On Vedic Astrology
At some point in time during the modern age a misnomer emerged and the tradition of Jyotish
(Vedanga Jyotish) became known as “Vedic Astrology”
Vedanga Jyotish basically means “Jyotish, a branch of the Vedas”. Jyotish itself translates roughly
as “science of light”. It was never called “Vedic Astrology”
Jyotish is one of the ancient limbs of The Vedas - it’s main function was that of timekeeping for
calendrical and ritual purposes (the latter being of extreme importance)
Only much later on, after the Vedic age, did Jyotish develop into a horoscopic system of
astrology and form the basis of much of what is practiced as “Vedic” astrology today

But what are The Vedas?

Most people know them as the 4 most ancient and authoritative texts of Indian metaphysics,
myth, ritual, culture etc.
There is no horoscopic system of astrology in The Vedas - no rulerships, no 12 sign NAMED
zodiac, no aspect doctrine, not house doctrine, no vargas, no dasha systems, etc.
All of this comes much much much much later and cannot be considered “Vedic”

There are methods of calculating and understanding time in The Vedas, there are Nakshatras, and
there are basically 4 measures of time - savana, solar, lunar and sidereal
(https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Jyotisha)
If we understand this, then it becomes clear that there is no such thing as Vedic Astrology as it is
taught and practiced today - that is, a horoscopic system of Astrology that is expounded upon in
The Vedas
If anything is Vedic astrology, it is using the seasonal cycle and the movement of the Sun/Moon
primarily against the background of the Nakshatras to time rituals and auspicious events etc.
Deconstruction of Veda
Veda as a word means “sacred knowledge” similar to how the word Kabbalah means “received”
(as in received Wisdom - Gnosis)
The Truest Essence of The Vedas (the physical texts) is that of Sacred Knowledge - The physical
Vedas are esoteric treatises that convey and contain Sacred Knowledge which holds the keys to
Gnosis and much of what is written serves exoterically as a practical guide to living harmoniously
in the world God has created
Vedanga Jyotish can therefore be understood as a practice that emerged as a way to draw closer
and to ultimately obtain, realize and become Veda
The approach is therefore what is important, not the techniques used - whether we are talking
about an aspect doctrine, a set of vargas, a rulership doctrine, or even any form of astrology
itself ironically. Jyotish is most truly an approach to understanding one’s life that brings one
closer to Gnosis through the study of the cycles of time (Kala). That is all it is
In light of this whether or not one uses a Tropical paradigm or a Sidereal paradigm is totally
irrelevant to whether or not one is actually practicing Vedic Astrology in its Essence (as a
tradition, that is a different story and a different debate, but it is one that this author cares not
for)
This Essence is not bound to a single, cultural perspective or set of practices and doctrines that
are limited by time/space by the human mind and human perspectives
Let’s qualify this last statement a little:

There never was, nor has there ever been, a unified system of philosophy, religion or astrology in
any culture anywhere on earth (culture itself is in constant flux). In Ancient India at least 6
distinct schools of philosophy emerged and many more spiritual practices and doctrines. No two
Indian Scholars, Mystics or Yogis will fully agree in their interpretation of ancient texts like The
Vedas (in fact many times they disagree quite openly - just see for yourself!)
My question to any and all practitioners of any form of Astrology, Divination, Yoga or Religion
etc. is this:
Is upholding the Tradition of your choosing the most important thing to you - OR - is Truth the most
important, even to the point of leaving behind said Tradition if Truth calls for it to be so?
It’s a simple question yet I have seldom seen people ask themselves this and then proceed to do
what is necessary to answer it for themselves

Sacred Knowledge as Gnosis and ultimately Knowledge of God

In all great Wisdom Traditions there is an exoteric doctrines and an esoteric doctrines. The most
esoteric doctrine is The Secret Doctrine (Gupta Vidya). The Ultimate Truth of this esoteric
doctrine concerns supreme realization of The Divine (Yoga, Moksha, Nirvana etc.). This goes
beyond any and all concepts, traditions, ideas, forms etc. and yet simultaneously embraces them

all. Gupta Vidya is the heart of all traditions and therefore, below, we borrow from other
traditions in order to elaborate upon The Vedas
In Kabbalistic tradition there are 4 levels of interpretation of the ancient Hebrew texts which are
actually encoded Kabbalistic teachings1:

Yet limiting this 4-fold nature to texts, teachings, words etc. is exoteric In fact all of reality can
be approached in this 4-fold manner at all times
There is even a 5th world that can be called “Adam Kadmon”, the realm of Keter - the
unmanifested Logos2
Islamic tradition echoes this same idea and it is most poignantly illustrated by The Exalted Bab3.
Behold the 4 rivers as 4 modes of understanding The Divine as all things [please read His words
carefully and slowly - DO NOT SKIM (better to drink whole and unpasteurized)]4:
The first river is the stream of crystal, snow-white, and incorruptible water, the inner essence of which
is eternal (azali) fire, and the manifest form of which is everlasting (sarmadi)5 water. It is a river that
hath neither beginning, save itself, nor end, save its own essence. Verily, God hath made it to flow out by
 There seems to be a parallel teaching in Indian philosophy in which Vidya (knowledge or perhaps Gnosis) is divided
into 4 aspects: Traya, Anviksiki, Dandaniti, Varum. However not knowing too much about this concept we won’t
venture to elaborate upon it, but it comes as no surprise to learn of this parallel.
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 See HP Blavatsky for more about The Logos Doctrine
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The Bab is very likely the most recent Great Avatar to grace the earth and fulfills the prophecy found in all major religions of a
promised One who will return to revive Truth in the world. He was also called “The Primal Point”; The Will of God made
manifest.
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 The translations of the Bab’s verses come from The Gate of The Heart by Nader Saiedi
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 This term bears an eerie similarity to the Sanskrit Samadhi
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itself for itself, without any mention of anything besides itself. It is the river of transcendent unity, the
water of supreme detachment, and the ocean of divine oneness, which streameth forth by the leave of
God and as a testimony unto His revelation.
Those who have not quaffed of the crystal water of this river are incapable of recognizing its sublime
station. Verily they all, each according to his nature and his object of love, drink from the other three
rivers and yield praise unto God, their Lord. But the true believer would not drink of the three rivers
before he imbibeth the crystal water of that lofty river. For, in truth, the triple rivers are but diverse
names of that primal river; indeed, they are endued with life through the everlasting life of its invigorating
water.
The second river, that of fresh milk, symbolizes the mode of prayers: The river of milk "whose taste
changeth not" ... floweth through the depths of prayers and supplications. It is the fresh milk and the
manifest mystery, whose inner essence revealeth the crystal, incorruptible water, the outward form of
which is pure milk. It is the water of the spirit of p rayer, through which man reacheth the summit of
sanctity and reposeth within the heaven of eternal reunion.
The pure Honey ... floweth out, by the leave of God, in the mode of s ermons. Verily the denizens of the
realm of veils find it sweeter than all other signs, for it withstandeth veils, by the leave of God, more so
than the first and the second rivers. Thus most of the enemies of God have confessed to the eloquence of
My sermons, notwithstanding the remoteness of their station and the intensity of their denials
Verily, amongst the rivers is the river of crimson-coloured wine. Whosoever drinketh even a single drop
thereof will be rapturously drawn unto the station of holiness and nearness, without the slightest trace of
inebriation, headache, faintness, or disagreeable after-effects. Nay, rather, it is exultation within
exultation, from exultation to exultation. When imbibed, every drop of this river attesteth to the first
river, the mode of verses; and to the second river, the mode of prayers; and to the third river, the mode of
sermons; as well as its own mode, which affirmeth the allusions of the realm of Divinity, the signs of the
world of Dominion, the stations of the world, and the evidences of the domain of the Kingdom. For the

people, for the most part, quaff of this river because no one is able to deny the mode of K nowledge;
indeed, the people are enchanted by the revelation of this mode, which gusheth out through the river of
wine that perisheth not. It is the most delightful beverage and is the mode of the ascendancy of Words
within the world of veils.
To summarize these 4 modes we have:
1. Divine Verses
2. Prayer
3. Sermon/Commentary
4. Rational/Philosophical Discourse6
Unpacking them a bit:
1. Pure Being - Will - “I AM THAT I AM” (Experiences in which separation dissolves
completely and one knows because one IS)
2. Devotion - Love and Servitude - Speaking to God (Any prayer or manner of speaking to
God and devoting oneself to God etc.)
3. Explanation of Allegories - Higher Mind - Speaking about God (Ex: in verse X the term Y
actually means Z - or - this event in one’s life is really a symbol of X)
4. Rational Proof of God - Lower Mind - Understanding God (Ex: “the reason for multiplicity
instead of unity alone is the result of a Divine Desire for Delight” - or - “all is cyclic and
therefore all is based upon a fundamental set of patterns emanating from a central
pattern which one could call The Will of God”)
There is even a 5th mode given - called The Persian Mode, which is said to encompass the 4
modes given above7.

