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Here I Am 

Part 1, Hacker 

Reading from the New Testament: Mark 9:23-24 

Reading from the Old Testament: Judges – selected portions 

As I shared with you last week, the period of Israel’s Judges took 

place during the two centuries between the conquest of the land and the 

establishment of the monarchy. It was a time when apart from their 

covenant with God, there was no central structure of governance for 

Israel’s tribes. In times of crisis and threat, individuals (judges) would 

arise to provide leadership or organize a militia or both. When the 

threat receded, so would the judge. 

Today, we visit the story of Gideon, spokesperson for L.L. Bean’s 

fleece catalogue and timorous defender of Israel against the vaunted, 

rough and rowdy Midianites. Reading like a folk tale, the Gideon 

narrative follows a frequent Old Testament pattern of apostasy –> 

repercussions –> appeal for deliverance. Of course, that is not just an 

Old Testament pattern, that is an almost universal human problem. We 

mess up. We suffer repercussions from messing up. We cry out for help 

while denying or projecting blame wherever possible. Think about it, 

what is the universal reaction to having a foul, penalty, yellow card, or 
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warning directed toward you or your team?   …What?   …Me?  …Are 

you kidding me?  

Mess up. Suffer. Cry for help. Respite. Repeat. It is important to 

remember when reading the Old Testament sagas, we are undeniably 

holding up a mirror to our own life experiences. Even when we cannot 

see it or, more likely, don’t want to see it, we will be recognizable among 

the cast of characters in the biblical drama. And, usually where we are 

to be found is not in the heroic or righteous roles to which we aspire. I 

dare say there is not a soul among us, who does not have a little bit of 

Gideon in them.  

Gideon is a complex figure. An unlikely candidate drawn into 

circumstances far beyond his skill set or managerial experience, his 

actions are influenced by motivations as mixed as the losing entry at a 

chili cook-off. And yet, undaunted, God persists. 

Gideon is introduced to us at a time when Israel’s theme song 

should be One Shining Moment, like CBS plays incessantly at the close 

of March Madness. Released from slavery, delivered from the Egyptians 

at the Red Sea, sustained in the wilderness in spite of golden calves and 
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ceaseless complaint, looking over Jordan and seeing the land of 

promise, watching Jericho’s walls crumble, and establishing a home. 

This should have been a period romantically reminisced among the 

senior set as good ol’ days. You’ve made it! You’re here in the land God 

gave you! You have freedom, opportunity, resources, hope supplied by 

the grace of the Lord who just wants to have a faithful, abiding 

relationship with you!  

One Shining Moment! Well, not so much! Our chapter begins: The 

Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave 

them into the hand of Midian seven years. Oops!  

Once Joshua had settled the Israelites in the land a Canaan, 

divvying up the territories for the various tribes, he called the people 

together for sort of a State of the Union address, in which he said, "Now 

therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 

River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to 

serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
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Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord."  

16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should 

forsake the Lord to serve other gods…” Mom: Can I count on you to do 

the things on this list before I get home? Child: Sure Mom, I’ve got it. 

Professor/teacher: The paper is due in two weeks, but don’t wait until 

the night before the due date to start. Believe me, I’ll know it! It won’t be 

pretty! Student: Hey, I’m on it. Already have an outline in my head! 

Famous last words. 

It didn’t take the Israelites long before they could be found out on 

the used god lot, checking out all the good deals, looking up their deity 

credit scores. With attention spans shorter than a Super Bowl 

commercial, their lips say one thing, but their eyes are already straying 

to that shiny idol dedicated to a Canaanite god, looking like Elon 

Musk’s funky tin Mars rocket out there in the cornfield. “Far be it from 

us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods … Say, is that 

six-cylinder or eight? 1,000!”  
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God’s call to faithfulness isn’t arbitrary or autocratic or 

narcissistic. Relationship, any relationship, requires faithfulness and 

trust, the kind of trust inspiring faithfulness revealed first and foremost 

in the faithfulness of God toward God’s creation and God’s children. It’s 

the kind of faithfulness that fosters health in a relationship whether 

that relationship is a marriage, a family, a friendship, a community, a 

people. If we break the trust, we risk breaking the community. I saw 

this phrased incisively somewhere: No trust, No Us.    

Moses warned the people prior to coming into the land, “Be careful 

to obey all these words that I command you today, so that it may go well 

with you and with your children after you forever, because you will be 

doing what is good and right in the sight of the Lord your God.” 

By the time we meet Gideon, it is not going well for Israel. 

Distracted with shifting loyalties and shiny divinities, they have lost 

focus, becoming vulnerable to the point that, every year after they plant 

their crops and before the harvest, their rowdy neighbors from Midian 

crash the border and have a big ol’ rave on their land, kind of like the 

uninvited drunk houseguest who raids the fridge and trashes the 

furniture. “For they and their livestock would come up, and they would 
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even bring their tents, as thick as locusts; neither they nor their camels 

could be counted; so they wasted the land as they came in.” It was like 

Woodstock showing up without the invitation. Every year. 

