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Prostitution: Exploitation, Persecution, Repression
2016, 557 pages
The 4th edition of the Global Report emphasizes the 
vulnerabilities of ?belonging? - gender, ethnicity, minority, 
religion?  - or ? contingency? - political, geopolitical, economic, 
social, technological?  - on which the system of prostitution relies 
upon to grow.
An overview of 38 countries and 12 news-related topics

Sexual Exploitation: Prostitution and Organized Crime
2013, 480 pages
?The widespread economic crisis and the obscurity of once 
common values that should inspire us, have, like never before, 
blurred our view toward the world of sexual exploitation. For, if we 
are speaking of a real ?economic horror?, it is first and foremost 
the human suffering that is in question?
An overview of 54 countries and 10 news-related topics

Sexual Exploitation: A Growing Menace
2013, 600 pages
?The various analyses that make up this 3rd Global Report 
confirm the variety, intensity and adaptability of criminal networks 
in France as well as throughout the world that are increasingly 
present in all forms of prostitution?.
An overview of 66 countries and 11 news-related topics

Global Report on Sexual Exploitation ? Prostitution at 
the Heart of Organized Crime
2012, 215 pages
?The choice to make a Global Report on prostitution was taken on 
account of the universal and interdependent character of human 
trafficking and the distinct peculiarities of each country in their way 
of apprehending in its territorial dimension, the complex 
phenomenon of prostitution?
An overview of 24 countries and 9 news-related topics

Download English versions on www.scellesfoundation.org or on 
www.fondationscelles.org

http://scellesfoundation.org/
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Summary of Findings 
Prostitution and sex trafficking remain an ongoing issue crippling a large number of the 
world?s population. When observing a person's right to thrive, there are a number of 
elements which contribute to the likeliness of becoming a victim of sex trafficking and 
prostitution: age, gender, class, ethnicity, and geographic location are all elements and 
common themes.

The legitimacy and influence of government structures, when combined with the element 
of international security, further complicate issues of sex trafficking - making for a complex 
duo. Without a proper lens to observe the necessary means to tackling human trafficking 
opportunities for corruption, organized crime, and exploitation of its local and global 
citizens significantly increase. 

Technology and access to the global community can be beneficial in this regard to 
combating rising corruption to preventing crime within society. On the other hand, there 
are downsides to the evolution of technology which has affected the way individuals 
observe each other. The development and dispersion of technology in today's society 
challenges the traditional means of enforcement for sex trafficking.

Given those complex factors, contributing resources is deemed one of the most important 
ways to tackle sex trafficking. States' current contribution totals only a mere 1% of the illicit 
multi-million dollar sex trafficking industry. Without a change in the global communities' 
willingness to combat sex trafficking, it will remain a challenge for the international 
community.

In order to have an effective strategy to tackle sex trafficking, all actors within both the 
public and private sector must engage.The public sector plays a critical role in ways in 
which policy affects the movement and law conducted within borders, while the private 
sectors play a role providing opportunities with regard to corporate social responsibility. 
The framework must target critical elements for a community's development including 
equal rights, education, and micro-finance. In allowing the increase in opportunities,  the 
framework will help navigate alternative routes for a massive portion of the victimized 
population. By observing policy and economic productivity, the international community 
gains a strong stance in tackling sex trafficking. 
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E. of Ukrainian: E. is 20 years old and lives in an 
Ukrainian village. She has no formal training. 
Her day-to-day life is difficult. She seriously 
considers leaving. Without asking anyone for 
advice, she responds to a wanted ad for a job in 
a foreign country. She quickly leaves the Ukraine 
in a car w ith a man she does not know. A few 
days later, she finds herself trapped in a brothel 
w ith other young women in Budapest. She 
discovers the nature of the job for which she was 
recruited, as well as the living conditions that are 
imposed upon her, depriving her of all kinds of 
freedoms. She is immediately forced into street 
prostitution upon her arrival in France.

