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Happy New Year message
Dear friends and supporters,

As 2013 is upon us this is a time for reflection on the year that has just come to a 
close and the creation of plans, resolutions and goals moving into the New Year. 
At Toronto ALPHA we have big ideas, and 2013 will be focused on continuing 
to put these ideas into action. We hope to deepen our engagement with youth 
through dialogues, conferences, summer programs and a volunteer orientation 
and mentoring program. We hope to strengthen our support for educators by 
providing new and cutting edge resources, and training workshops, to incorpo-
rate the forgotten history of WWII in Asia into the classroom. We hope to nurture 
our connection to the community with an accessible Resource Centre, ongoing 
public awareness events and cross-community collaborations. 

Importantly,  we are committed to continuing this work from a global human-
ity perspective; focusing on what we can and must learn from the past to move 
towards a more just and peaceful tomorrow. Please join us in 2013.

The ALPHA Team  

This lecture will deal with the issue of women and war, spe-
cifically looking at how women are treated under the Jap-
anese Military Sexual Slavery system. In cultures where 
women are generally regarded as inferior to men, they 
usually suffer the most harm during wartimes in terms 
of being casualties, dealing with sexual violence and con-
sequentially unwanted pregnancies, STIs, stigmatization, 
as well as dealing with discrimination and inequality after 
the war has ended. Topics covered will also include how 
women are represented in war and peace processes, and 
action that is being taken to prevent gender discrimina-
tion and sexual violence against women. Excerpts of the 
documentary Within Every Woman, which depicts the sto-
ries of three Japanese Military Sexual Slavery survivors 
after their traumatic experiences, will be shown. 

The ALPHA Youth Ambassador Board consists of engaged 
students, volunteers and young professionals. The board 
meets once a month to discuss current history and social 
justice issues, create mentorship opportunities and plan 
youth engagement initiatives such as the biannual Youth 
Dialogue. 

85  S c a r s da l e  Road  S u i t e  3 05 ,  No r t h  Yo r k ,  On t a r i o  M3B  2R2         1

‘Women and War’lecture as part 
of the Toronto Public Library 
Thought Exchange program! 

Location: Leaside Library, 165 McRae Drive 
(Bayview and Eglinton)
Date: Thursday January 17, 2013
Time: 2:00-3:30pm

Youth Ambassador Board 
inaugural meeting

Location: Yonge and Bloor - RSVP for exact  
address – sally.ding@torontoalpha.org
Date: Monday January 14, 2013
Time: 6:30-8:30pm
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Reflections

One of the most horrific atrocities committed in human history was the Nan-

king Massacre. During a six-week period beginning on December 13, 1937 

in Nanking, capital of China, the Japanese Imperial Army brutally raped, tor-

tured, and murdered more than 300,000 Chinese people. Seventy five years 

have elapsed since that time, yet this atrocity remains relatively obscure in 

public awareness, while the memories and legacies of this history continue 

to have a profound impact. In commemoration Toronto ALPHA hosted a va-

riety of programs to engage students, educators and the community.

The Path from Amnesia to Remembrance: 
The 75th  Anniversary of Nanking Massacre 

75th Anniversary of Nanking  Massacre Commemorative Events

A joint program between Toronto ALPHA, Facing 

History and Ourselves, and New College at the 

University of Toronto, the CBC’s Karin Well’s mod-

erated a thought-provoking panel discussion with 

novelist Joy Kogawa, educator Gerry Connelly, 

playwright Diana Tso, and Fran Sterling, Senior 

Research and Development Associate, Facing His-

tory. Together we explored how art and education 

can lay the foundation of peace, reconciliation 

and healing for the victims, their communities, 

and our global community.
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Holocaust Education 
Week Panel Discussion

Candlelight Vigil and 
Community Forum
On December 9th, 2012, a candlelight vigil and community 

forum was joined by Ms. Tamaki Matsuoka – a peace activ-

ist and film-maker from Japan and Mr. Chang Chu-Yeh – a 

Nanking Massacre survivor. The event was well attended by 

community leaders, educators, politicians, students, and over 

300 members of the public. Ms. Tamaki Matsuoka screened 

her documentary film “Torn Memories of Nanking,”featuring 

testimonials from Japanese veterans and Chinese survivors 

for the first time in Toronto.  
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Reflections

With the support of the Dufferin-Peel Catholic 
District School Board and Ontario Human Rights 
Commission we offered History meets Humanity, 
a 1 day conference for students and their teach-
ers to connect learning the history of WWII in 
Asia with understanding humanity through en-
gaging with educators, peace activists, survivors, 
and community leaders.  