So, the Lord approaches Gideon, who is trying his best to hide 

some wheat from the Midianites in a winepress. The angel of the Lord 

appeared to him and said to him, "The Lord is with you, you mighty 

warrior."  Now, I don’t know if that’s sarcasm or we’ve got ourselves one 

optimistic angel here, but Gideon’s thinking the angel is lost because 

Gideon knows he is far from mighty and after the Midianites have 

trashed the place, he’s not feeling God’s love. 

Like Moses before him and Jeremiah after him, Gideon isn’t 

jumping at the call of the Lord. "Go in this might of yours and deliver 

Israel from the hand of Midian; I hereby commission you." He 

responded, "But sir, how can I deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 

Of course, before the Israelites can contend with the Midianites, 

they must first contend with their primary predicament, their own 

faithlessness. And so, the Lord instructs Gideon to tear down the local 
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monuments dedicated to the local gods the Israelites have appropriated. 

In fact, do you know the origin of the name Gideon? Hack – as in one 

who chops (hacks) something down. Well, hack can have both positive 

and negative shades of meaning. If you’re tearing down foreign idols, 

that’s a good thing. Yet, if you are known as a hacker on the golf course 

or a hack at your job, that’s not so good. And maybe such mixed 

connotations are appropriate when examining Gideon or ourselves.  

Gideon will tear down the altars. Gideon will marshal a number of 

the tribes to defeat the Midianites, but throughout the saga Gideon is 

revealed to be a mix of faithfulness and faithlessness; strength and 

weakness; courage and doubt; dutiful and derelict.  

Gideon reflects the faith and flaws that we see in the mirror every 

morning. Look, when the angel of the Lord appears before Gideon, 

wouldn’t you agree that is a pretty amazing sign? Not something you 

are going to see every day! And what is the angel’s message? “The Lord 

is with you;” and again, “I will be with you.” And yet, Gideon’s response 

is to ask to see the angel’s driver’s license. Then, after gathering this 

impressive army, but before he’ll commit to facing the enemy, before 
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Gideon will trust the Lord, he wants to see the Lord dry clean a sweat 

shirt. Not once. Twice. 

Sign? You want a sign? Like, Creation itself, that didn’t do it for 

you. Moses and that burning bush, and then, back in Egypt, you know, 

locusts, frogs, river of blood … Passover. Those don’t qualify as resume 

material? Parting the Red Sea? … Manna in the mornin’, Quail in the 

evenin’, ain’t we got fun! That’s not good enough for you? But a wash 

and wear sweatshirt will validate God’s bona fides. As the British would 

say, that’s pretty cheeky. Or you might call it impudent.  

We demand signs from God as though there haven’t been enough 

already. It would do us well to remember God’s answer to Job’s 

judgment: "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 

knowledge? … "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understanding … "Have you commanded the 

morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its 

place?” Or, remember the word of the Lord in Isaiah? “As the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 

my thoughts than your thoughts.” We so quickly question and thus 

easily forget that God is God and we are not. 
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I read an article this week about a gazillionaire whose sense of 

adventure and ego were all wrapped up in a quest to demonstrate his 

superiority. Having climbed the earth’s highest peaks, he decided he 

needed to be the first to descend to the deepest depths of the world’s five 

oceans. So, he built a $49m submarine to take him to a depth of almost 

11 kilometers below the ocean’s surface, that’s in the neighborhood of 

6.75 miles. It was a most ambitious expedition and accumulated a trove 

of new knowledge about the ocean depths.  

Yet, a photo caught my eye that struck me as powerful evidence of 

the stark distinction between the things of God and the things of 

humankind. On one of the descents, about 80 meters below the surface, 

the submarine, which scaled down could be mistaken for a child’s 

bathtub toy, is carrying two anxious, intense dudes going where no 

human has gone before when it is greeted by a luminescent, lion’s mane 

jellyfish. It was breathtaking with its brilliant colors and intricate 

patterns, an incredibly powerful testimony to the artistry of the 

Creator.  

I saw that and I thought, God’s has a wonderful sense of humor. It 

was as though the Creator looked upon this incredibly ambitious and 
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exorbitant expedition to where no one has traveled before, and said, 

Nice boat … impressive … but watch this… 

The Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer throws the stars into the sky, 

gives life to the earth, frees his people from captivity, feeds the 

wanderers, brings them to a promised land, but before Gideon believes 

him, he has to have a dry sweatshirt. Really? 

Listen, Gideon, Cheryl, Joe, Brook, Haden, Olivia … you want a 

sign? Breathe in … Breathe out. That’s a sign. Hold a sleeping infant. 

That’s a sign. Or just look at the cross. That’s the sign! God is always 

with us. 

Now, God, if that fleece is dry, we’re good to go! God has to have a 

sense of humor, along with a bottomless reservoir of patience. Yet, we 

can see it from Gideon’s perspective. With limited insight and being so 

easily distracted by the weight of life, we may not comprehend the glory 

of God. We can relate to the parent with the suffering child – “Lord, I 

believe; help my unbelief.”  

Yet, even knowing our doubts, God remains faithful. When we are 

so easily distracted, God remains faithful. When we run away, God 



 

 

11 

11 

remains faithful and meets us wherever we’re lost. In the end, what 

truly matters is not seeing God pass a test, but remembering God’s 

promise, “I will be with you.”  Amen.      