Maki of Sierra Leone: ?I am 23 and come from a 
village in Sierra Leone. Back home, I have two 
children who are 3 and 4 years old. My husband 
was the one who said I had to come to France, 
that I had to work (? ). At the airport, a man was 
waiting for us. He told me this man would take 
care of me. But the plane landed in Italy and I 
was taken to a house where there were lots of 
other women. In that house, men would come 
and rape us (? ). Then, a man took me and two 
other girls to Paris. We took a night train and he 
told us not to speak w ith anyone. And that if we 
tried to escape, he would find us. In Paris, he 
took us to an awful hotel. He told us the hotel 
was really expensive and so we had to go out on 
the streets and find men; if we did what he told 
us, then they would be nice to us, feed and clothe 
us, and we would even be able to send money 
back to Africa.?

Narrative of the 20.9 M illion 
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As civilization continues forward into the 21st century, sex trafficking and prostitution remain  
challenging issues, crippling a large number of the world?s population. Furthermore, as of 
2017, 134 countries have enacted laws both on the federal and international level 
criminalizing human trafficking. Yet, sex trafficking is gaining ground as it becomes a 150 
billion dollar industry.1 This implies that there are a number of elements that officials and 
leaders should consider in order to tackle human trafficking. Some of the reasons for the 
rapid increase of sex trafficking include a lack of political will, corruption, and the negative 
effects of globalization.

The revenue, along with the efforts put in place, along with the efforts put in place to tackle 
human trafficking, to tackle human trafficking, mirrors a single drop of water in our oceans. 
In an analysis of an anti-trafficking regime, OECD states that donors contributed a 
cumulative tally of 1.2 billion US dollars, with an estimated 124 million distributed to 
programs that tackle modern-day slavery.2 When applying the total expenses to the scope 
of the research conducted, less than 1% is allocated towards combating the causes of sex 
trafficking. In order to tackle modern-day slavery and truly place an end to the continuous 
cycle all actors; both private and public must take part in this process  worldwide. By 
establishing a blueprint, contributing resources, and effectively conducting a process in 
which actors conduct projects  and measuring the output of these efforts, the end of 
modern-day slavery can be our reality for combating the rise of the sex trafficking industry.  

The Inexcusable Plague: An Ongoing Challenge  
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Cont r ibut ions Towar d t he f ight  
against  sex t r af f icking

Region Profits of Sex 
Industry

Contribution to Combat 
Sex Trafficking

World

Germany 

U.S.A.

U.K.

Japan 

Australia 

France

>$$150 Billion

$15.8 Billion (RM4)

$15.8 Billion (RM4)

$5.8 Billion (ONS-Office 
National for Statistics) 

$24 Billion
(Havoscope)

--

$3.5 Billion (Scelles 
Foundation)

$124 Million (Seen as 
less than 1% needed 
to fight sex trafficking, 
approximately $12 
Million)

$1.2 Million

$68.7 Million

$5 Million

$10 Million

$7.7 Million

$1.8 Million 
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Approximately 20.9 million citizens are victims of modern-day slavery, yielding a 
$150 billion dollar industry worldwide .3 From the total number of victims of human 
trafficking,  26% are children and 55% are women. Approximately six out of ten 
trafficked survivors were victims of sex trafficking. Regions including the Americas, 
Eastern and Central Europe, South East Asia and Western Africa are some of the 
worlds? most trafficked hubs which affect billions of citizens globally. 

The Numbers Say It All 

Mexico : In 2013, 
the organized crime 
gangs have 
gathered $ 10 billion 
through sexual 
slavery of thousands 
of girls.

India: 90% of sex 
trafficking in India 
is internal. The 
most vulnerable 
are women and 
children from 
socially excluded 
groups such as 
?Dalits? 
(Untouchables) or 
women from 
minority ethnic 
groups.

South Africa : 
Drugged and 
raped by five 
men, regularly 
beaten, 
threatened, 
exploited in street 
prostitution and in 
brothels before 
being resold 
several times, 
she was rescued 
by his family. 
When they found 
her, ?she could 
not even walk?.

Germany: The sex 
industry is worth $ 
15.8 billion per year 
which equals to 1.5 
million of sex-buyers 
each day.

U.S.A.: Dismantling a 
San Diego gang, active 
in 46 cities in 23 
different states. They 
tattooed their victims 
with bar codes.

