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WHAT’S NEW? 

Welcome, friends, to Issue 3 of the ALPHA Education Quarterly 

Review! This summer has brought us a number of exciting 

opportunities and accomplishments, which we are proud to share 

with you. As always, we invite you to explore our work more in-

depth on our website. 

 

University of Michigan, Global Scholars Program Interns: Our 

University of Michigan interns have completed their projects for the 

2016-2017 academic year. With a focus on the psychological 

aspects of trauma, and with particular reference to the former 

“comfort women,” these ambitious students contributed to our 

growing Digital Archive Project, and helped develop resources for 

use in high school and university classes. As well, we are very 

pleased to announce that the University of Michigan has requested 

a similar internship with ALPHA Education for the 2017-2018 

academic year!  

 

New Internship, The Education University of Hong Kong: We are 

thrilled to announce the launch of a new partnership between 

ALPHA Education and the Education University of Hong Kong. A 

couple of months ago, we were approached by university officials 

with a request to establish an overseas teacher-training internship 

for students in the Liberal Studies Education program. Beginning 

next summer (2018), we will be hosting a small group of students for 

an experiential learning internship, where they will learn ALPHA 

Education’s approach to education, and where they can practice 

teaching and workshop facilitation with our Camp P.U.L.S.E. students. 

Stay tuned for more details about this exciting development! 

 

Youth Leadership Retreat: In May, we held our annual Youth 

Leadership Retreat, helping to introduce students in our university 

chapters to ALPHA Education’s mission, values, and approach to 

teaching and learning. It was a day of games, presentations, sharing 

and growth. We are so happy to see our chapters growing and 

blossoming! 

 

 

July 2017 

INTERN SPOTLIGHT!  

This summer, our office is full 

of vibrant, dedicated interns 

from Toronto and Hong 

Kong. Overnight, our office 

population swelled from 5 

core staff members to 18 

staff, volunteers, and 

university  interns!  

 

Read more about our 

fabulous interns, as well as 

some reflections inspired by 

their work, on pages 8-10.  
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Panelists at the “Within Every Woman” 

screening event. From left to right: 

Sachiyo Tsukamoto (Researcher), Tiffany 

Hsiung (Director, “The Apology” and 

“Within Every Woman”), and Karen Dean 

(Anti-Human Trafficking Specialist). 

ALPHA Education and Bayview Secondary 

School students gather at the “comfort 

women” memorial statue, after a “History Meets 

Humanity” conference, 2017. 

“Within Every Woman” Event: We recently had the honour of co-

hosting a film screening event with the dedicated people at 

Women’s Support Network (anti-human trafficking, York Region). 

“Within Every Woman” is a condensed, educational version of the hit 

documentary, “The Apology,” to which ALPHA Education retains 

rights, due to our role in the early stages of the film. This event, led by 

three brilliant panelists, facilitated difficult questions and deep 

reflections regarding not only the search for justice by the former 

“comfort women,” but also the ways we can act in the present to 

help prevent violence against women. 

 

ON OUR CALENDAR: UPCOMING ALPHA EVENTS 

Peace Fest: Mark your calendars! Peace Fest will take place on August 12, 2017, at Mel Lastman Square. The 

festival will run from 3:00-9:30pm, and will feature a variety of vendors and performing artists, culminating in a 

peace concert (starting at 6:00pm) and peace boat ceremony (at 9:00pm). If you are interested in 

volunteering on the day of Peace Fest, please contact our Program Director, Judy Cho, at 

judy.cho@alphaeducation.org.    

 

“History + Art = Peace”: This year’s art exhibition will take place from August 4th-11th at Toronto’s Metro Hall. 

We have received a wealth of visual arts submissions from talented Canadian artists and students, all 

developed around this year’s theme, “Speak Your Peace: Voices for the Future”. Select pieces will also be 

featured at Peace Fest. 

“Comfort Women” Memorial Event: On Monday, August 14, 

ALPHA Education is partnering with Nabi Toronto to organize a 

“Comfort Women” memorial event. The ceremony will take 

place at 7:00pm, at the “Comfort Women” memorial statue at 

the Korean-Canadian Cultural Association (KCCA) building, 

located at 1133 Leslie St, North York. This event has generously 

been sponsored by the KCCA. 

