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I enjoy singing Christmas carols. There are some really good traditional 
ones, but I also think that modern songwriters have added to the range 
of songs available to us at Christmas. I’m sure that you have your own 
favourites – and those that you don’t care so much for. There might be a 
variety of reasons why you prefer some over others – maybe they bring 
back particular memories of places you have sung them or people you 
sung them with, perhaps you like the tune or some of the words in them. 
Some people don’t like them – and I guess that might be because we sing 
just a few many times in a short period (or perhaps because we’ve been 
hearing Christmas music in the shops for what seems like months!) – not 
more carols!
I wouldn’t want to choose a favourite – I think that every year a different 
one seems to catch my attention. I do feel that we need to be careful how 
we treat carols – it’s easy to almost be carried along with a ‘sing-song’ 
much like we do with songs about bells that jingle and a red nosed reindeer. 
There’s nothing wrong with those songs, but carols mostly contain so much 
theology – I wonder how much people understand of what they are singing?
Let’s quickly look at ‘O little town of Bethlehem’ and a couple of phrases we 
sing so often:
‘The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee (Bethlehem) tonight’. 
We are not singing just nice words but acknowledging that Christ is the 
hope for the fears of the world. Whatever fear you’re facing – He will be your 
hope.
‘God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven’ – think about 
this for a moment – The Lord Jesus Christ left heaven to come not just to 
this earth – but to live in the hearts of all those who will trust Him – that we 
too can receive the full blessing of heaven and be with God for ever.
Just two phrases, but so wonderfully put. As we sing our carols and 
Christmas songs this year, think carefully upon the words, and truly 
celebrate Christmas in your heart.
Over the Christmas season we’ll sing virtually all the well-known carols (and 
some lesser known ones too), please do join us – and if we don’t sing your 
favourite when you’re here, do forgive me! 
Have a very Happy Christmas!
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 SUNDAY 4th NOVEMBER ........................ £243.25
 SUNDAY 11th NOVEMBER ........................ £289.00

  
church  

offerings In addition, the sum of £1045 was paid direct to the bank in October 
and the Thank Offering stands at £3192 which will go to the Hall 
Development Fund.

the word 
for today

Source:  
The Word for Today 

United Christian  
Broadcasters,  

Westport Road,  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF

Free issues of the daily  
devotional are available for  

the UK & Republic of Ireland.

The Real Story of Christmas
To fully appreciate the story of Christmas, you must look at  
three things:
1 - Who God called to tell the story. Shepherds! In first century 
Palestine they were considered to be the lowest in society. Yet 
God picked them to tell the greatest story. Perhaps that’s because 
some of us would have debated the story or even denied it. Not 
them: ‘They spread the word’ (v. 17 NIV 2011 Edition). This answers the 
question, ‘Could God use someone like me? Yes, you don’t need to 
be a scholar. Just tell people what you’ve seen and heard, and the 
change Jesus has made in your life. 
2 – The response of those who heard the story. ‘All who heard it 
were amazed.’ The grace of God is amazing: ‘God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation’ 
(2 Corinthians 5:19 NIV 2011 Edition). The gospel is not good advice, it’s good 
news! Your sin debt is cancelled; your books are reconciled, and 
now you can have a personal relationship with God by putting your 
trust in Christ. It doesn’t get any better!
3 – Mary’s part in the story. ‘Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart’ (Luke 2:19 NIV 2011 Edition). She wanted to 
understand what God was doing, and how it related to her. And you 
need to do that too. God doesn’t change, but He moves, and you 
have to stay in step with Him. There were many things Mary didn’t 
understand about God’s will, but she accepted and obeyed it. And 
that’s what God is asking of you too.