 See The Gate of The Heart Chapter 1
 “The Bab distinguishes His Persian writings as a distinct mode of revelation although the content of these works
may be any of the four modes: divine verses, prayers, commentaries/sermons, or rational discourse. The Persian
mode of revelation thus represents the integrative form of the other four modes” (Saiedi pg 44)
6
7

What does all of this have to do with Indian culture and The Vedas?

^From The Secret Doctrine by HP Blavatsky. This diagram conveys the the fundamental teachings on the nature and structure of
the cosmos and illustrates its fundamental character throughout different traditions8

As all religious texts and teachings stem from the same source and hold the same fundamental
message, we can apply this 4-fold (5-fold) mode of understanding to The Vedas as we can to
literally anything that exists at all
Most people who study The Vedas approach it in the manner of the honey and that of the
crimson colored wine (methods 3 and 4); a verse or section is unpacked symbolically and then
contemplated upon. A practitioner of the specific rituals, mantras, oblations and offerings
outlined in The Vedas constitutes the ancient Indian version of the stream of milk
Yet hardly anyone dares to venture into the first kind of stream - that of crystal clear water. This
stream leads one to penetrate into the non-dual mysteries contained within the texts and
beyond such texts - to become Veda instead of merely to study and practice Veda. While the
other 3 rivers can lead one to the final river, as The Bab states, one need only drink of this first
river to reach Gnosis, Moksha etc. “But the true believer would not drink of the three rivers before he
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 See page 200 (http://www.theosociety.org/pasadena/sd-pdf/SecretDoctrineVol1_eBook.pdf)

imbibeth the crystal water of that lofty river. For, in truth, the triple rivers are but diverse names of that
primal river; indeed, they are endued with life through the everlasting life of its invigorating water”.

Vedic Astrology Revisited

True Vedic Astrology (one could also call it Kabbalistic astrology for remember that this term
really means “Revealed’) is Astrology used for the purposes of guiding us to this Crystal,
Snow-White, Stream of Incorruptible Water which is ultimately what is called in Sanskrit Sahaj
Nirvikalpa Samadhi - the ultimate state of being in which all is resolved into non-dual
consciousness, a state which it is virtually impossible to convey in words, concepts or even
symbols.

^This image captures the spirit of the Pure Waters of Gnosis discussed by The Bab (called The Kawthar Fountain in
Islamic thought and discussed in the 108th Surah of The Koran)

The ability to use Astrology or literally anything (an experience, an object, something in nature,
etc.) to give penetrating and accurate insights or make predictions or prescribe Upaya (remedial
measures, as they are called in the Indian tradition) has literally nothing to do with a Zodiac or
set of techniques - NOTHING

Instead it has everything to do with VEDA - SACRED KNOWLEDGE - NOT a linear, rational study
of the Vedic texts. By allowing one to access sacred knowledge, Astrology becomes a tool
that can help lead us into those crystal clear waters, where there is no more need of
Astrology or Veda
“Even the seeker after knowledge of Yoga goes beyond the range of the Vedas and Upanishads”9 Bhagavad Gita

The Vedas (and all other authentic Spiritual scriptures) are so utterly profound and beyond
concept mind that one can merely gaze upon the original script of such texts and feel elevated
and connected to The Divine - no linear reading or understanding necessary, AT ALL. This may
come as a shock to many people who are used to approaching things intellectually and linearly,
but it will come as no surprise to those familiar with Kabbalistic tradition and the words of The
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Sixth Chapter, Verse 44, Translation and Commentary by Sri Aurobindo

Exalted Bab. Sacred texts are sacred not for what they literally convey - instead for their uncanny
ability to connect us to That
If Vedic Astrology is to be reduced to which Zodiac or set of techniques are employed then the
deeper purpose of it is entirely missed and the result becomes enmity and hurt amongst fellow
practitioners who employ a different Zodiac
Once again Man falls prey to the vicissitudes of duality, of RIGHT and WRONG. In their desire to
treat Astrology as a linear science the doors to its mysteries forever remain closed to them (see
(W)Holistic Divination)
Yet people would much rather bicker over who is more genuine , or which system is more pure
and thus superior, or point fingers of blame etc. People would rather worship dead letter
traditions because it brings safety and security to their personality consciousness (Manas). This
is childishness in its worst form