 

mailto:judy.cho@alphaeducation.org
http://www.alphaeducation.org/upcoming-events
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AROUND THE OFFICE: OUR CURRENT PROJECTS 

Judy (Program Director): From Sarah – Judy is currently swept up in the whirlwind of 

planning Peace Fest. She is doing an amazing job, securing vendors, performers, and 

designing a beautiful day of celebrating peace. Be sure to stop by and thank her for 

her amazing efforts when you go to Peace Fest!  

 

Peggie (Office Administrator): Nothing can be 

better than being surrounded by so many kind 

and caring people who are active in contributing 

to making this world better. This summer, we have 

12 interns and volunteers from Canada and Hong 

Kong working with us. Each one sharing the same mission in making the 

world a nicer and more peaceful place. It is such a pleasure and honor to 

work with them. Our interns and volunteers have been working devotedly to 

present to you our third annual Peace Fest, taking place on Aug 12 at Mel 

Lastman Square. Please come and enjoy the peace concert with us. 

Sarah (Director of Education): For the past few months, my 

primary areas of focus have been preparing for our Summer 

internships, conducting research for an upcoming conference, 

and working a massive overhaul of ALPHA Education’s Teacher 

Resource Guide. I have the honour of acting as supervisor to 

our Hong Kong University Interns and two of our Canada 

Summer Jobs interns, all of whom are taking on fascinating and 

stimulating research projects. As well, with recent 

developments with the Education University of Hong Kong and 

the University of Michigan’s Global Scholars Program, I am busy 

assembling a variety of internships and projects for our 2017-18 

students. As well, I’m working on my own research for this year’s Holocaust Education Week, where I will be 

comparing trends in atrocity denial in Japan with Holocaust denial. Finally, our much-loved Teacher Resource 

Guide has needed updating for some time, so I am working on a fully revised, edited, expanded, and 

academically-sourced edition. We are currently anticipating that this resource will be available for the 2017-

2018 academic year. 

Michelle (Project Coordinator): It's been an exciting few 

months preparing for our international summer camp, Camp 

P.U.L.S.E., which is set to take place from July 30 - August 

13th! Camp P.U.L.S.E. is a unique summer camp that immerses 

international and local youth in the Canadian culture of 

diversity and inclusion and provides them with the opportunity 

to foster 21st century skills for global leadership both inside 

and outside the classroom. This year, we have an amazing 

group of students joining us from Hong Kong and two eager 

Peer Mentors who will assist the camp by providing small 

group instruction and English language support. On top of 
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Recent Developments in WWII In Asia Studies 

that, two very skilled and qualified teachers will be joining the Camp P.U.L.S.E. team, helping students to 

explore and reflect on their potentials to make positive impact through the learning of social justice. In addition 

to planning the camp, I am also assisting with ALPHA's H.A.P. Art Exhibition that will be on display for one week 

in August. Thank you to all the passionate artists, including an entire classroom of high school students, for 

submitting their work on the theme of "Speak Your Peace: Voices for the Future." Please make sure to check it 

out! 

Flora (Executive Director): In early June, I attended the FEPOW (Far East Prisoner of War) conference in 

Liverpool, UK, and made a presentation about ALPHA’s educational initiatives to over 120 attendees.  This trip 

not only enables me to outreach to individual researchers and organizations in Europe, but also provides me 

with a more in-depth understanding of the issue, and insights to enhance ALPHA’s learning resources in this 

distinctive area.  In the past months, I have also worked closely with various communities on the Bill 79 

campaign, trying to get through obstacles that have stopped the bill from proceeding. I am also busy planning 

for the upcoming projects to ensure ALPHA progresses well along its four educational and advocacy directions 

in the coming year.   Camp PULSE 2017 is drawing near; seeing the dedication of our camp director Michelle, 

Program Director Judy together with the interns and volunteers to ensure exceptional experiential learning for 

the campers, I am compelled to work harder with local institutions and overseas groups to promote Camp 

PULSE 2018.  

Summer months at ALPHA are usually filled with youthfulness and actions.  This year the small ALPHA office is 

packed with 12 student interns, each working hard on individual and group projects.  It is always rewarding and 

exciting seeing the increasing youth engagement at ALPHA – I also see hope.  

