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SPECIAL EDITION: ASIA-PACIFIC PEACE MUSEUM AND EDUCATION CENTRE 

Friends, it is our honour to announce the next major step in ALPHA Education’s development: 

a new, Toronto-based museum and research hub for the atrocities of the Asia-Pacific War!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since our humble beginnings in 1997, it has been ALPHA’s dream to open a museum and research 

centre that brings together academic research, historical reclamation efforts, and the movement for 

peace, reconciliation, and global citizenship. Set to open in 2020, this will be the world's first museum 

of its kind, depicting all of the atrocities of Asia-Pacific War history in a comprehensive fashion, in a 

way that furthers the values of justice, peace, and reconciliation, both for survivors of the past and for 

those who shape the historical narratives of the present and future.  

Exhibits will explore atrocities and events such as the Nanjing Massacre, "Comfort Women," Unit 731, 

forced labour and treatment of Asia-Pacific POWs, the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki in Japan, and North American Japanese Internment, all under one roof. Digital and 

interactive technology will provide experiential opportunities for students and other learners who 

want to fully explore the Pacific theatre of war. The Research Centre will accommodate the work 

done by our interns from across North America and around the world. 

  October 2017 

 

 

Architectural Designer David Lam’s conceptual rendering of the new museum. 

 The building is located at 1775 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto. 

http://asiapacificpeacemuseum.com/


 

“I hope we will be able to face the truth of the past. Without that, 

where is our hope?... We are creatures here for a little bit of time… 

whether we know it or not, we do love each other.” – Joy Kogawa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Check out this article in the Toronto Star! September 25, 2017, press conference at Regis College. 

Back (left to right): Alissa Wang, Gloria Kim, Michelle Kwong, Thomas 

Worcester, S.J. (President, Regis College), Scott Lewis, S.J. (Vice 

President and Dean, Regis College), Gerry Connelly, Dr. Joseph Wong. 

Front (left to right): Flora Chong, Joy Kogawa, Toronto Mayor John 

Tory, George MacDonnell (WWII Veteran). 

To make a donation to Asia-Pacific Peace Museum and 

Education Centre, please use one of the following methods: 

 

1. By cheque, payable to ALPHA Education: Mail to  

    85 Scarsdale Road, Suite 305, Toronto M3B 2R2 

 

2. Online: Go to our museum website   

http://www.AsiaPacificPeaceMuseum.com/support/ 

 

3. By phone: Call us at (+1) 416-299-0111 

https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/09/20/new-toronto-museum-offers-a-lens-into-the-second-world-war-in-asia.html
http://www.asiapacificpeacemuseum.com/support/


ASIA-PACIFIC PEACE MUSEUM AND EDUCATION CENTRE: FUNCTIONS 

Exhibition 

Our museum will offer a unique approach to the Asia-Pacific War, providing a comprehensive overview of 

the entire history of World War II in Asia. Permanent and rotating galleries will include displays covering the 

Nanjing Massacre, "Comfort Women," Unit 731, forced labour, treatment of POWs, the Bataan Death 

March, the Battle of Hong Kong, the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Atomic Bombs, and North American 

Japanese Internment, all under one roof. These exhibits will encourage connections to human rights issues 

in the present, with a focus on peace and reconciliation. 

Education 

The Education Centre will accommodate work 

done by interns from across North America and 

around the world. Digital and interactive 

technology will provide an experiential 

opportunity for high school students and other 

learners who want a comprehensive World War 

II education. As well, the space will include a 

sizeable theatre and workshop spaces, 

accommodating our work with students, 

teachers, and the community. This expanded 

space will also allow us to increase our existing 

internship programs, inviting more students from 

across North America and around the world to 

come study with ALPHA Education! 

Research and Resources 

The Education Centre will house our library collection, including hundreds of recent academic articles on 

issues around the Asia-Pacific War. As well, ALPHA Education’s Digital Archive Project will be incorporated 

into the Education Centre, featuring a wealth of primary documents from the war, which have been 

researched and annotated by students, interns, and professional researchers. If you have research 

experience (undergraduate or higher), and would like to contribute to this important facet of the 

museum, please submit a volunteer application form here.  