Appr oximat ely  six  out   of   t en  t r af f icked  sur v ivor s  wer e  v ict ims  
of   sex  t r af f icking.
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Human trafficking has affected society for 
decades upon decades and found ways to 
intertwine in countries? political system while 
ravaging the world?s economic platform and 
mass consumerism.  Sex trafficking too 
leaves an unbarring scar on the interactions 
of society, suffocating it of empathy and 
stabilizing a blueprint of acceptance and 
allowance of an exploitation culture.

According to United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime, human trafficking is 
defined as:

...the act in which persons are 
trafficked by means of recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harboring or 
receipt of persons, by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of 
coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of abuse of power or of a 
position of vulnerability.

Human trafficking additionally involves 
the giving or receiving of payments or 
benefits to achieve the consent of a 
person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation. 
Exploitation shall include, at a 
 

Defining Sex Trafficking

Prostitution is an activity that is discretely 
evolving; becoming more pervasive by the 
day. The phenomenon of prostitution is still 
undergoing profound changes, not only in 
terms of regulations and customs in each 
country, but also in terms of the 
communication tools that have been made 
available. 

?Poverty, oppression, lack of human rights, 
lack economic opportunity, and dangers 
from conflict? are a number of common 
factors which contribute to the increasing 
number of victimized citizens.5 

Furthermore, particular aspects of the sex 
industry create an environment in which the 
abuse of individuals is accepted. A cultural 
norm which accepts abuse in turn prevents 
and hinders society as a whole to

Sex Trafficking and Prostitution 

"ILO." Statistics on forced labour, modern slavery."2012.

Sexual 
Exploitation in 
Private Economy 

Labor Exploitation 
in Private 
Economy 

minimum, the exploitation of the 
prostitution of others or other various 
forms of sexual exploitation, forced 
labor or services, slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs.4

Sex trafficking is most familiar to society?s 
language as a result of social components 
including sex culture and various forms of 
technology platforms which enhances its 
demand, in comparison to other types of 
trafficking including organ and indentured 
servitude.

Sex trafficking exists in practically all regions 
of the world and threatens a number of 
individuals, often women and children. 
Those impacted by sex trafficking face many 
forms of abuse including physical and 
emotional abuse. Moreover, traffickers 
utilize these forms of abuse and violence to 
force victims to take part in sexual actions 
against their will. The method by which a 
victim is targeted by their trafficker shifts 
from case to case.
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Nigeria is seen as both a source and transit 
country. Victims are often recruited from 
rural areas where they are then sold on the 
black market. The trafficking network in 
Nigeria is extensive and victims are often 
transported through the country in route to 
Europe.6

Rural and underprivileged urban areas, 
where economic opportunities are limited, 
are where most traffickers find their victims.  
More than 50,000 young women from 
Nigeria are trafficked to prostitution in 
Europe.

While in route to Europe, victims face 
devastating conditions as they must cross 
the Sahara desert, which extends across 
Nigeria's Northern border. Often traffickers 
may abandon the victims mid-journey, 
leaving them extremely vulnerable as they 
may not speak the language and are alone. 
These victims are often vulnerable to 
"re-trafficking" or even exploitation by 
militant terrorist groups.  7     

Seen as one of the more advanced 
developing countries, India has a population 
of approximately 1.324 billion citizens. As 
mentioned previously, 90% of human 
trafficking in India is  internal.8 Researchers 
estimate that more than 3 million women 
and children in India are victims of human 
trafficking.

The Dalits, also labeled as the untouchables, 
are found in the remote North East regions of 
India. IWithin Indian culture a five-tier social 
caste system exists. Dalits are at the bottom 
of the caste  ladder and have very little 
freedom or opportunity for social mobility as 
a result. 

India is seen as a source, transit, and 
destination country for victims of trafficking. 
The tourist market is seen as one of the 
contributing factors for the high demand in 
sex trafficking. Victims are often sent to work 
in the red-light district, small hotels and 
brothels.