 

 

HAVE YOU HEARD? “COMFORT WOMAN” VIDEO FOOTAGE 

After scouring the U.S. National Archives, 

South Korean researchers have 

reportedly found the first ever video 

footage of the sex-slaves euphemistically 

known as “comfort women.” While we 

have long heard the pleas of these 

women, and supported their struggle for 

justice, some remain skeptical of the 

horrific tales they recount. As noted in the 

Washington Post report, “Researchers say 

the film makes obvious that the women 

were being held against their will. ‘Their 

appearance, such as the bare feet, 

suggest they were enslaved,’ 

SungKongHoe University professor Kang 

Sung-hyun, who participated in the study, 

told reporters at a news conference in 

Seoul last week.” The full video is 

available at the above link. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/07/10/an-18-second-clip-released-by-south-korea-appears-to-offer-first-footage-of-wwii-comfort-women/?utm_term=.dcfa4b464a4f


 

Recent Scholarly Works on Critical History & WWII In Asia 
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BOOKS 

 

Saito, Hiro. The History Problem: the Politics of War 

Commemoration in East Asia. Honolulu: University of Hawai’I 

Press, 2017. ISBN: 978- 0824856748. 

Auestad, Lene (ed.). Shared Traumas, Silent Loss, Public and 

Private Mourning. London: Karnac Books, Ltd., 2017. ISBN: 

978-1780491615.  

 

 

ARTICLES 

Feng, Pin-chia. “Remembering Nanking: Historical Reconstructions and Literary Memorializations of the Nanking 

Massacre.” Inter-Asia Cultural Studies 18.1 (2017): 75-91. 

Article Abstract: During the World War II, up to 200,000 women, the majority of whom were Korean, were forced to provide 

sex to Japan’s military forces. The perceived refusal of Japan to fully take responsibility for the mistreatment of these 

“comfort women” has been a major obstacle to Japanese-Korean relations for a quarter of a century. Although the signing 

of the December 28, 2015 Agreement between Japan and Korea purported to “finally and irreversibly” solve the comfort 

women issue that has divided these two East Asian powers, the voices of Korean and Korean-American civil society indicate 

the contrary. American local, county, and state governments have become key battlegrounds in the conflict. As comfort 

women memorials across the USA proliferate, these governmental entities have allowed themselves to be caught up in 

incomplete narratives, whether Japanese or Korean. Against the backdrop of the tense geopolitics of today’s Asia-Pacific, 

a more responsible, comprehensive inquiry is needed to bring closure to a tragic chapter of human history.  

 

Fukuoka, Kazuya. “Between Banality and Effervescence?: A Study of Japanese Youth Nationalism.” Nations 

and Nationalism 23.2 (2007): 346-366. 

Article Abstract: The study of taken-for-granted nationalism has been bourgeoning in the last two decades. With Michael 

Billig’s seminal thesis of banal nationalism, it is now more common to see those studies that focus on day-to-day 

unconscious flagging of national symbols in established (as opposed to new) nations. There are also studies that re-

emphasize Durkheimian moments of collective effervescence through ecstatic events (such as the Olympics and the 

Soccer World Cup) that concretize national identities. By critically engaging with these concepts, this exploratory study 

delves into the nature of Japanese youth nationalism. What are the sources of their national pride? How proud are they? Or, 

not? How do the Japanese youth perceive the national symbols such as the national flag and how is it related to the sense 

of nation? 

 

Noyori-Corbett, Chie and David P. Moxley. “Two Advocacy Paradigms in Addressing Female Sex Trade Human 

Trafficking in Japan.” Global Social Welfare 4.2 (2017): 59-70. 

Article Abstract: The purpose of this research is to identify and examine two advocacy paradigms in Japan to address 

Female Sex Trade Human Trafficking (FSTHT) through Japanese nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). Japan offers a 

context within which to better understand both global and national human trafficking policy and how the voluntary sector 

within that country has come to address this serious social issue in the face of limited governmental action. The authors 

consider those two advocacy paradigms in Japan to address human trafficking involving what they call the classic 

paradigm and the new paradigm, and they shed light on how the voluntary sector has come to initiate action when 

national policy is weak or ambivalent. Through key informant interviews and analysis of documents, the authors explore, 

categorize, and describe how the two paradigms involving action to address FSTHT have formed and then they illuminate 

how those paradigms influence advocacy strategies and activities among Japanese NGOs. 

http://www.alphaeducation.org/


 

Disability/Visibility 

An upcoming publication 

through Pacific Atrocities 

Education 

Concluding Reflection 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS* 

Disability/Visibility: This event features 

images that act as statements on the lived 

experience of young artists with disabilities. 

