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US Domestic Adoption Process  
  
A US domestic adoption would be the suggested way to adopt in my 
experience. Since you are US military you are considered habitually 
domiciled in the USA. That makes the adoption and any immigration issues 
much less complicated. The process would be to complete your home study 
and choose an adoption agency at the beginning of the process. If you work 
with us, you do not necessarily have to decide on which placement agency 
you will contract with before we make the home visit.  
 
After the home study is complete and you contract with a US domestic 
adoption placement agency you will most likely be chosen by a birth mother 
who is registered with the agency. You will have some contact with the birth 
mother but the placement agency will work with you and the birth mother to 
plan for the birth and placement.  
 
After the birth the birth mother signs the parental relinquishment and you will 
go to a hearing to have the child legally placed with you. At this stage you 
are typically given physical custody while the placement agency maintains 
legal custody until the adoption is final. After the placement hearing the child 
will receive a US passport and you can make arrangements for the child to 
return to Bahrain with you. At this point we begin Post Placement as agreed to 
with the placement agency, usually three to six months. After this stage is 
complete then the adoption is finalized back in the courts where you received 
physical custody. You may be able to do this without returning to the court; it 
just depends upon the judge. After this a new birth certificate is issued with 
your names and the adoption is full and final.  
 