Cases in Nigeria

Cases in India

Cases in United States

Recently, there has been a rapid increase in 
the number of individuals trafficked within 
U.S boarders. In 2014, the underground sex 
trafficking industries of Denver, Colorado and 
Atlanta, Georgia accounted for 329.9 million 
USD.9

According to the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline, in the year 2016, the rate of human 
trafficking increased by 35.7%. Since 2007, 
the National Human Trafficking Hotline 
reported 22,191 cases related to sex 
trafficking.10

Victims of sex trafficking include women, 
men, children, foreigners, and LGBTQI,  
including runaways, victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault, homeless youth 
and other discriminated groups. 

Victims are often trafficked through the use of 
internet ads and escort services. Traffickers 
will make use of truck stops, hotels and 
motels as locations to exploit victims for 
money. Lastly, from the many cases 
observed, the victims had a form of romantic 
involvement and/or knew the trafficker, which 
lured the victim into the underground sexual 
market. 

 support efforts that diminish the numbers of 
those who are impacted by sex trafficking. 
According to our observation, it is only by 
criminalizing the supply and purchase of 
prostitution that society can see an end to 
sex trafficking and prostitution.
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Intersectionalism and the Right to Opportunity 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that every individual that each 
individual has the right to thrive. Upon hearing personal stories of human trafficking 
survivors, it is clear that this illicit trade denies individuals their right to life. As stated 
before; age, gender, class, ethnicity (etc) are all contributing factors to a person's 
likelihood of becoming a trafficking victim. 

Research shows that younger people have a 
greater likelihood of being forced into sex 
slavery. In fact, the average age of victims is 
between 11 and 14 years old. This number 
will only decrease as new data shows that 
more underage individuals are entering into 
the prostitution sector. 

Indeed, victims are getting younger. In many 
cases, traffickers prey on young children as 
they are seen as "pure." Traffickers can 
typically obtain a higher profit off of younger 
children than adults. 

The United Nations Children?s Fund (UNICEF) 
states every two minutes a child is trafficked. 
There a number of reasons children have a 
higher possibility of being trafficked including 
the economic state of their family, debt 
bondage passed down from family member, 
and a runaway from local community. 
 

 

 

 

Gender is another common factor with 
women and girls accounting for 98% of sex 
trafficking cases.Similar to the conditions of 
children trafficked, women are seen as a 
target for a number of reasons, which 
include the lack of access to employment 
and education. Employment rates, education 
and family status all affect the likeliness of a 
woman becoming a victim of human 
trafficking.

 

Age Women's Rights
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Minorities Rights

Discriminatory actions toward minorities also contribute to the rapid increase of sex trafficking 
and prostitution. Accepting particular biases has great consequences. In the case of sex 
trafficking, accepting biases creates a hostile environment in which society overlooks 
communities who lack protection and then furthers the continual cycle of exploitation. The Dalits 
of India, as well as the indigenous People in Canada,  the Maoris in New Zealand, and the Roma 
population in Europe are several examples of ways in which discrimination encourages sex 
trafficking. 

Indigenous women of Canada, who make of 4.3% of the female Canadian population, are 
affected by historic, systemic discrimination without an opportunity to thrive leaving individuals 
open to violence and discrimination. They represent 16% of the female victims murdered, 11% 
of the missing women and 50 to 70% of the street prostitutes.12

 "Indigenous women's lives 
are shaped through systemic 
racism, sexism and poverty. 
Colonialism has portrayed us 

as people against whom 
violence is normalized  

expected, even. And in order 
for the onslaught of violence 
against us to end, these root 

conditions must be 
addressed."12
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International Security and Democracy: 
The Complex Duo 
Profitability of a country's economy and political structure may dictate a county's willingness 
to contribute to policies that may assist in tackling sex trafficking.  The interests of actors and 
structure within a government may seem like a disadvantage or advantage in pursuit of 
ending modern-day trafficking. In addition to sex trafficking, other forms of criminal activity 
such as corruption and bribery should be scrutinized, as they may hinder efforts to combat 
trafficking.  Accountability and the measuring the effectiveness of both soft and hard law is 
vital to ensure the influence when observing developments toward tackling trafficking. 