Facilitated by artists Maayan Ziv and Steve 

Kean, this project will be featured from July 

15-September 4, 2017, at “The Gallery at the 

J” - 750 Spadina Ave. Gallery hours are 

Monday – Friday: 9:00 am - 9:00 pm, and 

Saturday – Sunday: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm. For 

gallery info, call: 416-924-6211, ext 250. Visit 

their website for more information.   

 

Pacific Atrocities Education: Located in San Francisco, California, Pacific 

Atrocities Education works in the U.S. context, raising awareness about issues 

regarding the Asia-Pacific War. Their annual fundraiser will be taking place on 

August 12, 2017, under the heading, “Remembering History for Future Peace”. 

Learn more about this organization through their blog and through their 

publications.   

 

 

“Nothing can be better than being surrounded by so many kind and caring people who 

are active in contributing to making this world better.” 

- Peggie Kok, Office Administrator 

 

ON RECONCILIATION 

By Sarah Lynn Kleeb, Director of Education 

For the past few weeks, I have been immensely fortunate to supervise the work of so many bright and 

inspiring interns. I had the pleasure of coordinating and guiding the research projects of our interns at 

Unit 731 in Harbin, and I am currently facilitating the projects of our three Hong Kong University interns, as 

well as two of the Canada Summer Jobs interns. Each group has their own set of research goals, and 

because of this, I have been privy to some truly stimulating discussions with beautifully inquisitive and 

insightful students. These conversations inform this set of reflections: 

Between my work with our interns and my work editing and expanding our Teacher Resource Guide, I’ve been 

thinking a lot about reconciliation lately -- what it is, what it entails, how we might best understand it and work 

toward it as a goal. “Reconciliation” is a term we’ve seen frequently in Canada over the past few years, with a 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission recently working with the government and indigenous communities to try 

to heal the chasmic wounds of a history of genocide. But, what does “reconciliation” actually mean, and what 

does it mean when atrocity-survivors seek reconciliation? Most of us only understand this term at its basic 

definitional level (“the restoration of friendly relations”), but is this sufficient for understanding what is at stake in 

reconciliation at the national and international level, particularly in the wake of atrocities or extreme violence? 

*Please note, ALPHA Education is not necessarily affiliated with these organizations or their events. 

http://www.mnjcc.org/
http://www.pacificatrocities.org/blog
http://www.pacificatrocities.org/publications.html


 

Obviously, my answer to the latter question is, “no” -- otherwise, I wouldn’t be writing this reflection, based on 

hours of conversation and research on the topic! Reconciliation is a massively rich concept, and one that I can 

only address partially in this context (there are literally hundreds of books and art icles on the topic), so I’d like to 

focus on one aspect of reconciliation and its purpose: Power. More specifically, I’d like to encourage us all to 

think about what is at stake in reconciliation, particularly in terms of re-establishing a balance of power in a 

previously one-sided, unjust, and exploitative power imbalance. 

Atrocities are exertions of power. Every act of violence is an exertion of power with a perpetrator (or 

perpetrators) and victim (or victims). When prisoners were involuntarily subjected to inhumane experimentation 

at Unit 731, they were victims of an exertion of power. When civilians were slaughtered and raped in the 

capture of Nanjing in 1937, they were victims of an exertion of power. When young women and girls were 

forced or coerced into work as sex slaves for the Imperial Japanese Army, they were victims of an exertion of 

power. Here, power turns humans into mere things - experimental material (called “maruta” by Unit 731 

experimenters, a term meaning “logs [of wood]”), obstacles to be eradicated in a military advance, tools for 

the “comfort” of military men. Such dehumanization makes violence against victims all the more thinkable and 

doable by perpetrators.  

Controlling historical narratives is also an exertion of power. Whose story is told, and how that story is told, 

depends on who can control what information is disseminated. This is massively complex, from individual 

testimony to national narrative, but education lies at the heart of this issue, in many ways. We are all taught 

(and, sometimes, not taught) a wealth of stories about the past, which help inform our views of the present. If 

we are taught, for example, the offensive myth that indigenous peoples were “savages,” then we may view 

colonization not as the eradication of peoples and cultures (genocide and ethnocide), but as a positive, 

“civilizing” force in the world. If we are taught that former “comfort women” are merely liars seeking 

compensation, and if we are not given the tools to critically investigate such a claim, then we may end up 

believing vicious, harmful things about a group of elderly women trying to reclaim the narrative of their wartime 

lives. If we are not taught about the Nanjing Massacre at all, vast swaths of victims are erased from our 

historical view, and we fail to grasp the reasons behind some international tensions that extend into the present. 

Power helps determine what is and is not learned, both in terms of formal education and popular memory and 

imagination. 

Finally, extending or withholding forgiveness is an exertion of power. This is the heart of the reconciliatory 

process: putting the power to forgive (or to refuse to forgive) into the hands of survivors. This is empowering the 

previously disempowered, in ways that allow them to reclaim the narratives of history and of their struggle, to 

have a say in what is remembered and how that memory is retold. Forgiveness is also where danger lies for 

perpetrators – they must destabilize themselves by making themselves vulnerable to not being forgiven, as 

refusing to forgive is always – must always be – an option for survivors. The sincerity of the perpetrators’ willing 

exposure to the possibility of being denied forgiveness is crucial in reconciliation. Those who once held power 

must not only relinquish that power, but readily open themselves to the kind of powerlessness they once 

inflicted on others. This is also one of the most substantial reasons reconciliation may be avoided or delayed by 

perpetrators – maintaining a power imbalance in their own favour is comforting, and there is risk in opening a 

path toward reconciliation. Part of the apology and atonement process is exposing oneself to the possibility of 

not being forgiven.  

Survivors will never not be survivors – this experience of surviving becomes part of who they are, their personal 

life-narrative. Importantly, though, survivors are certainly not only survivors; to reduce them to a single period or 

incidence of suffering is to do violence to the multi-faceted nature of identity. However, the person who 

experiences extreme violence can never go back to being the person who did not experience extreme 

violence. Even as lives continue after atrocities, they are fundamentally changed lives, and – for victims and 

survivors – their lives are profoundly changed in ways they neither wanted nor controlled in any way. This is 

what is at stake in reconciliation: the reclamation of historical narrative by those who were once viciously and 

violently disempowered. By placing power back into the hands of survivors, the scales of justice are balanced 

once again, or – at least – they are as balanced as they can be in the aftermath of atrocity. In reconciliation, 

victims re-gain control over their own stories. 

 



 

Intern Spotlight: Meet Our Interns! 
 

We have been immensely fortunate in 2017, as we have been able to host more interns than ever 

before! Working with and empowering youth and students is a core value of ALPHA Education, and 

we learn and grow alongside them.   

HONG KONG UNIVERSITY INTERNS 

Gwyneth: I am year 3 Government and Laws student in the University of Hong 

Kong. With my passion and enthusiasm towards history, it is amazing to work 

as an intern in ALPHA. I always believe that history and politics are 

indivisible, historical events in the past still have great influence over the 

geopolitics nowadays. Therefore, I am currently researching issues about 

Japanese denial of wartime crimes, such as the extent of denial as well as 

factors behind. I also have the opportunity to engage in preparation for 

Camp P.U.L.S.E and Peace Fest in August. I do hope that, in the future, more 

people can obtain knowledge about the almost-forgotten history of Asia 

during WWII. 

Priscilla: I am a year 3 Government and Laws student at The University of 

Hong Kong. As a politics student, the role of politics in the second world war 

catches my attention. My daily work at ALPHA involves researching the 

Japanese and German post-war reconciliation using Unit 731 and Auschwitz 

as a point of comparison. As well, I am supporting the preparation of Camp 

P.U.L.S.E. and Peace Fest. Working with such an enthusiastic and 

encouraging team makes this internship an invaluable one.  

