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Chris Odgers

	 	 	 8	Mayfield	Avenue	
Poole

BH14 9NY

07881307829
christopherodgers@gmail.com

Date of Birth - 1972

Qualifications

BA(hons)	Geography	
Postgraduate	Diploma	in	Urban	Design

Postgraduate	Diploma	in	Urban	Planning
Member	of	the	Royal	Town	Planning	Institute

Employment 

Terence	O’Rourke		2005	onwards
Halcrow	2003-2005

Barton	Willmore	2000-2003
Roger	Evans	Associates	1997-2000

South	Bucks	District	Council	1994-1997

New Places 
Created

Over	the	last	18	years	I	
have	masterplanned	a	

wide	range	of	sustainable	
urban	extensions	and	

urban	redevelopment	sites	
throughout	the	UK.		With	an	
emphasis	on	placemaking	
and	local	distinctiveness	

my	masterplans	and	
accompanying	design	

statements	have	
been	instrumental	in	

gaining	outline	consent	
for	developers	and	

housebuilders.	
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Chris Odgers Urban Designer & Master Planner

New Garden 

Neighbourhood

Institutional	land	owner	-	2012-14

I have been leading the master planning of a large site 
on the edge of one of the south east‘s most prosperous 
towns. The site is under the full ownership of a major 
institutional land owner who is working with the local 
authority to bring forward a site through the upcoming 
SHLAA phase of the Core Strategy.

Working closely with our landscape team we have 
established a green infrastructure strategy with meets 
the requirements for ecological mitigation, SANG and FiT 
requirements. We have prepared a number of framework 
plan options and the example shown in this document is 
an illustrative layout drawn up at 1:2500.

South Wymondham 

New Neighbourhood

Endurance	Estates	-	2010-14

This project was commissioned by Endurance Estates 
Strategic Land for a site of 43ha on the south eastern 
edge of the small market town of Wymondham in 
Norfolk. Local people were unhappy with a previous 
application for a larger development in the area and it 
was therefore clear that further consultation work would 
need to be undertaken to persuade people that this 
was the right development in the right place. We set 
out to do this by being clear about the benefits that the 
development would bring to the market town. 

An early consultation event was held in the town centre 
over two days where we asked local people to set 
out their ideas for the site and its surroundings. This 
included a number of advertised presentations and 
innovative use of engagement tools such as sticky dot 
boards.

The masterplan development was underpinned with 
a detailed analysis of the character of Wymondham 
and key vistas across the site to the twin towers of 
Wymondham Abbey.  The masterplan accommodates 
800 houses, primary school, community hall and live 
work buildings. 

South Gillingham

Framework Plan

CG	Fry	&	Welbeck	Land		2011-2014

As part of North Dorset District Council’s Strategic 
Site Allocation process CG Fry and Sons joined 
forces with anothor landowner to promote two 
farms south of the town for strategic growth. 
Following an interview at which I presented we 
were appointed to prepare master planning studies 
which would show how the main sites could be 
designed in a comprehensive manner. The process 
is ongoing but I have recently been involved in a 
number of workshops with landowners to create an 
optimum solution.

http://www.designreviewpanel.co.uk
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Chris Odgers Urban Designer & Master Planner

Trumpington 

Meadows, Cambridge
Grosvenor	-	2008

I was asked to prepare a revised master plan for this 
development of 1,200 houses on the southern edge 
of Cambridge following a critical review of the previous 
master plan by CABE. The previous master plan had 
been prepared by the Landscape team who had used 
a series of formal elements such as circuses, squares 
and crescents which together formed a formal design 
which did not respond to the character of traditional 
urban form in the Trumpington area. The revised master 
plan which CABE complimented, took the form of a 
parameters master plan which broke the illustrative 
master plan down into its component parts.  The 
revised master plan was brought forward in consultation 
with the urban design team at Cambridge City Council. 
In February 2008 outline planning consent given to the 
scheme.

 

 

West Berkshire 
Design Code
West	Berkshire	Council		-	2006

I bid for and won the commission to prepare 
a district wide design code for West Berkshire 
Council. With assistance from a junior urban 
designer I wrote and illustrated the document with 
many hand drawn images. A significant portion of 
the work included the preparation of a character 
areas framework where every street in every town 
in the district was categorised into a series of 
chronological zones from historic through to 21st 
century development. 

The document was positively received by the 
council and has now been approved as a 
Supplementary Planning Document. 

  

 

 

North Whiteley,

Winchester
Consortium		-	2011-2012

Following difficult discussions with Winchester City 
Council on the development of the master plan 
for North Whiteley  I was asked to join the design 
team and rework the master plan by starting with 
a rigourous analysis of South Hampshire towns. 
The work is ongoing but we have now won back 
the trust of the City’s planners and urban designers 
in proceeding with the master plan.  One of the 
key parts of the process was to identify a series of 
urban design principles that represent key themes 
that can be incorporated into the layout for the 
urban extension for North Whiteley. 

As well as developing the master plan over the 
summer of 2011 with the officers at WCC, I have 
also been leading the public consultation work wich 
includes workshops and exhibitions.  

Figure 2.1 Illustrative master plan 

http://www.designreviewpanel.co.uk
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Chris Odgers Urban Designer & Master Planner

CEMEX portfolio 

Sites
Cemex	-	2012/Ongoing

Following business development pitches to CEMEX’s 
strategic estates team I was asked to lead a series of 
development studies on 6 of the companies key sites. 
These were located throughout the UK and ranged in 
size from 60 units to 300 units. Three of the sites were 
then taken forward to outline planning applications. We 
were asked to prepare master plans and design and 
access statements for the sites. 

 

 

Barton 
Oxford
Grosvenor		-	2011

Grosvenor were initially shortlisted to become a joint 
venture partner with Oxford City Council for the de-
velopment of 1,000 houses on a site on the nort-
hern side of the A40 in Oxford. I led the preparation 
of master plan for the competition bid which was 
successful. I made a particular effort to demonstrate 
how the master plan would enhance the outer edge 
of the city by employing a unique urban form of 
piano keys which reached out into the countryside 
edge. The project has brought in almost £1milllion 
pounds worth of fees to Terenec O‘Rourke. An 
outline application will be submitted in 2013.

  

 

 

Ledsham Road

Ellesmere Port
Redrow		-	2011-2012

In the spring of 2011 I presented and led an inter-
view with Redrow Homes NW at their St. David‘s 
office with their national head of planning Stuart 
Milligan. We were awarded the commission to 
prepare a master plan for 2,000 houses on a site 
to the west of Ellesmere Port. The site was heavily 
constrained with major utilities such as oil, gas and 
water mains. I led a series of public consultation 
events which were quite challenging as there was 
strong opposition to the development in the area. 

Following an officers recommendation to permit the 
development members initially refused the appli-
cation. In 2013 after a reduction in tital units the 
application was permitted. 

http://www.designreviewpanel.co.uk
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Winnall Valley Road

Winchester
Abbotswood	Properties	-	2014

We were asked by Abbotswood Properties to pre-
pare a pre-application report for a mixed use building 
located  on the edge of an industrial area in Winchester. 
I managed a team which included an urban designer, 
architect and landscape arachitect to prepare an 
analysis, design strategy and visual impact analysis of 
massing proposals. 

The site was only 3.6ha and offered opportunities 
for new private rented sector accommodation and 
enterprise units and studios for artists. 

 

 

Daedalus

Fareham
SEEDA	-	2011-2012

As	part	of	the	TO’R	master	planning	team	I	was	
commissioned	in	2007	to	prepare	a	master	
plan	for	the	redevelopment	of	the	former	Royal	
Navy	airbase	at	HMS	Daedalus,	Lee	on	the	
Solent,	Hampshire.	Working	with	SEEDA’s	
economic	development	specialists	the	team	
evolved	a	series	of	land	use	and	design	options	
for	the	site	which	formed	the	basis	of	a	public	
consultation	event	which	took	place	at	the	end	
of	2007.	

The	focus	of	all	the	options	was	the	central	
aim	of	enhancing	employment	opportunities	
in	this	relatively	economically	depressed	
part	of	Hampshire.	The	master	plan	seeks	
to	accommodate	the	specialist	aviation	and	
marine	sectors	along	with	a	range	of	general	
B1	and	B2	employment	types.	In	the	high	value	
waterfront	area	we	are	also	seeking	include	a	
hotel	and	a	range	of	local	supporting	mixed	
use	developments.		The	master	plan	is	now	
being	worked	in	detail	with	MVA	working	on	
transportation	and	Arup	Economics.		

