they will win, 
sadly, this hasn’t been answered very often!)

Arsenal 
has most 

prayers 
behind 

them 
as new 

season is 
underway

be like a 
pumpkin!
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, it 
would be nice for us all to have the chance to wish one another all 
the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

this month

 10th - ella Weekley  
   &  daniel reeve

 19th - joShua Porter

 23rd - aliCia reeve

 24th - robin bryant

 26th - SoPhie lambert

 31st - aiden reeve

flowers   
this month

 2nd  - Margaret Randall  
   (Mum & Dad’s Anniversary)

 9th  -  Elsie Keech

 16th  -  Vacant
 23rd  -  Caroline Findlay-Line
 30th  -  Madge Trusler

The following people have offered to provide flowers. Many thanks 
to them and as always to Madge and Jill who arrange the rota and 
distribution of the flowers during the week

dates for your diary - november 2016
Sunday 6th November @ 4.00Pm
Annual ‘Service of Light’ 
This is for all who have lost someone dear to them – either 
recently or it may be a long while ago. It will last around 40 
minutes and contain hymns, readings and music. Do come along 
and invite others who you feel would really benefit from this. It will 
be followed by tea and cakes.

Saturday 26th November
the annual town Christmas lights Switch-on. We will have 
the hall open as always serving refreshments and with  
face-painting from 1.00pm onwards. We need volunteers to help 
serve refreshments between 11.30am and 4.00pm as well as 
people to be around and welcome visitors.

Sunday 27th November @ 10.45am
toy Service and Prize-giving for the children.
Look out for full details of our Christmas programme in the  
next issue of inTouch!
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Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

Answers to last time: 
1. Eastenders;   2. Holby City;   3. Doctor Who;   4. Allo! Allo!;   5. Antiques Roadshow;    
6. Only Fools and Horses;   7. Deal or no Deal;   8. Blue Peter;   9. News at Ten;    
10. Coast; 11. Britain’s Got Talent;  12. Top Gear;   13. Eggheads;   14. The Bill;    
15. Emmerdale;   16. Casualty;   17. Open All Hours;   18. Hi-De-Hi;   19. The Chase;    
20. Escape to the Country

 1.  A type of light dessert 
 2.  1960s Gerry Anderson Puppet Show  
 3.  Cowardly bird  
 4.  Shy fish  
 5.  A quick bird   
 6.  Bird used in construction  
 7.  Takes the most direct route   
 8.  Female relative runs away  
 9.  Eight cats   
 10.  Doesn’t play by the rules   
 11.  Makes a piano sound better  
 12.  Hello Mrs Sharples!  
 13.  Might travel by aeroplane    
 14.  One can’t but…   
 15.  One of the Fab Four
 16.  Quieten a Biblical vessel!   
 17.  The best angler    
 18.  Wear a door-opening device   
 19.  Half a Malaysian City    
 20.  Stoop suddenly

The cryptic clues below will lead you to find a creature. Hand your 
answers in before October 29th and you may win a small prize.