Sexual Violence and Security 
Sexual violence is a critical violation that should be addressed, specifically sexual violence 
involving non-state armed groups who have extremist ideologies. First, sexual violence is a 
matter of security of the individual and a country. Second, in addition to the nature of militant 
groups and their threat to the security of a person, they are also a threat to important assets 
of a country's development such as currency and legitimacy. For instance, monetary 
exchanges, illegally acquired capital, and illicit drugs also create a security threat to a 
country's productivity. 

Without the scrutiny of these exchanges, these criminal activities open doors to various 
forms of corruption and complications.  The lack of recognizing the effects of corruption 
hinders the officials from completing necessary tasks to tackle sex trafficking.  
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Ideologies and Regimes 

Free-Rider Complexity  

Post-Conflict Resolution 

Although the protection and security of its 
citizens remain a priority for country's 
agenda, understanding various ideologies 
and the basis of listing an issue as a priority 
can help evaluate the likelihood a country's 
officials are to enforce anti-trafficking laws.

The 4th Global Report illustrates and 
examines the agenda of  particular militant 
groups such as the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant (ISIL) and their justification of 
slaving of a ?non-believer.? This belief is the 
ultimate reason for the ongoing trafficking 
and the brutal action directed towards 
women and children of the Yazidi 
community, which is seen inferior according 
to their principles.

Recognizing the basis and patterns of a 
country's interest, advocates and 
lawmakers can have a stronger influence in 
creating and facilitating the dialogue to 
alleviate the effects of prostitution and 
trafficking. 

Due to actor's interests, some countries may 
need to bandwagon or balance their power to 
gain legitimacy in the international 
community. As a result, their interests may 
hinder their ability to take part in confronting 
sex trafficking and/or agree to assist in the 
efforts without accountability. This case is 
seen in a number of treaties and signatories 
lacking in adequately enforcing the 
fundamentals of human rights. The lack of 
accountability produces a continual cycle of 
overlooking the issue, which then raises other 
concerns such as corruption. 

The free-rider dilemma is a crucial concern 
when analyzing whether or not a country or 
actor is willing to contribute their part in 
enforcing anti-trafficking laws. Although 
some actors find anti-trafficking initiative 
imperative to the productivity of their 
society, it also creates an effect in which 
some actors neglect to make an effort in 
combating this issue, hence the free-rider 
mentality.
Some actors claim they lack in necessary 
tools to target sex trafficking and 
prostitution. This observation may display 
the priority of anti-trafficking efforts 
according to an actor and/or the concern of 
limited resources contributed to tackling 
modern-day slavery.

Post-conflict resolution addresses the cause 
and reasoning of particular regions 
susceptibility to sex trafficking. However, by 
understanding root causes which feed the 
issue, society can prevent the occurrence of 
more victims.

For instance, without addressing effective 
strategies to bring about peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, and sustainability, we allow 
the continuing of a destructive cycle. In order 
to combat sex trafficking and prostitution, 
society must begin asking questions such as 
the following: Where are more susceptible 
individuals located? Why are are they more 
prone to be victimized in the sex industry? Is 
there a lack of opportunities and services 
offered and are these groups subject to 
generations of exploitation? 

By asking these questions, society can grasp 
the root cause of an ongoing cycle in 
particular regions in the world from the US to 
the shores of Brazil. It is time to recognize the 
value of post-conflict resolution and its role in 
the quest to end modern-day slavery.   
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 Innovation and Technology 
Innovation and technology are seen as a beaming light in the advancement of society's 
development. Though these elements are quite beneficial, there are some downsides 
which have affected the ongoing challenge of enforcing efforts to combat sex trafficking 
and prostitution. 

Globalization 

Globalization has broadened our countries' borders and created a comparative advantage 
for society. However, globalization has a crippling effect which has enhanced the illicit 
market of sex trafficking and creates new avenues which make tackling modern-day slavery 
more difficult. Criminals take advantage of new technologies, globalization, and glocalization.

Prostitution is seen as a profitable means to attain revenue in the underground economy. 
Therefore, the incentive to create profit in an underground economy creates an 
environment of supplying the demand for the services offered in the sex industry. It also 
distorts the view of seeing human beings as individuals with rights and more as property 
and capital to increase profit. Mass-tourism and the sex industry is a clear example of the 
harmful effects of globalization, where ?sex-tours? and prostitution are prevalent.  

Popular destinations such as Riga (Latvia), Marrakech (Morocco), and Bangkok (Thailand) 
are clear examples in which particular economic climates of tourist sex market creates a 
demand for an underground sex economy. 
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International Prostitution Networks 
The advancement of technology and the ability to connect with individuals globally is an 
advantage for individuals and prostitution networks that are part of the underground sex 
economy. Members of prostitution networks have the ability to traffic individuals across local 
and international borders as they build relationships with other groups in various regions. The 
building of these relationships increases the markets of the number of individuals victimized in 
the sex industry. 

Since the early 2000s, a new form of prostitution called "sex tours" has developed. Sex tours 
are an addition to the procuring networks known as city tours, which is one the contributing 
reasons for the rapid increase of trafficked individuals in European cities. The process consists 
of prostituted persons going to the client, selected from a catalog and set to meet at 
predetermined place and time.

Other issues such as the exchange of illicit drugs and weapons remain a concern for local and 
international officials. However,  without the proper understanding of technologies' effect on the 
rapid increase in sex trafficking, it will continue to be a sustainable means of revenue for 
members of organized crime and international networks. 
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Social Media and Sex Culture 
Social media platform plays a crucial role in the spread and acceptance of sex culture. Through 
social media, individuals can assess a number of means which feeds the sex culture including 
pornography and black markets. Studies have found viewing pornography can be quite 
addicting which displays the reason never-ending demand. Further, reports have also found 
that individuals who take part in sexual activities seen in pornography are at times victims of 
sex trafficking and prostitution. Moreover, individuals who are in desperate need and search of 
employment are potential targets to traffic seen on social media, particularly minors.
 
As a result, the openness of these platforms creates an acceptance and reinforcement of sex 
and rape culture. Sex culture is seemingly quite influential today's society. It is seen throughout 
media in magazines to television. Sex culture has become numbing to the point individuals and 
entities to overlook the issue until the rapid increase reports of sexual assault and violence 
towards women. 
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Recommendations 

Recommendation #2: Addressing Demand

Recommendation #3: Protecting of Identified 
victims

Society should hold buyers accountable by sanctioning the 
purchase of sex acts. By establishing the norm of not accepting 
the principle of buying sex, the supply and the need to exploit 
victims would decrease.

As a result of the fear of being penalized, victims are hesitant to 
reach out and report to law enforcement. This fear hinders 
victims to seek assistance and remain entrapped in an 
exploitative system. By creating policy which protects identified 
persons, society can assist victims leaving a form of bondage. 

Recommendation #4: Engaging All Possible 
Actors 
In order to have an effective strategy to tackle human trafficking, 
all actors must engage including both the public and private 
sector. The private sector plays a critical role in the effort against 
sex trafficking. Corporate social responsibility is one of the many 
ways in which the international community can engage various 
type of actors in this effort.  The public sector must also increase 
their responsibility for minors and victims of sex trafficking and 
prostitution. 

Recommendation #1: Addressing Sex Trafficking 
and Prostitution Together

Society can see the end of modern-day slavery, if and only if, all 
actors are willing to work together to combat the elements which 
feed the increase in sex trafficking. Together, society as a whole 
adds the dialogue and raises other concerns not evaluated. 
Furthermore, by adding to the discussion, society has access to 
various perspectives and expertise to find new strategies to end 
sexual exploitation. The key concept is that sex trafficking is a 
business and one fuels the other: prostitution fuels trafficking 
while trafficking fuels prostitution.
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Recommendation #7 Promoting Public 
Awareness, Trainings, and Knowledge
As a result of a lack of awareness, many are uninformed about 
the dangers and vulnerability of sex trafficking and prostitution. 
By raising awareness and contributing resources, society can 
tackle sex trafficking and prostitution. Without a change in this 
notion, human trafficking will remain a challenge to the 
international community. 

Similarly to the Sustainable Development Goals drafted by United 
Nations, as a whole, society too must outline particular goals 
which address the issue of sex trafficking. The outline must target 
critical matters which hinders a community's development 
including equal rights, education, and micro-finance. By 
establishing an increase in opportunities, it helps navigate 
alternative routes for a massive portion of the victimized 
population. 

Recommendation #8: Investing and 
Empowering Communities  

Recommendation #6: Preventing Through 
Education 

Education is an essential element in combating sex trafficking.  As 
a whole, society must continue to educate at all levels which 
include minors to professionals and set a foundation and a norm 
that sex trafficking is intolerable. With the rapid increase in sex 
trafficking, society can tackle this issue by training individuals to 
detect trafficking and prevent individuals from being likely 
targets. 

Currently, contribution made to tackle sex trafficking is 1% of the 
multi-million dollar market. The contribution is a drop in the 
bucket in comparison to a 150 billion dollar industry. Therefore, it 
is essential that all actors increase contributions need to tackle 
modern-day slavery. Grassroots organizations in the field should 
also receive better assistance from the government in order to 
assist more individuals on the ground.  

Recommendation #5: Increasing Contributions to 
Tackle Sex Trafficking
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Recommendation #10: Improving 
and Monitoring Impact and Progress 
of Efforts

Although technology and globalization are seen very beneficial 
for today's society, it, on the other hand, increases the platform 
to exploit and victimize individuals. Society should create and 
establish better ways to address the dark web and prevent 
traffickers from building networks and purchasing services and 
individuals through the internet. 

Recommendation #9: Enacting a Better Use of 
Technology 

Due to the complications gathering 
information and vagueness of statistical 
data, the international community should 
recognize the importance of finding better 
and more efficient ways to collect data on 
sex trafficking. The international community 
should also understand that this process is 
only possible with the assistance of 
investing in financial and technical 
resources.

Vital Takeaways 

- No country is spared. More and more trivialized, prostitution 
is more and more developing in new forms all over the world. 
Solutions exist, international and national, at the level of 
organizations, governments and civil society.

- Sexual exploitation is a criminal activity. It is the result of 
powerful networks, very organized and eager for ever 
greater profits. The economic model of prostitution must be 
fought. For this, each country must become inhospitable for 
traffickers.

- Legislation can have an immediate impact on the situation of 
millions of victims of sexual exploitation.

- The Nordic model has proved its effectiveness, whereas 
prohibitionist and regulatory policies fail systematically. This 
is why this model should become the international norm.
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Improving  and Monitoring 
Impact,and Progress of Efforts

 Addressing Demand

 Preventing Through Education

Increasing Contributions to 
Tackle Sex Trafficking

Promoting Public Awareness 
Trainings, and Knowledge

Addressing Sex Trafficking 
and Prostitution Together

Enacting a Better 
Use of Technology 

Recommendations to 
Combat Sex Trafficking 

Engaging All Possible Actors

Protecting of Identified victims

 

 Investing and Empowering 
Communities
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The Scelles Foundation, an acknowledged association of public utility since 1994, aims to 
ensure that every human being may prosper without resorting to prostitution.
As a major actor of advocacy and mobilization against sexual exploitation, the Scelles 
Foundation has created an international observatory to inform, advocate and sensitize about 
the phenomenon. The CRIDES (Center for international research and documentation on sexual 
exploitation) is a worldwide hub for information, meetings and exchanges about prostitution 
system.
Through analysis and awareness campaigns aimed towards policy makers and the general 
public of France and Europe, the Scelles Foundation, in partnership with several other 
associations, fights to uncover, understand, and combat this form of violence.

Our missions 
Knowing commercial sexual exploitation. 

We created an international Research Center responsible for collecting and producing 
information relating to commercial sexual exploitation in the world. 

Understanding commercial sexual exploitation.
 Through multidisciplinary cooperation with experts (jurists, sociologists, police, NGOs), we 

publish analyses, books, articles and audiovisual documents. 
Fighting commercial sexual exploitation.

We lobby local, national and international elected officials. We engage in awareness and 
prevention activities. We organize conferences and participate in public debates and interviews 

with media. 

   

 

Who are we?
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