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WHAT’S NEW? 

Welcome to ALPHA Education’s revamped newsletter, dear friends! 

The new year brings new inspiration, and the just-launched “Quarterly 

Review” reflects this. This newsletter will bring you up-to-date on our 

most important projects, and will also provide resources for further 

education and contemplation with respect to World War II in Asia. We 

will be highlighting some of our own activities, but also providing 

updates on scholarship, features on our interns and volunteers, and 

reviews of important texts relating to World War II in Asia. Don’t forget 

to check out our website for detailed information on all these topics! 

On our calendar: 

2017 Camp P.U.L.S.E. (Program for Understanding Leadership, Self-

empowerment, and Exchange) – Our international social justice 

summer camp enters its 2nd year! The camp will run from July 30-August 

13, 2017. Early bird registration deadline: February 28, 2017; final 

registration deadline: April 30, 2017. 

2017 History + Art = Peace, Art Exhibition: “Speak Your Peace: Voices 

for the Future” – Our annual art exhibition will be running again this year, 

with chosen submissions featured in a temporary gallery at Toronto’s 

Metro Hall in the Summer of 2017! Visual and traditional arts, as well as 

short creative writing submissions will reflect on the values of peace, 

diversity, and social justice. Deadline for submission: June 9, 2017. 

2017 Peace and Reconciliation Study Tour – Thanks to our associates at 

New Jersey ALPHA, the study tour will run again in 2017! This tour will 

take learners through the history of WWII in Asia, with stops in Shanghai, 

Nanjing, Beijing, Harbin, and Seoul. Application deadline: February 1, 

2017. 

For details about these and other events, please visit our website at: 

http://www.alphaeducation.org/upcoming-events  

“Thank you for your unwavering support and inspiration 

that have allowed us to grow and learn. We have been 

given some extraordinary learning opportunities from 

ALPHA Education, and we are looking forward to 

empowering our generation with your invaluable gifts.”  

- UT ALPHA Chapter Members 

 

WHAT WE’RE READING 

Documents on the Rape of 

Nanking, Edited by Timothy 

Brook. University of Michigan 

Press. ISBN: 978-0472086627 

A collection of primary source 

documents related to the 

Nanjing Massacre, including 

eye-witness reports, personal 

diaries, and excerpts from the 

IMTFE judgements. 

See pages 5-6 for our full 

review of this text!  
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AROUND THE OFFICE: OUR CURRENT PROJECTS 

Judy (Program Director): I am currently busy preparing for several 

2017 ALPHA projects, including Peace Fest, Oral History Project, and 

other educational workshops and conferences. I am particularly 

excited about our new community partner project, “Live Well, Take 

Action.” This is an ambassador program that aims to enhance the 

lives of East Asian youth by fostering civic participation, healthy 

relationships, and greater awareness of positive well-being. Looking 

forward to working with 30-45 students from three local high schools 

in early 2017. Click here for more information!  

Michelle (Project Coordinator): Following the conclusion of the 

highly successful Chinese Seniors’ Storytelling Workshop, my focus 

has currently shifted to organizing and implementing all our 

upcoming student conferences and workshops that we have 

planned for the 2017 year. In addition to this, the team and I have 

been working hard designing educational and fun activities for this 

year’s Camp P.U.L.S.E. students. Be sure to visit our Camp P.U.L.S.E. 

website here for more information on registration and to stay 

updated on all our latest developments! 

Panlai (Office Administrator): I'm currently helping to circulate and 

gather signatures for a petition regarding MPP Soo Wong’s Bill 79, an 

act to designate December 13th as the Nanjing Massacre 

Commemorative Day in Ontario. Our goal is to collect 100,000 

signatures, to help advance the Bill to the Third Reading. Please 

consider supporting us in this effort, and circulate the message as 

widely as possible among your friends, family, and community! 

Sarah (Director of Education): I’m currently reviewing scholarship 

around the Tokyo Trials, as part of my comprehensive overhaul of 

ALPHA Education’s Teacher Resource Guide. As well, I’m managing 

a team of 30+ dedicated and passionate volunteers, who are doing 

amazing work for ALPHA’s Unit 731 Transcription Project and Digital 

Archive Project. If you or someone you know might be interested in 

contributing to these projects, check out our volunteer opportunities 

here!  

Flora (Executive Director): Flora is currently in China, working hard to 

promote ALPHA Education’s mandate, vision, and values among 

the educational community. She is recruiting attendants for Camp 

P.U.L.S.E., and speaking at high schools and universities about 

ALPHA Education’s important work in Canada. Hopefully, she will 

regale us all with tales of her trip in the next issue of the newsletter! - 

Sarah  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m also working on this newsletter!” 

-Sarah 

Contact Us 

ALPHA Education 

85 Scarsdale Road, Suite 305 

Toronto, ON M3B 2R2 

416.299.0111 

info@alphaeducation.org 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

For our initial “Volunteer Spotlight,” we at ALPHA Education want to extend a 

warm and hearty “thank you” to our remote/online volunteers, who have been 

working on our Unit 731 Transcription Project and Digital Archive Project!  

Since September, these volunteers from around the world have helped us 

transcribe over 1,000 pages of recently-declassified intelligence documents for 

the Unit 731 Museum in Harbin. As well, those doing research for our primary 

resource digital archive have helped us launch a massive, 5-year endeavor with 

style and grace. Through these projects, a diverse group of people have come 

together to help shape the future of WWII in Asia studies, as well as ALPHA 

Education’s legacy and contribution to research.  

Want to join our team? We have lots of volunteer opportunities! Check them out 

here: http://www.alphaeducation.org/volunteer  

 

UPCOMING ALPHA COMMUNITY EVENTS  

 

Petition Drive: Bill 79 – Nanjing Massacre Commemorative Day Act 

On January 7, 8, 14, and 15, members of the ALPHA family will have a petition 

booth at New Kennedy Square (8360 Kennedy Rd, Unionville, ON L3R 5Y7), 

from 11:00am-5:30pm. If you would like to help support this important bill, 

please stop by and add your name to the petition!  

You can also download and sign the petition here. 

UPCOMING WORLD AND COMMUNITY EVENTS* 

24th EUROCLIO Annual Conference, April 

2-7, 2017, Donostia-San Sebastián, Spain 

(European Association of History 

Educators) 

Event details here. 

 

 

Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, 

March 16-19, 2017, Sheraton Centre, Toronto 

Learn more about the association and the 

conference here. 

Register here by February 21, 2017.  

*Please note, ALPHA Education is not affiliated with these organizations or their events. 
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                                     NEW SCHOLARLY WORKS ON WWII IN ASIA 

Books 

Berry, Michael and Sawada, Chiho. Divided Lenses: Screen 

Memories of War in East Asia. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i 

Press, 2016.  

Yoneyama, Lisa. Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of 

American Justice and Japanese War Crimes. Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2016. 

 

Articles 

Moon, Chung-In, and Suh, Seung-won. “Historical Analogy and Demonization of Others: Memory of 1930s’ 

Japanese Militarism and its Contemporary Implications.” Korea Observer 46, no.2 (Autumn 2015): 423-459. 

Article Abstract: Some pundits in Beijing and Tokyo use the analogy of Japan’s militarism in the 1930s as a vantage point 

through which to interpret each other’s present and future behavior. While those in Tokyo have likened China’s recent 

offensive posture to that of Japan’s military in the early 1930s, those in Beijing see the Abe’s proactive pacifism as a prelude 

to the revival of its 1930s militarism. The paper aims at elucidating the dynamics of mutual demonization between China and 

Japan that is anchored in the ‘Siamese twin’ analogy of the 1930s episode. We argue that shadow projection, scapegoat 

behavior, revival of geopolitical discourses, and identity politics have been by and large responsible for the dilemma of mutual 

demonization and that domestic political abuse and misuse of historical narratives and subsequently the formation of a 

transnational coalition among adversaries have further complicated the situation. Such mutual demonization process casts 

worrisome implications for bilateral relations between China and Japan in particular and peace and stability in Northeast 

Asia in general. The paper concludes that political leadership, civil society, and mass media in each country should work hard 

to prevent an excessive politicization of memory politics and to block the formation of a transnational adversarial coalition 

among ultra-nationalists. 

Yang, Jincai. "Reading Ethics and the Body in Geling Yan’s The Flowers of War." Neohelicon 42, no. 2 (2015): 571-

584. 

Article Abstract: Michel Foucault has written of the body that it is also directly involved in a 

political field. This understanding of the body and its direct relation to political realms may also 

illuminate much in the war context of Chinese Resistance against Japanese Invasion (1937–

1945) which saw an intense focus in many of the social and political issues in China feeding into 

historical inquiry on the performance of the human body. In recapturing this history Geling Yan 

turned out her novella The Flowers of War, rendering a different perspective into the Japanese 

rape of Nanjing notoriously known as the Nanjing Massacre. As a writer, Yan projects a cogent 

historical vision, and throughout the novella, she makes particular demands on her readers who 

must serve as capable interpreters of the historical record of the Nanjing Massacre. In 

interpreting this work, both writer and readers participate in constituting the cultural currency 

of the traumatic experience resulting from the Japanese seizure of the city and assigning value 

to the varied subjectivity Chinese women assume in the narrative. Here we read the body as a 

realm of meaning and follow the ways the female Chinese characters including the prostitutes 

of the Qin Huai River brothels teach us to read it. Human behavior is central to most literary texts 

which demand ethical responses. The Flowers of War is exactly a case in point.  

http://www.alphaeducation.org/


 

BOOK REVIEW 

Brook, Timothy (ed.). Documents on the Rape of Nanking. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1999.  

Documents on the Rape of Nanking provides a convenient, edited volume of key testimonial and judicial 

documents composed during, and in the aftermath of, the Nanjing Massacre. Consisting of official and personal 

correspondence written by the members of the International Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone during the 

Japanese invasion of the city, excerpts from the judgment handed down by the International Military Tribunal for 

the Far East (IMTFE), and sections of the dissenting opinion from that judgement, issued by Radhabinod Pal, this 

valuable resource offers both a ground-level view of events as they unfold, as well as the appraisal of such events 

by later judicial bodies.  

Part 1, “The Records,” offers an intimate glimpse into the increasingly desperate situation within the Nanking 

Safety Zone. These letters were written by members of the International Committee (most notably, well-known 

figures such as Chairman John Rabe, Secretary Lewis Smythe, and American Missionary Minnie Vautrin), a small 

number of Westerners working in China who refused to flee the violence wrought on the city, instead remaining 

in an attempt to provide humanitarian aid to victims and refugees in the city. Often addressed to official bodies 

such as the Japanese Embassy, as well as various individuals in power positions in the Japanese military, members 

of the International Committee plead for the safety and well-being of the 200,000+ refugees in their care. 

Frequently present are itemized lists of atrocities, organized by date, spanning December 14, 1937 – February 19, 

1938. While maintaining the highest of diplomatic standards, these letters highlight an intensification of shock and 

outrage, as days and weeks go by without significant improvement. Readers can palpably experience Rabe’s 

desperation, for example, as he decries the repeated and overwhelming kidnapping of girls and women from 

the Safety Zone (some never to return), the sexual assault of girls as young as 12, the bayonetting of innocent 

civilians and even the elderly. He carefully details the increasingly perilous food shortage and the disastrous slash-

and-burn tactics used by Japanese soldiers running amok in the city, who destroyed the homes and livelihoods 

of countless civilians, making a return to normalcy an increasingly distant possibility. Indeed, with their calculated 

precision and itemized presentation of atrocities, these letters may offer the closest thing a researcher can get 

to an in-the-moment run-down of the events of the Nanjing Massacre.  

One particularly valuable contribution to the evidence of the Nanjing Massacre provided by this book is the first-

time publication of the personal letters of Dr. Robert O. Wilson to his family. Wilson was both a physician and a 

missionary stationed in Nanjing during the massacre, and – despite massive supply shortages – he was the primary 

medical official in charge of tending to the wounded in the city. Wilson was later a key eye-witness before the 

IMTFE, reporting under oath the atrocities he witnessed as the key physician in the International Safety Zone. His 

letters begin prior to the date of those issued by the International Committee, starting on December 9, 1937, as 

the Japanese military began its initial bombardment of the city. These personal letters contrast the official, 

diplomatic style of the previous communiques, highlighting the palpable fear Wilson experienced from the 

earliest sounds of gunfire outside the walls of Nanjing, to the tension experienced as the primary physician for an 

ever-increasing number of wounded Nanjing residents, and through the uncertainty that lingered after the initial 

waves of violence, with his final letter composed in March of 1938.  

As the primary medical physician within the International Safety Zone, many of Wilson’s letters reflect instances 

of violence reported in the earlier section of the book. For example, in the 19th letter reporting “Cases of Disorder 

by Japanese Soldiers in the Safety Zone,” filed December 21, 1937, it was reported that “…at 7:30pm, a 17-year 

old married girl, 9 months pregnant was raped by two Japanese soldiers; at 9 p.m. labor pains began; baby was 

born at 12 p.m. She was brought to University Hospital this morning because they could not get through on the 

streets at night. Mother is hysterical, but baby is doing well” (45). Wilson refers to this encounter in his own letters, 

following up on December 30: “…the little seventeen year old girl who was raped at seven-thirty one evening 

before starting her labour pains at nine, has now developed a rip-roaring case of acute gonorrhea. She runs a 

temperature of 105 part of the time and the outlook is not too bright. We are giving her baby temporarily to the 

girl who lost hers prematurely when she was stuck in the abdomen with a bayonet in the basement of Hillcrest. 