‘All who 
heard it were 

amazed.’ 
Luke 2:18 NIV  
(2011 Edition)
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Hi folks, firstly an update on the £500 sent to Christian Aid from 
the Harvest Festival. As you probably remember, the donation 
was then being increased to £2500, courtesy of the EU. This 
will be used in the following countries: Burkina Faso, Honduras, 
Malawi and Ethiopia to set up small businesses. This will be via 
the Women’s Support Association enabling them to rise out of 
poverty and help the local community.
We have also sent £200 to the WRU Overseas Missions from the 
Missionary Boxes. The WRU are currently supporting the crisis 
caused by the war in Yemen (more info can be found in the Union’s 
Contact magazine) and this gift will go there. We will be running our 
usual scheme of displaying one Christmas card on the notice board 
to all our church family, then donating any money saved in lieu to 
charity and this year we will also be sending this to this cause. 
Over the past years Sue Manton has arranged the display on the 
noticeboard for this. I would like to pay tribute and offer thanks 
to Sue for one of many things she did unselfishly for God and the 
Church. She will be sorely missed!
Thank you for your support of the missionary work over the last  
12 months, until next year, season’s greetings!

missionary  
report

Kevin Deighton 
Missionary  

Secretary

Loving, generous Father,
This Christmas, please help us to keep you at the centre of our 
preparations and celebrations. May our thankfulness for the gift of 
your precious son, Jesus, motivate all that we think and say and do. 
May the joy of His coming shine from us and attract those who don’t 
know what Christmas really means, so that they want to find out!
In Jesus’ name and for His glory,
Amen.

prayer for 
Christmas 

joy

Christmas 
stamps

Maria went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her Christmas cards.’ 
What denomination?’ asked the clerk. ‘Oh! Have we come to this?’ 
said Maria, ‘Well give me 50 Methodist and 50 Church of England 
ones please.’

carrier  
bags 

wanted!

Do you have a stash somewhere of carrier bags?  We need some 
for when we deliver the food collected to the food bank so if you 
would let Wendy have a few that would be most helpful. 
And a friendly reminder that the box is always there to collect non-
perishable items to be donated to the food bank. Toiletries etc are 
also very useful. Many thanks!
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weekday diary dates
december 2018

 SAT 1st 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES 4th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  5th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  6th   6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 FRI 7th   6.00pm Family Cinema Night – ‘Coco’
 SAT  8th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 TUES  11th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 15 Fern Road
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  12th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  13th 10.00am Denfield Park Primary School Christmas Concert 
     2.00pm Women’s Auxiliary – Carols & Cake
     6.00pm Allsorts Children’s Club
     7.30pm Y-Not Youth Club
 SAT 15th 10.00am Coffee Morning

 MON 17th   1.30pm Alfred Street Junior School Carol Service
 TUES  18th 10.00am Prayer Meeting – 50 Boundary Avenue
     2.00pm Short Mat Bowls
 WEDS  19th   9.15am Jellybabes Toddler Group
     7.30pm Home Group – 7 Lodge Road
 THURS  20th   6.00pm Y-Not Youth Club Christmas Bowling
 SAT  22nd 10.00am Coffee Morning

 MON 24th   4.00pm Christingle Service
 TUES  25th 10.30am Christmas Morning Service at the Mission Church

4
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december 2018
sundays at high street

 
 

 SUNDAY    2nd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson  
    (incl. Communion)

     6.00pm Communion at Acacia Lodge 
    with Margaret O’Dell

 SUNDAY 9th 10.45am Carol Service with the choir of  
    Denfield Park Primary School

   4.00pm Christmas Messy Church!

 SUNDAY 16th 10.45am Nativity Service!

 SUNDAY 23rd 10.45am Rev. Phil Hearson

   4.00pm Service of Lessons & Carols  
    followed by tea

 SUNDAY 30th 9.45am Breakfast

   10.45am Informal Service
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For those of us about to spend Christmas with a new child or 
grandchild, we will know how very special the arrival of a baby is! 
This Christmas we celebrate again God’s gift of Jesus: ‘Thanks be 
to God for His indescribable gift!’ (2 Corinthians 9:15).  
What can we say about this baby?
He is God Himself: 
The unthinkable has happened: God has become a human being!  
The eternal, creator God enters the world of time and space, both 
fully human and fully divine. This divine baby can bring hope to our 
messy world, because He has fully become part of it. He doesn’t 
stand apart but demonstrates a commitment to be with us and  
on our side in the midst of sin and suffering. 
He is human like us: 
Jesus fully engaged with the jungle of human experience. By His  
cross and resurrection, He can release us from the power of wrong,  
hurt and shame to secure for us a life of love, peace and forgiveness.  
Remember, the crib and cross are made of the same wood!
He is one with us: 
In the coming of Jesus, God doesn’t draw us simply into a cosmic 
event, but into a relationship. Just as you or I can hold and hug our 
children and grandchildren, so we have a God who wants to be 
intimately involved in our lives. As Immanuel, ‘God is with us’ (Matt 1:23).  
Therefore, the question is: Are we with Him? Are we ready to make 
space for Him at the centre of our Christmas celebrations this year?
‘At Christmas time, when we receive presents we don’t really need, 
God offers us a gift we cannot do without.’ (J John).
                                                                  By Paul Hardingham     www.parishpump.co,.uk

what’s  
in a  

name?