Commemoration 

With a comprehensive approach and expanded space, the Asia-Pacific Peace Museum and Education 

Centre is the ideal place for engaging our community through commemorative events. This space allows 

us to accommodate a large number of people, inviting them to come together to learn about the 

atrocities of the past, to keep the memories of survivors and victims alive, and to work as a community to 

establish authentic and lasting peace through reconciliatory efforts, facilitated by dialogue, exchange, 

and advocacy.  

http://www.alphaeducation.org/volunteer


On our calendar:  

Holocaust Education Week (November 2): In partnership with 

New College at the University of Toronto, ALPHA Education 

will contribute to the Holocaust Education Week 

programming focusing on the theme of “Pivotal Moments.” 

Our series of presentations will reflect on the legacy of the 

Pacific theatre of World War II, connecting pivotal moments of 

disclosure and denial of atrocities, and the opportunities for 

justice that still arise from this context, impacting both 

survivors of these atrocities and the contemporary geo-

political climate of East Asia. As well, our Unit 731 interns will 

discuss their recent trip to Harbin, connecting academic 

efforts to the ongoing search for justice for survivors. 

Please join us on Thursday, November 2, 2017, 12-2:00pm, at 

the William Doo Auditorium (45 Willcocks Street, University of 

Toronto, St. George Campus) for this free event. RSVP by 

email at info.alphaeducation.org, or by phone at 

416.299.0111. 

 

ALPHA Night Gala (November 12): Friends, we humbly invite you all to our annual fundraising dinner 

on Sunday, November 12th, 2017! It will be held at Le Parc Dining and Banquet Hall (8432 Leslie St, 

Thornhill, ON L3T 7M6), with reception beginning at 5:00pm followed by our program and dinner at 

6:00pm. 

Titled “Building for the Future,” our evening will explore the transformation of ALPHA’s vision and 

mission into a lived reality in the Asia-Pacific Peace Museum and Education Centre. This will be the 

first museum of its kind to provide a comprehensive and critical understanding of the Asia-Pacific War 

for educators, students, international and local communities. It is our hope that the building will serve 

as a towering symbol of peace and reconciliation. 

The night will feature presentations from ALPHA youth, silent/live auctions, musical performances, and 

much more! We hope to see you there! Click here to purchase tickets! 

 

http://www.alphaeducation.org/upcoming-events
http://www.alphaeducation.org/alpha-fundraising-dinner


Contact Us 

ALPHA Education 

85 Scarsdale Road, Suite 305 

Toronto, ON M3B 2R2 

416.299.0111 

info@alphaeducation.org 

www.alphaeducation.org  

www.asiapacificpeacemuseum.

com 

Tamaki Matsuoka Visit: Educator, author, and 

documentarian Tamaki Matsuoka will be visiting Toronto from 

November 29-December 4. Her work has been pivotal in 

documenting the atrocities that took place during the Nanjing 

Massacre, as she interviewed both Chinese survivors and 

Japanese veterans about the horrors wrought upon the city. 

We are honoured to host her visit, as she speaks at local high 

schools about her important work. 

 

 

 

In the news:  

Update: Motion 66 and Bill 79, Nanjing Massacre 

Commemorative Day: As a pragmatic move, 

particularly in anticipation of the upcoming 80th 

anniversary of the Nanjing Massacre, MPP Wong has 

opted to advance this legislation as a motion (Motion 

66). It is with great joy that we announce the passing 

of the Nanjing Massacre Commemorative Day as a 

motion before the Provincial Parliament! On October 

26th, more than 10 speakers, representing all three 

parties, voted unanimously to pass the motion. This 

day of commemoration will help keep history alive, 

more fully reflecting our province’s diversity by 

including Asian-Canadian history in our provincial 

commemorations.  

Though a motion does not have the same binding 

capacity as an act, it allows us to commemorate – in 

an official capacity – the upcoming 80th anniversary 

of the Nanjing Massacre. Passing a motion does not 

mean that the struggle to proclaim it an act has failed 

or ceased. That is a much longer and more drawn 

out effort, which MPP Wong has resolved to continue.   

 

Click here for Robert Benzie’s Toronto Star article on 

the unanimous vote! 

mailto:info@alphaeducation.org
http://www.alphaeducation.org/
http://www.asiapacificpeacemuseum.com/
http://www.asiapacificpeacemuseum.com/
https://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2017/10/27/mpps-unanimously-pass-motion-to-commemorate-victims-of-nanjing-massacre.html

