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AHNA BOARD MEETINGS 
The Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association Board meets on the 
2nd Tuesday of most months from 6:30 - 8:00 PM. The board will 
continue to meet virtually until public health authorities deem 
that it’s safe to gather. 

Every resident is welcome to attend. Please let a board member know 
if you plan to join. See page 7 or arborhills.org/board-members for 
the list of board members and contact information. 

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE JUNE 9TH. 
To see past meeting minutes, visit arborhills.org/meeting-minutes.                   

A R B O R  H I L L S
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

People may someday look back and ask what happened in Arbor Hills in the 
spring of 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic, so here’s a recap of what our 
neighbors have been through.
 
It’s certainly been hard—many of us stayed locked up in our houses and 
apartments—except to walk our dogs, let the kids out for a bit of fresh air, and 
to get some exercise. Others, as essential workers, continued to go to work to 
provide vital healthcare services, deliver food, and more. To practice social 
distancing, we had to cancel our plans to hold neighborhood get-togethers with 
food trucks in the park. Residents helped each other, donated what they could, 
and did their best to try to balance work and helping their kids with online 
learning. Like many events these days – from baby showers to business meetings 
to birthday parties – the Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association board meeting 
was held over a video call. The board voted to dip into our neighborhood’s rainy 
day funds to donate to a local food bank and other community organizations – a 
first in the history of the association. Like any other spring, we cleaned up our 
yards, planted flowers, and got together with our neighbors – but these get-
togethers look very different as everyone keeps their distance.
 
I think that when people look back, they’ll be proud of how our neighborhood 
responded in the face of a crisis. As we look ahead to a new normal, let’s 
continue to take care of one another and find ways to support our neighbors.
 
We’ve had to make some tough decisions about canceling neighborhood events, 
but believe that these changes are necessary to help us all stay safe. Your 
association has also continued to make progress toward other goals, like working 
with officials to address speeding traffic and find alternate routes for those driving 
through Arbor Hills as Fish Hatchery is repaved.
 
Of course, as always, I’ll mention the importance of your membership in the Arbor 
Hills Neighborhood Association. Together, we can speak with one collective voice 
to advocate for the needs of our neighbors – so make sure you’ve renewed your 
membership for 2020. If you haven’t done so, you can join on arborhills.org or 
reach out to our treasurer, Neil Dinndorf (ndinndorf@gmail.com) to find out if 
you’re already signed up.
 
As always, let me know how we can continue to make Arbor Hills  
a wonderful place to live.
 
See you around the neighborhood—six feet apart, of course!

James W. Cortada, 
President
Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association

EVENTS
To help keep our neighborhood safe during 
COVID-19, we made the difficult decision to 
cancel the neighborhood Easter egg hunt, 
Earth Day clean up, May and June food truck 
nights in the park. The garage sale will be 
postponed to a later date.

We’re hopeful that we’ll be able to hold the 4th 
of July parade and picnic and future food truck 
nights with some additional safety precautions. 
The board will evaluate the latest guidance 
from public health authorities as the dates draw 
closer. Keep an eye out for updates about 
these events on our website (arborhills.org) and 
Facebook page.

SAVE THE DATES
• Saturday, July 4 - 4th of  

July Parade & Picnic 

• Food Truck Nights: 
Thursday, August 13 
Thursday, September 3

www.arborhil ls.org



Shawn Page and Erin Hynum organized 
a gathering on Irvington Way, with 
neighbors staying a safe distance apart 
and communicating using megaphones.
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Shawn Page and 
her family got 
in on the chalk 

art fun, too! 

Missy Dickson leads 
virtual story time with 
her friend’s daughter.

Thad Schumacher, with Fitchburg Family Pharmacy, organized 
a cycling team as part of a campaign through the Boys and 
Girls Club. The campaign provides funds to the food service 
industry so they can give meals to first responders and 
 healthcare workers as they serve our community on the 
  front lines. These photos were taken in past years. This 
  year, the event is continuing with participants biking, 
   running, hiking, swimming… basically any activity, all 
    on their own rather than in a group setting. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
  

 

 

   
     

        Lee Wilson-Hayes and 
        her daughter decorated 
Ashford Lane with uplifting 
messages using sidewalk chalk. 
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FINDING COMMUNITY DURING COVID-19 
Social distancing and the loss of our normal routines can leave us all feeling disconnected and isolated.  
I asked for people to share ways that they’ve found to continue to connect with their neighbors when we can’t 
be physically together, and I received a flood of responses. They range from small kindnesses - like picking 
up groceries for someone or stopping to catch up while out for a walk - to uplifting sidewalk art, to donating 
time and talents to help out a neighbor, to finding creative ways to get together while staying safely apart. 
Here are a few of the ways Arbor Hills residents connected to the community during the coronavirus.
By Ashley Gibson, AHNA Newsletter Editor



The Arbor Hills Neighborhood Association 
Board gathers over video chat for the
monthly meeting.

Neighbors on Leyton Circle gathered for a happy hour 
one afternoon - at an appropriate distance from one 
another - and took advantage of the sunshine.

Gracie and Luke on Leyton 
Lane exchanged goodies with

 their friends next door, 
Owen and Noah. They’re 
staying safely apart and 

looking forward to playing 
basketball together again!

Hallie Ringhand, therapist, corporate wellness 
coach and trainer who has over three decades 
of experience provides a series of free 
workouts on her YouTube page, New U.

d for a happy hourfor a happy hourhappy hourh hh h

titi

Hallie Ringhand, therapist, corporate wellness Hallie Ringhand, therapist, corporate wellness allie Ringhand, therapist, corporate wellness lie Ringhand, therapist, corporate wellness orporate wellness rporate wellnessporate wellnessorate wellnessrate wellnesste wellnesst ll essll ssllll

Cassie Ringhand 
celebrated her graduation 
from UW Madison with 
neighbors who gathered 
(at a distance) on 
Irvington Way for a 
rendition of Jump Around.



By Ashley Gibson, AHNA Newsletter Editor

On a recent Friday night, Shawn Page and Erin Hynum enjoyed a 
fish fry in a classic Wisconsin supper club, along with the requisite 
cocktails - Old Fashioneds, of course. It sounds like the way many of 
us might spend a Friday night before the orders to stay home, before 
many of our worlds became much smaller. 

Shawn and Erin aren’t ignoring the rules or living in an alternate 
universe; in fact, in Shawn’s role as a scheduler at UW Hospital, 
she’s experienced firsthand the seriousness of the crisis. They just 
believe that the size of their world is only limited by the size of their 
imaginations. The “supper club” they visited was their own dining 
room in their home on Irvington Way, transformed with red lamps 
and menus listing the night’s specials. 

“For me, having fun isn’t about extravagance,” Shawn said. “It’s about being creative with what you have.”

Over the past few weeks, their house has also morphed into the exclusive, relaxing Spa de 
Irvington, a classy poolside restaurant for weekend brunch, and “Irv’s Tavern,” complete 
with disco lights, a pool table, and a bucket of Pabst. 

Their creativity extends beyond their own home and into their neighborhood. Shawn decided 
to host a neighborhood block party, with everyone remaining in their respective driveways. 
For a moment, she wondered how they’d be able to hear one another. Then she decided to 
order megaphones: problem solved. The parties have now become a weekly ritual.

Shawn has always gone out of her way to build a community in creative ways. Shortly after 
they moved into Arbor Hills, she threw Erin a larger-than-life Gatsby-themed birthday party 
featuring 1920s-themed drinks, decorations, and matching 
attire. As a musician and former nightclub owner, Erin 
knows how to play to the crowd. He arrived at the party 
in a Packard and recited the famous line: “I’m afraid I 
haven’t been a very good neighbor ol’ sport. You see,  
I’m Gatsby.”

Those who know Shawn and Erin, however, would argue that they have been very good 
neighbors. You may also recognize them as the Duke and Duchess of Irvington, their Halloween 
alter-egos who served candy and adult beverages at the end of their driveway last October.

The pair met online in 2015, and it quickly became clear that they were a perfect match. Both 
lifelong Wisconsinites, they share a love for bringing people together and finding creative ways 
to have fun - even during a pandemic. 

“Shawn is the perfect person to quarantine with,” Erin said. “Every day is a new adventure.”

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS: Shawn Page & Erin Hynum
With imagination and creativity, this Irvington Way pair make their own fun in the midst of COVID-19

Erin arrives at his Gatsby-themed birthday party in a Packard.

The Irvington Way Supper Club.

The Duke and Duchess of Irvington.



VALUE OF TREES
 
Beauty, color, shade. The aesthetic value of trees is priceless 
– but, trees have a monetary value as well. Estimates vary, 
but according to the University of Kentucky, “a house on a lot 
with trees or in a neighborhood with mature trees is up to 20% 
more saleable.”  One landscape design firm values mature, 
healthy, well-placed trees at $1,000-$2,000 each.
 
Trees provide environmental benefits, too. They can decrease 
heating and cooling costs, trap carbon dioxide, reduce the 
effects of ozone and other pollutants, and minimize damage 
from stormwater runoff.  Scientists and urban planners try to 
calculate how much help the trees on your property can do.
 
WHOSE TREE?
 
In the city of Madison, trees on the greenways, terraces 
(between the sidewalk and street), and in parks are the 
responsibility of the Forestry Deptartment. An urban forestry 
special charge is assessed to all Madison properties and 
appears on your municipal services (water/sewer) bill.
 
Property owners are responsible for trees within their lot 
lines. If a tree on your property overhangs a lot line, the tree 
is still your responsibility. You should prune your own trees, 
but neighbors have been known to take down overgrowth if 
not addressed. Avoid disputes. Talk to your neighbors about 
pruning and other issues. If a neighbor can prove that your 
tree is a hazard – and you don’t take care of it – you could 
be responsible for any damage that occurs. 
 
Check your homeowner’s policy about tree damage/
replacement coverage. You might be surprised to learn that if 
your neighbor’s tree falls onto your property due to weather, 
lightening, etc. and causes damage, you and your insurance 
company are responsible, even though the tree is theirs. 
Unless you can document that the tree was a hazard, you must 
pay for removal and repairs.

TREE CARE
 
Urban trees are stressed trees, and stressed trees are vulnerable 
to disease. Here are some tips:
 
Oaks:  Prune only in cold weather, in late fall or winter. 
Otherwise, the trees are susceptible to disease.  Oak wilt 
and gypsy moths can damage or kill oaks. UW extension has 
information about both.
 
Ashes:  Emerald ash borer (EAB) is killing most ash trees in 
Madison. The city has a treatment/removal plan.  City trees 
scheduled for removal will be out by late spring 2020.
You can treat your own ash trees.
 
Japanese beetles:  These invasive pests love birch trees and many 
ornamental trees/shrubs. They are attracted by smells. Traps use 
that smell; thus, they attract more beetles to your yard.

 For more information, visit the websites for the Wisconsin 
Horticulture Division of Extension at:  
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/
and the City of Madison Urban Forestry section of the Streets 
Division at:  
https://www.cityofmadison.com/streets/forestry/

LOVING OUR TREES By Paula Alt

Many of us have been stuck at home more than usual 
these days, so walks around the neighborhood have 
become a common escape. As you stroll through Arbor 
Hills, there’s a lot to appreciate about the beautiful, 
mature trees that surround us. Here are a few things  
we can keep in mind that will help us better understand  
and care for these lovely giants that line our streets and  
our lawns.

WE DELIVER
7 DAYS A WEEK!

608.573.BARK (2275)
608.692.BARK  (2275)

4230 Acker Rd.     Madison, WI

*3 Cubic Yard Minimum For Delivery
1 Yard Covers Approximately 100 Sq. Ft

3-4 Inches Deep

Shredded Oak • Colored • Cedar
Playground Chips

Proudly Serving 
ARBOR HILLS  

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch!

PRINT A COUPON AT
www.jrsmulchsales.com



CITY OF MADISON LAUNCHES LOOK FORWARD 

Look Forward is a new online initiative of the City of Madison that will promote  
a sense of connectedness spanning all neighborhoods and communities within the 
City of Madison.