God’s  
Special  

Gift

Christmas is usually seen as the time when we remember the 
birth of a child. But what a child! This is what the prophet Isaiah 
wrote some 750 years previously:
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing 
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on 
and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
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If you would like to be included please let Jeanette know and we’ll 
endeavour to get a card to you on the Sunday nearest the date, giving 
us all the chance to wish one another all the best on our birthdays. 

church
birthdays

dates for your diary - january 2019
  SATURDAY  19th Church Members AGM at 10.00am  
   in the Vestry
 FRIDAY 25th  Family Cinema Night at 6.00pm 
 TUESDAY 29th Leaders Meeting at the Manse at 7.30pm

flowers   
this month

Many thanks to the following who have agreed to provide flowers, and 
of course to Jane and Madge for arranging the rota and distribution 

 2nd MARGARET O’DELL  
  (For mum)

 

9th  ANN LAWMAN  
  (For Richard) 

what did  
they say  

about  
Christmas?

 3rd - JILL WALLER
 7th - CAROL BUTLER
 13th - VERA TIMPSON
 20th - DAVID TRUSLER  

21st  - KEVIN DEIGHTON
 22nd - EBONY WEBB 
 25th - ANN BRYANT

“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it  
under a tree.”  
Roy L. Smith

“Yet as I read the birth stories about Jesus, I cannot help  
but conclude that though the world may be tilted toward  
the rich and powerful, God is tilted toward the underdog.”  
 Philip Yancey

“Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree.  
In the eyes of children, they are all 30 feet tall”  
Larry Wilde

“There has been only one Christmas -- the rest are 
anniversaries.”   
W. J. Cameron

I stopped believing in Santa Claus when I was six. Mother took me 
to see him in a department store and he asked for my autograph     
Shirley Temple
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puzzle page

Contacts: 
Minister: PHIL HEARSON 
on 01933 312392
Hall Manager/Caretaker: 
WENDY NEWMAN
on 07551 667505 

www.weschurchrushden.org.uk

Here’s one of those missing vowels (and incorrectly spaced) puzzles. 
All the answers are Christmas songs or carols. The prize is different this 
month. As it’s Christmas, a gift of £5 will be donated to a good cause 
chosen by the winner. Hand your answers in by the 29th of December 
(add a note where you want the money to go to should you win).

 1.  CML LYFT HFL
 2.  LNL YTHSCHR STMS
 3.  LT TSN WLTT SNWLT TSNW
 4.  SVR SDY
 5.  SWTH RSHPS
 6.  LTT LTWN FBTHL HM
 7.  SMDT HWNT RSSNW
 8.  CHR STMSL PHBT
 9.  CRLF THBLLS
 10.  WYNM NGR
 11.  DRV NGHM FRCHR STMS
 12.  TCMP NTHM DNGH TCLR
 13.  MR YSBYC HLD
 14.  LLWN TFRC HRST MSSY
 15.  NGLSF RMTHR LMSFG LRY
 16.  LTT LDRM MRBY
 17.  DYHR WH THR
 18.  BLVNF THRCH RSTMS
 19.  NTHBL KMD INTR
 20. HLYN GHT

Answers to last month:
1912 – World War one ended;   1815 – Battle of Waterloo;   1338 – The Hundred Years War 
began;   1941 – Pearl Harbour;   1953 – Edmund Hillary conquered Mount Everest;  
1965 – Death of Sir Winston Churchill;   1979 – Margaret Thatcher is first woman Prime 
Minister;   2002 – The Euro introduced;   1912 – Titanic hits an iceberg;   1564 – Birth of 
William Shakespeare;   1928 – Mickey Mouse drawn by Walt Disney;   1982 – Falklands War;    
1969 – First man on the moon;   1977 – Virginia Wade won Wimbledon;  
2012 – Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee


