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With beliefs in truth, justice, 
peace & reconciliation, the mis-
sion of Toronto ALPHA is to 
foster racial harmony through 
knowledge and understanding. 
Our mandate is to promote pub-
lic awareness and to preserve 
the history of WWII atrocities 
in Asia through education.  As 
humanity transcends ethnicity 
and national boundaries, young 
generations should be empow-
ered to pursue peace and social 
justice as global citizens.
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To the members and extended family of Toronto ALPHA: 

Welcome to the first edition of the Toronto ALPHA Newsletter. We hope this news-
letter would serve as a platform where knowledge, insights, ideas and information 
about Asian WWII history could be shared; we will keep you updated of the 
current events and projects driven by ALPHA in this newsletter. 

Year 2010 was another eventful and fruitful year for Toronto ALPHA. One of 
the significant projects we organized was the Education and Youth Conference 
held in late September and early October. With the leadership of the organizing 
committee which comprised of committed educators and the dedication of more 
than 100 volunteers, the conference received very positive and encouraging 
feedback from the speakers, participants and volunteers. Please continue to read 
on for more description of the conference.

We are really delighted to see the involvement of more young volunteers at 
our events and it is hoped that the young generations around the world will 
take up the torch to strive for justice, peace and reconciliation. 

We are grateful to have your support and partnership in the past years and 
hope that you would continue to walk on this journey with us. If you want 
to know more about us, our current projects and upcoming events, or look 
for more educational resources, please visit our newly reconstructed website 
www.torontoalpha.org.
We wish you a New Year blessed with peace, joy and love. 
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What is the study tour about?

A comprehensive 2-week study tour geared for educators to China and South 
Korea.

Participants will learn the historical and cultural backgrounds of China, Korea 
and Japan during the three mandatory pre-tour meetings. On the tour, they 
will visit museums and historical sites, meet with scholars, historians, activists 
and survivors of Asian WWII atrocities. Group debriefing and tour concluding 
sessions will be conducted along with the learning.

More than half of tour costs of accepted applicants are sponsored by Toronto 
ALPHA.

Visit www.torontoalpha.org or www.alphaeducation.org for more Study Tour 
information and to view the Study Tour videos.

What are the expectations from the participants?

Participants will be given a list of required readings in the lead-up to the tour. 
There will also be three compulsory preparation sessions prior to travel. 

Participating educators will share their study tour observations and experiences 
with their students and colleagues, with an aim to foster social responsibility and 
global citizenship.

Why is it an important education initiative?

The experiences of learning history at places where it happened and witnessing 
the testimonials of survivors deepen and broaden the participants’ knowledge 
and understanding of WWII atrocities in Asia. We trust that such experiences 
will inspire teachers to commit in sharing such experiences to their students. 

Where are the visiting cities?

Cities to be visited in China will tentatively include Beijing, Nanjing, Harbin 
and Shanghai. Apart from China, the group will also visit Seoul, Korea to learn 
about “Comfort Women” issue and to meet with the Korean grandmas.  

When:

Tour Dates: July 13 (leaving Toronto) to July 28, 2011 (leaving Seoul)
Interview: March 20th, 2010
Mandatory Pre-Tour Preparation Sessions: May 1st, June 5th, July 3rd 

How to apply:

Email info@torontoalpha.org or call 416-222-5742 for more information and 
application details.

Application form can be downloaded from www.torontoalpha.org.

Reflections of 
2009 Participants

I am amazed by the power of 
the human spirit. It can lead 
man to commit horrendous 
atrocities, but also give us 
the strength to endure them... 
Here before me is a spirit that 
has survived and endured. 
As her tears flowed, I won-
der if that old adage “time 
heals all wounds” is true in 
her case... Strength radiates 
from her frail body; a strength 
not grounded in the physical, 
but one that nurtures and pre-
served us.

- Andrew Cresswell
Ontario

I was deeply touched by 
Grandmother Ha’s story of 
her capture by the Japanese 
in 1944 and her transporta-
tion from Korea to a comfort 
station in Shanghai. Her fate is 
a message that I will share with 
the seventeen year olds I will 
teach this coming school year.

- Hope Knudsen
Alberta

Participants at the “Comfort 
Station” in Shanghai

Debriefing discussion in small 
groups
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This 2-day international conference organized by Toronto ALPHA 
and sponsored by ALPHA Educational Fund was held at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) 
on October 1 & 2, 2010.  It was co-sponsored by the University of 
Toronto, York University and 5 different school boards in Ontario.  
Geared for educators and students across Canada, a delegation 
comprising of survivors, academics, historians, educators and 
peace activists from China, Korea, Japan, and North America 

were invited to speak at the conference. Their sharing and insights provided the 
participants a rare opportunity to learn about this history from balanced historical 
and educational perspectives. Over 300 Canadian educators attended the confer-
ence.