She has plenty of milk” (232). Dr. Wilson’s letters give a human voice to the suffering he witnesses, lamenting 

frequently throughout, and comparing the situation in Nanjing to “Dante’s Inferno” (a classic depiction of the 
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Christian Hell). In the same letter, December 30th, he looks forward to the promise of a new year. “The only 

consolation,” he says, “is that it can’t be worse” (230-1).  

Part 2, “The Judgements,” provides an edited volume of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East’s (IMTFE) 

judgments, as they pertain to events in the Nanjing Massacre. One of the most valuable aspects of this volume 

is the stark juxtaposition of the eye-witness accounts and the evaluation of events by official judicial bodies. 

Several members of the International Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone served as witnesses during these 

trials, also known as the “Tokyo Trials” (equivalent to the more well-known “Nuremburg Trials”). Ultimately, two 

men – Koki Hirota (who presided as Foreign Minister during the massacre) and Iwane Matsui (a senior officer) – 

were convicted of “disregarding their legal duty to take adequate steps to secure the observance and prevent 

breaches thereof… thereby violat[ing] the laws of war” during the Nanjing Massacre (270). By not exercising their 

authority over the Japanese troops who terrorized Nanjing for six weeks, these two men were executed by 

hanging for their role in the Nanjing Massacre. 

This was not a wholly uncontroversial set of charges, however, with many of the death sentences at the Tokyo 

Trials passing by a bare majority, and Documents on the Rape of Nanking reminds readers of this by including a 

partial representation of Radhabinod Pal’s controversial dissenting opinion (i.e., only those elements relating to 

the Nanjing Massacre). The introduction to Documents on the Rape of Nanking makes it clear that – despite the 

insistance of some historical revisionists – Pal did not doubt that Japanese soldiers in Nanjing committed violent 

criminal acts. He is quoted in this introduction, saying that “the evidence is still overwhelming that atrocities were 

perpetuated by the members of the Japanese armed forces against the civilian population” (18). The base 

factuality of these events were not called into question, though the extent of the atrocities was questioned by 

Pal, who suggested that the trauma witnesses experienced may have led to an over-estimation of the number 

of murders and rapes that took place (the official IMTFE death toll of 200,000 illustrates the extent to which the 

majority of judges were convinced of the tallies presented by the prosecution’s witnesses). Further, Pal 

commented on the difficulty of laying judgment against those who did not act in certain ways, military officials 

who did not control the soldiers under their purview, as opposed to those who specifically committed particular 

actions (positive acts versus crimes of omission). As the lone dissenter represented here, his primary point of 

contention was that the charges of “crimes against peace” and “crimes against humanity” were previously un-

codified forms of determination of guilt in international law (that it was a judgement ex post facto – i.e., conviction 

for actions that had not previously been identified as criminal on the international stage, despite the Kellogg-

Briand Pact essentially criminalizing aggressive war). Despite Pal’s dissent, however, decades of legal scholars 

have since considered the IMTFE judgments as crucial legal precursors to contemporary international justice 

(being cited by recent criminal tribunals, including the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 

and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda). Pal does provide an occasion for considering important 

questions about what justice entails and how it is achieved (whether or not one agrees with his own reponses to 

such questions), particularly when capital punishment is on the line. There are larger issues at stake in the entirety 

of Pal’s dissent, such as his assertion that Japan’s imperialist expansionism was little more than mimicry of similar 

colonial efforts by Western powers, thus rendering such powers potentially just as culpable as Japan itself, and 

suggesting that “even justice” could only be done if the West’s wars of aggression in Asia were also brought 

before such a judicial body. As well, there have been many valid critiques of his dissenting opinion, though these 

are beyond the scope and content of this particular work, with its specific focus on the atrocities in Nanjing.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

2017 is going to be an exciting year for ALPHA Education, and we thank you for your support and enthusiasm for 

our work. We are a small organization that does big things, and none of those things would be possible without 

the educators, advocates, leaders, and community members whose backing sustains our efforts. We encourage 

you to reach out to us with possible projects and partnerships, as well as any news or events you would like us to 

consider for our next issue of the ALPHA Education Quarterly Review. On behalf of the entire ALPHA family, we 

send our gratitude and hopes for a peaceful new year!   
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