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                 Raising A Reader and Teaching Strategies Gold Objectives 
 
Raising A Reader Aspen to Parachute provides local teachers with tools and resources to improve 
the language skills and reading readiness of children during their toddler, preschool and 
kindergarten years. Effective teachers help rotate RAR book bags weekly, and they encourage 
parents to use RAR materials to strengthen read-aloud and oral engagement strategies at home. By 
doing so, teachers are enlisting parents as partners to improve student outcomes. 
 
When implemented as intended in homes and classrooms, Raising A Reader supports at least 27 of 
the 38 Teaching Strategies Gold Objectives for Preschoolers. 

 
 TS Gold Objectives: https://teachingstrategies.com/our-approach/our-38-objectives/ 

 
Social-Emotional 

Regulates own emotions and behaviors 

 Many RAR books address feelings (and how to manage them), positive behaviors and 
getting along with others. Teachers are provided with extra book bags and are 
encouraged to use RAR books for classroom learning. 

Establishes and sustains positive relationships 

 RAR books often explore family relationships and friendships, and how to manage 
challenges in relationships. Teachers can remind parents about learning opportunities 
available through RAR book sharing at home. 

 Bonding through read-aloud sessions at home and at school builds and strengthens 
relationships.  

Physical 
Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination 

 Children use fingers and hands to use the red bags’ zippers, remove and insert books in 
bags, and turn pages of books. 

Language 
Listens to and understands increasingly complex language 

 Listening to diverse, age-appropriate books improves children’s comprehension of 
complex language and enhances vocabulary. RAR book bags provide many unusual titles 
selected for richness of language.  

Uses language to express thoughts and needs 

 RAR books can be used in the classroom and at home to model expressive new 
vocabulary and correct grammar. Discussing RAR books gives children opportunities to 
relate these stories to their own personal experiences and feelings. 

Uses appropriate conversational and other communication skills 

 RAR books stimulate conversations between children and their parents/caregivers. 
When used in classroom activities, the books serve as topics of conversations among 
young children. 
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Cognitive 
Demonstrates positive approaches to learning 

 Reading and listening to high quality, age-appropriate books “from school” is FUN for 
young children and initiates a habit of learning to love school, to engage in learning, and 
to love reading. Teachers can remind parents of these critical benefits of RAR book bags. 

 Children demonstrate curiosity and motivation when they respond to stories by asking 
questions and adding comments. RAR parent programs and materials provide tips and 
reminders for parents to build questions and conversation into their read-aloud time. 

Remembers and connects experiences 

 Children demonstrate recall by remembering and telling teachers about stories they 
read with parents at home.  

 RAR books (and engaged parents) help children make connections between their 
personal experiences and the experiences of characters in books.  

Literacy 
Demonstrates phonological awareness, phonics skills, and word recognition 

 RAR books provide opportunities for children to hear (and practice) rhymes, alliterations 
and sounds at home. Teachers who read RAR books to children in class or who use RAR 
books for classroom activities reinforce these home experiences. 

Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet 

 Reading RAR books at home reinforces learning from school. Additional exposure to 
language and books helps children learn their letters and identify letter-sound 
correspondences. 

 Demonstrates knowledge of print and its uses 

 Use of RAR books at home and at school fosters children’s appreciation for books. 

 Reading together from an early age helps children recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language by specific sequences of letters. 

Comprehends and responds to books and other texts 

 Reading RAR books at home and in the classroom provides opportunities to: 1) interact 
with teachers, parents, and one another regarding books; 2) learn and practice 
emergent reading skills; and 3) retell stories.  

Mathematics 
Uses number concepts and operations 

 Many RAR books incorporate counting, numerals, and mathematics. Through RAR 
children learn math concepts while enjoying reading with parents or teachers. 

Explores and describes spatial relationships and shapes. 

 Many RAR books include opportunities to explore spatial relationships and shapes. 
Compares and measures 

 RAR books can be used to describe people, places, things and events, and sort common 
objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods). 

Demonstrates knowledge of patterns  

 Many RAR books incorporate patterns and facilitate conversation about patterns. 
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Science and Technology 
Uses scientific inquiry skills 
Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of living things 
Demonstrates knowledge of the physical properties of objects and materials 
Demonstrates knowledge of Earth’s environment 

 Many RAR books specifically address Earth’s environment, scientific inquiry skills, STEM 
careers, characteristics of living things and the physical properties of objects and 
materials. 

Social Studies 
Demonstrates knowledge about self 
Shows basic understanding of people and how they live 
Explores change related to familiar people or places 
Demonstrates simple geographic knowledge 

 Many RAR books teach children about people and how they live. Reading RAR books 
with parents and teachers gives young children opportunities to discuss and learn about 
themselves as well as others. Many RAR books teach children about different countries, 
cultures, and languages. 

The Arts 
Explores the visual arts 

 RAR books contain colorful, artistic illustrations that stimulate children’s exploration of 
visual arts and can inspire art projects to be done at home and at school. 

English Language Acquisition 
Demonstrates progress in listening to and understanding English 
Demonstrates progress in speaking English 

 Listening to and discussing RAR books gives children opportunities to listen to and 
understand English, as well as to speak English when discussing the books. 

 

 

 

 

  