Comments from student participants:
▶ “I like the way the ALPHA organization is really 
working hard to promote peace and love. Not only 
this, but how they are making us realize that we 
should not forget what happened in history.”

▶ The thing I liked best was… “Learning the actu-
al experiences and testimonies from people who 
went through that time.”

▶ The question I still have is… “Why can`t we 
change faster?”

▶ In the future I will… “Support the movement for 
justice and inform others.”
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City Proclamation 
& Photo Exhibition

History meets 
Humanity Student 
Conference

To raise public awareness of this 
tragic chapter of WWII in Asia, 
City Councillor (Rosedale-Centre) 
Kristyn Wong-Tam successfully 
moved the motion to proclaim De-
cember 13th the “Nanking Rec-
ognition Day” at the Toronto City 
Council, despite the Mayor’s initial 
opposition. With support from the 
office of Councillor Wong-Tam, a 
photo exhibition on WWII in Asia 
took place at the Toronto City Ro-
tunda from November 27th to 
December 2nd with authentic 
archives from museums in 
China and Korea.   

To learn more about the Nanking Massacre click 
here to listen to Toronto ALPHA Founder and Chair 
of the Board, Dr. Joseph Wong, interviewed on the 
CBC Sunday Edition with Michael Enright
Link: http://www.cbc.ca/thesundayedition/shows/2012/12/09/joseph-wong-on-the-
rape-of-nanking-hr-3/
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Suzie Lee, grade 10 student and volunteer at Toronto ALPHA: 
“Volunteering at ALPHA is very enjoyable. ALPHA is not only trying to promote peace and 
reconciliation based on conflicts of the past, but is working on promoting awareness to a 
wider audience to make a better future based on what is learnt from history. I’ve wanted 
to gain more knowledge and let other people know about this topic as well, and volunteer-
ing at ALPHA is helping me to do that. Being a Korean-Canadian, although born in Korea, I 
lived in Canada all my life and was not aware of anything that happened in Korea’s history. 
Through volunteering here, I have been able to experience many events and help in the 
process which is really encouraging me to think bigger. Volunteering here also gives me an 
opportunity to meet new people where I am able to see more opinions and ideas. In the 
end, I realize that every person really does make a difference after seeing all the people 
here who work together in order to achieve one goal.”

Join us

Call for volunteers Call for testimonials

Volunteer 

Voices

Thank you for supporting the 2012 
Fundraising Dinner– Building Hope

This year’s fundraising dinner started with vibrant 
youth entertainers. Our returned emcees then led 
over 500 audience members through the program 
with ease. The encouragement and support for AL-
PHA were displayed by speakers and school boards 
throughout the evening. The highlight was the video 
that featured ALPHA youth volunteers and Human-
iTEAM participants. Their passion and dedication 
touched everyone’s hearts and left everyone with 
much appreciation of ALPHA’s effort to build hope for 
coming years. Thank you!

Are you an avid reader? Student or retiree, living in 
Canada or abroad, Toronto ALPHA is calling all those 
who love reading to volunteer 8-10 hours to review 
materials for educators, students and the general 
public. For more detailed information 
contact sarah.bleiwas@torontoalpha.org

Are you a survivor of World War II in Asia? Do you 
have friends or relatives who experienced this war? 
Eyewitness accounts unite personal experience with 
history in a way that is extraordinary in power when 
shared with youth and students. We welcome individ-
uals to meet with us and share their personal testimo-
nies via text or video. For more detailed information 
contact sarah.bleiwas@torontoalpha.org
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