The keynote speech was delivered by Professor Mark Selden from Connell 
University on “The Asia-Pacific War: Its Origins, Consequences, and Legacies 
for Our Time.” His provocative insights brought out the key role of the US 
government alongside the Japanese denial. While he did not minimize the 
responsibility of the Japanese government, Professor Selden did not under-
mine the impact of the political agenda of other nations, primarily the US during 
and after the war; such global vision had helped set the tone of the conference 
and his speech started the fully packed conference programs that followed.

For more information about the conference, please visit: 
www.torontoalphaconference.org 

Highlights

Commended on the overall conference experience, participants were impressed 
by the high caliber scholarship and quality of the speakers. Simultaneous trans-
lations aided in the flow of the conference. As one participant remarked, it 
helped make her “feel a part of something truly international”.

Apart from plenary sessions, participants were able to choose 2 of the10 
different workshops conducted by different renowned speakers covering a 
wide spectrum of issues and topics. It was an extremely emotional moment 
to see a Canadian POW survivor Mr. George MacDonnell, who fought in HK 
during WWII and the Japanese veteran Mr. Torkuro Inokuma, who took part 
in the invasion of China and was captured as a POW in Russia after the war, 
sharing their sides of story on the same panel.

The reading of Red Snow, a play written by Diana Tso about the love story 
between a young Chinese woman and a young Japanese man, and about 
healing and redemption, was another highlight of the program. Two films 
made respectively by a young Japanese director Akiko Izumitani and a Japanese 
peace activist and researcher Tamaki Matsuoka were also screened during 
the conference.

Another highlight was the photo exhibition with exhibits loaned by museums 
and NGOs from China, Korea and Japan. 72 panels of exhibits were displayed 
at Metro Hall, Scarborough Civic Centre as well as OISE library for two weeks.

“Forgotten Voices;Living History” 
International Conference for Educators 

on the History of WWII in Asia

Feedback
Words can’t express the im-
pact of the conference on our 
minds and our hearts.  The 
knowledge and the stories of 
survivors, international schol-
ars, filmmakers, advocates 
and authors will never be for-
gotten. It empowers us to take 
action to deepen the under-
standing of this important part 
of history that is neglected in 
our curriculum.  My heartfelt 
thanks to you and your team.

I have attended hundreds of 
conferences in my lifetime and 
this was the most powerful, in-
formative, well-organized and 
transformational event I have 
ever experienced.  I am look-
ing forward to spreading the 
knowledge and stories told at 
this conference to all students 
and teachers.

- Gerry Connelly
Conference Co-Chair  

Board of Director
Toronto ALPHA

Grandma Gil, Mee Hyang Youn 
and Erna Paris as Panelists

I was truly impressed by the 
conference, not only for the 
programs, presenters and at-
tendees but all those volun-
teers! It made my heart warm 
to see all those young people, 
so eager to help. Never seen 
anything like that and I did get 
around many conferences!

- Dr. Dai-Sil Kim-Gibson 
Independent filmmaker/writer
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Resources

Participants were provided with resources produced by Toronto ALPHA and from 
the Hong Kong Veterans Commemorative Association who kindly donated the 
“Battle of Hong Kong Multi-Media Presentation” CDs for all conference participants.

The Future

The the very positive and encouraging responses and feedback from our 
presenters, participants and volunteers have given us renewed hope that this 
history will not be forgotten. Many have pledged to shoulder responsibility 
for future actions.  Conversations are already starting in different pockets of 
the educator community with the growing awareness after the conference. As 
remarked by Gerry Connelly, former Director of TDSB and one of the co-chairs 
of the conference, “the stories and life experiences are so powerful that they’re 
going to transform the way teachers think about teaching WWII and teaching 
history”. Participants, volunteers and speakers alike, with their knowledge, 
passion and commitment, will continue to transform the teaching of history in 
Canada and the world.

The closing remarks made by Joy Kogawa, a renowned Canadian writer of 
Japanese descent, was both emotional and inspirational. After attending the 
entire conference, she felt that the conference venue was a “room full of people 
who seek the truth, who tell the truth, who love the truth and are not afraid of it 
and that is the power that will win”. Yes, truth will prevail through all those who 
love the truth, regardless of our ethnicity and national boundaries. 