Look Forward invites you to share how you, your neighbors, your friends and 
family members, your coworkers, and others have been supporting and uplifting 
each other in ways big and small. Show us what holds “us” together during 
this challenging time. We want to see what makes you positive, inclusive, and 
resilient.

“Every member of our community is vital,” said Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway. 
“We all have something to contribute. By staying home, by maintaining social 
distancing when away from home for necessary activities, by washing your hands and wearing a face covering when outside of your 
home,  you are flattening the curve, especially here in Dane County. I know that this is hard in so many ways for our community, but 
we are a strong and resilient community. Look Forward celebrates the true nature of Madisonians and helps us connect with each 
other online and look ahead to a time when we can safely be together in person again.” 

The images, events, and stories shared through Look Forward will cultivate optimism in this time of uncertainty by:
• Encouraging healthy behaviors, educating people about coping strategies,
• Sharing examples of inclusivity, positivity, resilience, and connectedness across all Madison neighborhoods and communities,
• Celebrating essential workers such as bus drivers, technology staff, grocery store workers, trash collectors,  

emergency responders, and medical staff
• Preparing our community for economic recovery 

You can follow and engage with the campaign on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Facebook:  @LookForwardMadison Instagram:  @lookforwardmadison Twitter:  @LookForwardMsn Website:  lookforwardmadison.org  
Look Forward is a City of Madison collaboration coordinated by Madison Public Library and Madison Arts Commission, with the 
artistic support of Art & Sons and The Bubbler.

In these difficult times, what does it mean to connect with each 
other? How can we “look forward” to a time that feels different 
than the present?  From The City of Madison

NEW NEIGHBORS  
Chloe & Aaron

on Grandview Blvd.

Heather and Ryan Trimmer  
welcomed a new baby boy.  

Big brother Blake is very excited.

Have an announcement to  
share with your neighbors?  

Email newsletter@arborhills.org  
so it can be included in the next edition!

Welcome to
Arbor Hills

The start of summer has all of us picturing sunny days, time at the lake, backyard 
grilling… and construction season. Rest assured, there will be no shortage of 
construction near Arbor Hills this summer. Here’s an update on the latest:

Fish Hatchery Road: Crews continue to make progress along Fish Hatchery Road 
between the Beltline and Traceway Drive. The first phase of the project - constructing 
temporary median accommodations - was completed in April. The second phase - 
constructing northbound lanes - will run through mid-July. To keep up with the latest 
updates, check out the Fish Hatchery Road Project website (https://www.fitchburgwi.
gov/2626/23231/FHR-Recon) and connect through Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 

Verona Road: Crews continue to make progress along the eastbound side of 
County PD/McKee Road between Fitchrona Road and Commerce Park Drive. After 
Memorial Day, County PD traffic is anticipated to shift onto the new pavement. 
Check out www.VeronaRoadProject.wi.gov and follow the project on Facebook to 
stay up-to-date on the latest information.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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ARBOR 
COVENANT  
CHURCH

2509 McDivitt Road  
271-1955 

www.arborcovenant.org 
Sunday morning services at 10:30 

follow us:      

Inclusive community 
…sharing grace…  

living out reconciliation



SWIPE YOUR DEBIT CARD. 
ROUND UP.  SAVE.

EARNS 10% APY*

Membership eligibility required. *APY= Annual Percentage Yield.  Rate and o�er are subject to change at any time. Federally insured by the NCUA. 

You make purchases conveniently and safely with your MFCU 

Debit Card.  We round up the purchase, up to the next dollar 

amount and deposit it into your Round-Up Savings account, 

where it earns a high dividend rate.

•  Must have a Members First Checking Account and Debit Card

•  No fees, service charges, or minimums

3401 W. Beltline Hwy.
Madison, WI 53713

www.mbr1cu.org608-271-5301

Find Energy Savings Here.

Make mge.com your first stop.

• Get easy, low-cost ways to save energy.

• Use calculators to estimate your savings.

• Learn about incentives from Focus on Energy.

Join us in creating a more sustainable future. 
Visit mge2050.com.

Your community energy company

Partner with MGE to 
save energy.
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