Veda and Beyond

Tradition, study of scriptures, recitations of mantras, hardcore meditation techniques, rituals etc.
do not bring one Moksha as is attested to by two great sages (actually more but we’ll be here all
night if we don’t limit ourselves a bit) - Sri Dattatreya and Milarepa Buddha
We will now say a bit about each and quote a bit from each to emphasize this point:
Dattatreya is considered an incarnation of The Trimurti10 and his Gurus were 24 in number. They
did not include The Vedic texts or any texts for that matter - instead they were all aspects of
nature such as the elements, the Sun/Moon, and various animals. He attained supreme liberation
through watching, listening and most importantly Being. He attained to V
 eda and beyond.
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This really shows how highly he is regarded as a sage more than anything else

“There are no divine scriptures, no world, no imperative religious practices; There are no gods, no classes
or races of men, No stages of life, no superior or inferior; There’s nothing but Brahman, the supreme
Reality”
Avadhuta Gita
^So much for our precious Astrology and Zodiacs etc. and for any traditions at all - for they are in
fact nothing but Brahman and become veils leading to ignorance at best and Dukkha (extreme
suffering) at worst when this essential God-nature is forgotten or ignored
Milarepa Buddha is one of Tibet’s most profound and self realized Buddhas. His life story is
beautifully told in his autobiography. He indeed had a living Lama as his Guru and was initiated
into various esoteric meditation practices, but he transcended all of these to the point where he
even proclaimed that he forgot how to meditate because he had become meditation itself11. He
also scorned or at least greatly de-emphasized the study of sutras and holy texts and rational
intellectual processes for a more direct method of attaining supreme liberation.

 “As a result of  my meditation I have achieved total awakening wherein the object meditated upon, the action of
meditating, and the subject who meditates merge into one, so that now I no longer know how to meditate” (T he Life
of Milarepa, translated by Lobsang P. Lhalungpa, pg 146)
11

These great sages, and many more, have tried to tell us that Truth lies beyond traditions - that
traditions are not sacred and that the only thing that is important is The Supreme Non-Dual Truth
and realization of Divinity as all things.
Therefore this endless bickering about which Zodiac is best, or which is more in conformity with
tradition, and which makes for real Vedic astrology is ridiculous at best and The Sages laugh at
us for it!
As stated in the article entitled (W)Holistic Divination, the best techniques and perspectives are
that which resonate with a person in such a way that while performing the reading their minds
become open to receiving the correct information thus allowing them to provide accurate and
insightful judgement.
THAT IS IT . . .

Final Thoughts

Bickering over ideas such as “sacred tradition”, the correct Zodiac, the notion of lineage over no
lineage (and vice versa), as is being done today because some individuals have decided to switch
to the Tropical Zodiac as they practice the systems and techniques that make up Jyotish causing
some practitioners to take extreme offense. This whole debate has now gotten way out of hand
with people on both sides lashing out based on hurt feelings and wounded pride etc.

Systems of thought, philosophies, metaphysical traditions, conceptual models, techniques,
lineages, ideas, logic etc. are of very little importance when it comes to the genuine practice of
Astrology
What is most important is THE GOAL WITH WHICH ONE PRACTICES ASTROLOGY
Does one practice it with Veda (Sacred Knowledge meant to lead us toward Wholeness of being
and acting)? Or does one practice it with ego?
Use the techniques and conceptual models that make sense to you, that resonate with you, that
dispel your doubts when you go to delineate a chart, and ultimately that allow you to serve the
the deepest needs of the client
We close with Wisdom from Milarepa:
“You know very well the conceptual meaning of this text. But real spiritual meaning is found in
abandoning the Eight Worldly Reactions and the personal ego, through destroying false perceptions of
reality by realizing the single flavor of samsara and nirvana, and through meditating in mountain
solitude. Apart from that, arguing over words, and pointing out what comes after what is totally
useless if one does not practice the Dharma. I have never studied logic. I know nothing about it and if I
ever did, I have forgotten it now”12

Glory To God Alone

12

 The Life of Milarepa, translated by Lobsang P. Lhalungpa, Pg 153

