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WOW! 
What can the chamber do to WOW 

you? 
Let us know! 

Dear Chamber Member, 
 We are so excited to host the Minnesota 
Vikings in Morris team and players when they Take 
Over the Town on Wednesday, May 3rd and Thursday, 
May 4th! We hope you will join us in decking your 
storefronts in purple and gold as well as wearing 
Vikings attire while they are here. There will be 
various media in town and we want to make this a big 
deal and make them feel welcome! Let’s show how 
much purple pride we have! Congratulations again to 
the Morris Tigers from winning Football Program of 
the year and bringing the Vikings here to Morris! The 
Chamber is currently looking for donations to assist 
with the cost of downtown décor including balloons, 
ribbons, banners and more. If your business would like 
to contribute, please contact our office.  
 The next Chamber Social will take place at the 
Courage Cottage on Tuesday, May 9th from 7:30-9 a.m. 
with Riverwood Bank co-sponsoring. Morris Socials 
are open to all Chamber businesses and employees so be 
sure to invite all of your staff! Feel free to enjoy some 
breakfast treats and beverages and come and go as you 
can before work. See the invitation for the social later in 
this newsletter.   
  Prairie Pioneer Days 2017 is quickly 
approaching! If you have an event or activity you would 
like included in our advertising, please contact us as 
soon as possible! Posters will be coming out at the 
beginning of May.  
 As you can see, we have a lot going on here at 
the Chamber but we couldn’t do any of it without you, 
our Member. Thank you so much for your continued 
membership and support! 
 
Andrea Koehntop 
Marketing Director 

NEW MEMBERS: 

KJH Builders: 
320-219-0978 

Thank you for joining us, we are 
happy to have you! 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The MN Vikings are 
Taking Over the Town 

on May 3rd and 4th! 
Contact our office if 

you would like to 
contribute to the 
downtown décor! 

 
 

Prairie Pioneer 
Days will be on July 

14th-16th! If you 
have an event or 

activity you would 
like included in our 
advertising, please 
contact us as soon 

as possible! 
 
 
 

SEND YOUR PHOTOS! 
 

In our efforts to better promote 
our chamber businesses, we are 

asking you to email your 
photos, or tag us in your 

Facebook posts! You will get 
more advertising for free by 

doing this and more people will 
see your posts! Please keep 

sharing with us and including 
you in your business events and 

photos!  
 

 
 
 

REMINDERS: 
Please contact the Morris 

Area Chamber of Commerce 
if your business has any 
change of address, email 

address, phone number, etc. 
If you are interested in 

learning more about our 
different committees and/or 

becoming part of our 
committees, please contact 
us!  We would appreciate 

the participation. 
(320)-589-1242 

morrismnchamber@gmail.com 
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Non-Profit Spotlight: 

Morris Lions 

 Without the Morris Lions, many of the events and activities that happen in Morris would not exist. The Morris 
Lions have been an organization in Morris since 1939. The local chapter in Morris is just one of thousands across the 
world, existing in 210 countries, making it the largest service organization in the world. Locally, the Morris Lions help with 
little league baseball, have a highway clean-up in two sections, a pancake feed at the spring expo, bingo stand at the 
Stevens County Fair, world service day at West Wind Village with cake and ice cream, Merle Felstul awarded each year to 
a high school student for service in their community and school, to name just a few of the things they do. Also, all of the 
money that they earn in fundraising 100% goes back to the community, they do not keep any of it for the local or national 
organization. This year they have donated to Dollars for Scholars, the picnic shelter at Well’s Park, food for kids, post 
prom, various student groups and organizations and a new sound system at Chisek field.  
 One of the biggest activities the Morris Lions help with annually that often gets overlooked is assisting with the 
Prairie Pioneer Days Parade. The Morris Chamber reached out to the Lions over 15 years ago asking if they would assist 
with the parade and they have graciously donated their time ever since. The parade is done slightly different than other 
parades; in reverse order. They have found this method to work the best. The Chamber creates and sends out the parade 
form and takes the registrations and puts them in order in a spreadsheet; first in is the first up in the parade. The Lions 
then take the information and try to make sure the floats are in the right order with both length and separating musical 
floats. At about 7 a.m. on Sunday, they are out early setting up no parking signs and stakes with numbers along 7th street 
for where the floats line up. One of their members even drives in from their lake place in Barrett early that day to come 
set up that parade. They try to accommodate floats who have people walking to sit in the shade and wait to catch their 
float as it comes by at the start of the parade too. They have appreciated the Morris police blocking off the street over the 
years and helping with the parade route. The Lions recall only one year when the parade was canceled due to heavy 
lightening and rain. Other than that, it has mostly been lucky weather days.  
 Clearly the Morris Lions are very dedicated to their community. Currently they have 30 members and some young 
people eager to learn and do service in their communities. They are always looking for new members, both men and 
women, who want to get involved and give back to their local community. In addition to all of the service they do in the 
community, the Lions enjoy getting together and having picnics and enjoying each others’ company. They also give what’s 
called “Happy Bucks” at their monthly meetings. A member tells a good story and then gives a dollar in the donation. Don 
Reicowsky gave a happy buck recently when he told the story of how the younger and older generations all worked 
together to package food for kids. “There was a sense of doing good and they were in it 100%,” Don said. “Plus, there 
were bars and sandwiches,” he added with a chuckle. 
 Doing good for the community and enjoying each other’s company over good food is something we could all learn 
a thing or two on how to live better from the Morris Lions. The Lion’s motto is, “You can’t get very far until you start doing 
something for somebody else.” Thank you for all you do for Prairie Pioneer Days and the Morris community!  
 
  



 

 

 

Chamber Social 

Tuesday, May 9th 

 

 