Arborfield

Garrison
John	Laing	-	2012

I	prepared	a	master	plan,	concept	document	
and	phasing	strategy	for	a	bid	by	John	Laing	
to	the	Defence	Infrastructure	Organisation	
(DIO).	The	master	plan	strategy	sought	to	
accommodate	the	onerous	requirements	for	
Suitable	Alternative	Natural	Greenspace	(SANG)		
in	a	more	commercially	aware	layout	which	
created	a	linear	park	along	the	edge	of	the	
site	with	higher	value	housing	overlooking	the	
proposed	natural	park.

I	lead	a	series	of	dialogue	sessions	with	the	DIO	
team	and	also	presented	to	each	of	the	stage	
assessment	sessions	at	Pincent	Mason	in	the	
City	of	London.	Unfortunately,	just	before	final	
selection	John	Laing	made	a	corporate	decsion	
to	pull	out	of	all	pending	PFI	bids.			

Site boundary
(142.59 ha)

October 2012

Indicative masterplan sketch

- option 1 (alt primary school & food store location)

Arboreld , Berkshire 230602 SK004 IMS (OP1) Rev B

© Terence O’Rourke Ltd1:2500 @ A0

ConsortiumClient

Key
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Chris Odgers Urban Designer & Master Planner

Winning work . . .
I	love	winning	new	work!	

Over	the	past	9	years	at	Terence	O’Rourke	I	have	
been	instrumental	in	winning		many	projects	for	
the	practice.	These	have	ranged	from	simple	
commercially	astute	fee	proposals	to	major	interviews	
and	staged	competitions.	Good	references	from	
other	clients	combined	with	a	clearly	articulated	
passion	for	masterplanning	is	often	key	to	a	
successful	pitch.	

Recent	successful	bids;

South Gillingham 

2011	onwards	

A	successful	pitch	to	CG Fry and Welbeck Land 
based	on	a	fee	proposal	and	presentation	at	
interview.	This	has	lead	from	an	initial	concept	plan	
to		a	successfull	allocation	in	the	Local	Plan	and	now	
more	detailed	work	on	a	master	plan	framework.	

Current	value	of	fees	invoiced	-	£60,000 approx.  

Ledsham Road - Ellesmere Port

2011	onwards	

A	successful	pitch	to	Redrow based	on	a	fee	
proposal	and	presentation	at	interview.	This	has	lead	
from	an	initial	concept	plan	to	a	successful	outline	
planning	application	and	D&AS.

Current	value	of	fees	invoiced	-	£250,000 approx. 

 

CEMEX - Portfolio Sites

2012	onwards	

A	successful	pitch	to	CEMEX where	we	explained	
our	master	planning	capabilities.	This	has	lead	to	the	
practice	preparing	development	concept	reports	for	6	of	
the	company’s	sites.	We	have	now	taken	3	of	these	to	
outline	planning	applications.

Current	value	of	fees	invoiced	-	£80,000 approx. 

Barton, Oxford 

2011	onwards	

Preparation	of	a	stage	2	competition	response	where	
we	had	to	prepare	a	detailed	master	plan	and	financial	
proposal for Grosvenor to	be	the	preferred	JV	partner	
with	Oxford	City	Council.	We	have	now	prepared	
the	outline	planning	application	and	design	code	for	
Oxford’s	first	new	urban	extension	in	20	years.

Current	value	of	fees	invoiced	-	£300,000 approx. 

Tadpole Farm, Swindon

2013	onwards	

A	successful	pitch	to	Crest Nicholson where	we	
explained	our	master	planning	capabilities.	We	were	
commissioned	to	take	forward	the	Design	Code	for	
Tadpole	Farm	and	other	startegic	sites.

Current	value	of	fees	invoiced	-	£300,000 approx.        
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Key Skills & Experience

I	have	a	range	of	technical	and	managerial	skills	
which	lend	themeselves	to	being	a	master	planner	
who	can	work	equally	well	alone	or	heading	up	a	
team.