Vincent: I am currently an undergraduate at the University of Hong Kong, 

majoring in both psychology and sociology. I am doing my research on 

forgiveness and reconciliation at ALPHA this summer. Being able to read multiple 

sources of testimonies and information gives me a wider scope of insight when 

revisiting these atrocities that happened, but which are less remembered. I 

acknowledge the importance of history education in making unbiased 

judgement about the past, and by gaining full understanding of it, we may strive 

for peace and reconciliation onwards. I like to ask questions about this world as 

well as humanity and morality. Some were too big that I wasn't able to answer, 

but that’s what makes this journey fruitful and challenging at the same time. 

CANADA SUMMER JOBS INTERNS 

Maralyne: I am currently a doctoral student at OISE with a keen interest in the role of critical pedagogy in 

education, especially as a tool for decolonizing the classroom. I am on the ALPHA team as a field research 

intern. My work with ALPHA Education involves researching their pedagogical approach using Camp 

P.U.L.S.E. 2017 as a case study. Having the opportunity to engage with such a supportive, collaborative 

team has really enhanced my internship experience, and should make for some exciting workshops and 

interviews with P.U.L.S.E. youth. 



 

Connie: I am a graduate student with a Master's degree 

in Sociology, and my research examines higher 

education in East Asia. At ALPHA, I am the Camp P.U.L.S.E 

Research Intern. My role involves researching banking 

education and experiential learning, with reference to 

ALPHA Education’s approach and methodology. This 

internship is an invaluable experience to work with a 

supportive and enthusiastic team on shared objectives. 

Chloe: I am a Political Science and Contemporary Asian 

Studies student at the University of Toronto with a special 

interest in human rights law as well as East Asian and 

Eastern European politics. I am currently coordinating 

ALPHA's Camp P.U.L.S.E, helping out with programming 

and social justice curriculum design. I highly value my 

internship at ALPHA and take pride in contributing to 

efforts of education and reconciliation with regards to 

Asian history, in which I have a keen interest. I hope to 

integrate knowledge gained from this experience into my 

personal, academic, and professional endeavours in the 

near future. 

Sukanya: I am a graduate student at Ontario Institute of 

Studies in Education, pursuing Masters in Child Study and Education. The primary focus of my current 

schooling is promoting Social Justice education in elementary schools, in both primary and junior grades. I 

am working as a Curriculum Developer for Camp P.U.L.S.E., where my area of focus is creating and 

implementing lessons that are rooted in exploration of Social Justice issues and Social Activism movements. 

This internship has proven to be an invaluable experience as it has deeply influenced my own pedagogical 

practice. Moreover, I am grateful to be working with such a supportive and enthusiastic team. 

Tanya: I am currently an undergraduate student studying business at Western University. As the HAP Project 

Coordinator at ALPHA, my work involves facilitating HAP activities (i.e., the Art Exhibition and Peace 

Fest). This internship has been amazing, as I have had the opportunity to collaborate with a knowledgeable 

and passionate team. 

Jamie: I’m a 3rd year student at Queen’s University studying 

Film, English, and Business. I am the acting multimedia 

coordinator and web designer for ALPHA. Currently, I have 

been working with the rest of the HAP team on promotional 

materials for the upcoming art exhibition and peace festival. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL VOLUNTEER INTERNS 

Ines: I'm a high school student interning with ALPHA for the 

summer. I help around with little tasks around the office, but 



 

Thank you, Friends! 

I'm mainly working with the HAP project team and building towards the Peace Fest. I joined ALPHA because 

of a field trip I had for my history class, and after seeing ALPHA's work and mission, I truly wanted take part. 

Based on my first few weeks here, I think that ALPHA is a very friendly place, and they have made me feel 

very comfortable and welcomed. I'm excited and I'm really looking forward to how the Peace Fest will turn 

out this year. 

Michelle: I am a high school intern at ALPHA this summer. I love how the work I do here has real life 

implications and I will be able to immediately see the results of my work. So far, I have learned new skills 

and met lots of wonderful people. 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter! We hope to see you at Peace Fest 

on Saturday, August 12, 3:00-9:00pm, at Mel Lastman Square (5100 Yonge Street)! 

Contact Us 

ALPHA Education 

85 Scarsdale Road, Suite 305 

Toronto, ON M3B 2R2 

416.299.0111 

info@alphaeducation.org 

www.alphaeducation.org  
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