Presentations  

I	am	confident	at	presenting	master	planning	work	
to	a	range	of	audiences	from	professionals,	clients	
and	landowners	to	members	of	the	public.	Some	
of	my	biggest	challenges	include	presenting	at	
two	recent	RTPI	conferences,	one	of	which	was	to	
over	200	professionals	at	The	Guildhall	in	Bath.	On	
recent	projects	I	have	also	presented	meetings	of	
the	full	Council	at	Guildford	Borough	Council,	The	
Univeristy	of	Surrey’s	Board	and	senior	members	of	
the	Ministry	of	Defence	at	the	Defence	Infrastructure	
Organisation.	I	also	really	enjoy	presenting	to	
members	of	the	public		who	have	much	less	
understanding	of	planning	and	design	issues.	The	
key	challenge	is	to	explain	how	you	have	resolved	
complicated	problems	as	succinctly	as	possible.

Masterplan Design Skills 

I	pride	myself	on	the	quality	of	the	master	plan	
layouts	that	I	prepare	for	clients.	I	have	a	versatile	
approach	which	means	that	I	can	tailor	my	design	
response	to	the	differing	needs	of	clients	and	local	
authorities	whilst	ensuring	that	the	design	response	is	
appropriate	ti	the	site	and	location.	A	sketch	master	
plan	really	is	a	labour	of	love	for	me.	

Rationale Diagrams 

It	doesn’t	matter	if	you	have	prepared	the	best	
master	plan	in	the	world.	You	have	to	complement	
your	work	with	a	range	of	easy	to	understand	
explanatory	diagrams	and	text.	These	have	to	be	
pithy	cartoon	like	diagrams	which	get	across	the	
essence	of	a	development	proposal.	

Illustrations 

I	love	drawing	and	I	try	to	carry	a	sketch	book	with	
me	where	ever	I	go.	Over	the	years	I	have	developed		
as	an	illustrator	and	my	drawings	have	been	used	in	
many	of	the	practice’s	documents	and	brochures.

Software Packages 

I	am	skilled	in	a	number	of	relevant	software	
packages.	These	include	Adobe	Photoshop,	Adobe	
Indesign,	Adobe	Illustrator	Vectorworks,	AutoCAD	
and	Sketchup.	

Urban Design Networking 

I	regularly	attend	Academy	of	Urbanism	events	as	
well	as	a	number	of	Urban	Design	Group	Solent	
region	meetings.	As	mentioned	above,	I	have	also	
presented	to	the	RTPI	SW	region	conferences	in	
Bath	(2011)	and	Salisbury	(2013).

Public Consultation & Workshops 

Over	recent	years,	I	have	organised	and	run	a	range	
of	public	consultation	and	participation	events.	
These	include	public	exhibitions,	public	presentations	
and	stakeholder	workshop	events	which	follow	the	
Enquiry	by	Design	model.		

Design Council/CABE Design 
Reviews

I	have	had	three	major	projects	reviewed	by	Design	
Council/CABE.	In	all	three	cases	I	presented	to	the	
panel	and	dealt	with	the	questions.	

Management

I	am	a	member	of	Terence	O’Rourke’s	Practice	
Development	Group.	We	are	tasked	with	improving	
performance	across	the	practice.	I	have	been	
underatking	appraisals	for	the	urban	design,	
landscape	and	graphics	team.		This	has	all	been	
in	addition	to	the	project	work.	I	have	been	setting	
goals	for	the	team	and	have	led	sessions	explaining	
the	process	in	internal	staff	meetings.
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References
Set	out	below	are	a	number	of	references.

Clients 

Paul Sinclair
Director
Redrow Homes

Redrow	Homes	Limited
Redrow	House
St.	Davids	Park,	Ewloe
Flintshire,	CH5	3RX			
 
Tel:	01244	545655
Mobile:	07836	602768

paul.sinclair@redrow.co.uk

Jonathan Callcutt
Development Manager
Crest Strategic Projects

Crest	Nicholson
Crest	House
Pyrcroft	Road
Chertsey
Surrey,	KT16	9GN

Tel:	01932	580	444
Mobile:	07725	264944

jonathan.callcutt@crestnicholson.com

 

Line Manager

Richard Burton
Director
Terence O’Rourke

Terence	O’Rourke
Everdene	House
Deansleigh	Road
Bournemouth,	BH7	7DU
 
Tel:	01202	421142
Mobile:	07919	391726

richard.burton@torltd.co.uk
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