The conference had every-
thing: scholarship, testimoni-
als from courageous individu-
als, your moving commitment 
to humanism, human rights 
and internationalism, multi-
language translations, impor-
tant documentaries all fur-
thered our understanding of 
the WWII issues in Asia.

-  Erna Paris
Canadian Author

I now feel like I totally under-
stand what I should do as a 
part of the young Japanese 
generation.

- Naoko Jin
Founder of “Bridge for Peace”

Speakers and participants at the 
conference

I think that one of the most 
powerful images I saw was 
when there were four differ-
ent speakers on the stage, 
representing the US, Korea, 
Japan and China.  I thought, 
“wow, if reconciliation is 
ever going to happen, it will 
happen here first.”

- Emily Grant, Educator from 
British Colombia 

The quality of the speakers 
and the range of sessions 
were truly remarkable and 
provided such valuable mate-
rial for teachers of history and 
others interested in multiple 
perspectives on World War 
Two.

- Rosemary Evans, Head of 
Academics, Branksome Hall

Mr.Inokuma (Japan), Attorney Kang (China), 
Dr. Dai-Sil Kim-Gibson (U.S.) and George 
MacDonell (Canada) speaking on the same 
panel at the conference.

Grandma Gil looking at her own portrait at 
the Photo Exhibition
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“Show me, I’ll remember; involve me, I’ll understand” – this is the motto of the 
first ALPHA Youth Conference organized in partnership with the Toronto District 
School Board (TDSB). Over 220 grade 11-12 students and their teachers from 
8 different schools came to encounter the history of WWII in Asia through film 
viewing: Iris Chang – the Rape of Nanking, survivor testimonies, speeches, and 
workshops.  The complete dedication of the Youth Conference Coordinator Katy 
Whitfield and all volunteers involved had made the conference an overwhelming 
success and unforgettable experience for all participants. We sincerely appreci-
ate the unconditional support from Central Commerce Collegiate to offer the 
venue and the uplifting spirit of their New Comer’s Student Leader Group 
ambassador team.  

Student participants were engaged completely in this learning experience.  
Workshop facilitators and presenters alike shared their knowledge and 
experiences in social justice, while the live testimonials of the 2 survivors 
had touched the students deeply.  Students benefited greatly from facilitated 
workshops on: the use of art therapy; the impact of audio-visual tools in bring-
ing the stories of survivors to life; the ways in which we can stand up and take 
action on social injustice; facts and lasting effects of chemical and biological 
warfare.

Highlights
One of the highlights of the conference was the very touching moment when 
all student participants gave Grandma Gil Won-Ok a standing ovation after her 
testimony.  It was so powerful that many students felt indebted and wanted to 
do something to pass on her story.  There were tears in many eyes. Having the 
opportunity to hear from George MacDonell, a Canadian veteran and former 
Prisoner of War (POW) and Ippei Murayama, a Japanese researcher and 
volunteer at the House of Sharing in South Korea, was inspiring in perceiving 
war and reconciliation.  The students appreciated the opportunity to connect 
with and speak to these three special guests.

Thanks to the workshop facilitators who volunteered their time to share their 
expertise and experiences as film director, actress and educators. The students 
created some incredible poetry, artwork, wrote some heartfelt monologues and 
suggested some actions they could take on these issues.   Many of the students 
shared their thoughts on the “Wall of Thanks” to Grandma Gil and George 
MacDonell.

Future
With the success and ongoing 
demand from the teachers, 
this pilot project will be used to 
model ALPHA events of similar 
nature. We hoped that similar 
youth conferences would be 
organized again in 2011.

Youth Conference

Wall mural message dedicated 
to Grandma Gil 

Grandma Gil giving her testi-
mony and Judy Cho as inter-
preter at Youth Conference

Students engaged in one of 
the many workshops 

Students enraptured by 
Grandma Gil’s testimony

Volunteers at Youth Conference
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This opportunity was one of 
the best things happened to 
me as I look at the impor-
tance of education and what 
it is like to be the bridge for 
the next generation.

- Kai Hirata
Volunteer for Ambassador 

team

It touched me so much: not 
only because of the words 
from the survivors, but also 
from the enthusiasm of all the 
organizers and volunteers.

- Magnolia Ma
 Volunteer for Registration 

team

Thank you volunteers!
In appreciation of all ALPHA volunteers, especially those who helped make the 
Youth Conference, Educator Conference and Fundraising Dinner such a success, 
a volunteer gathering was held on November 7, 2010.

Over 50 volunteers had the opportunity to mingle with each other, share their stories 
and learn more about ALPHA’s mission. Through games, heartfelt sharing, singing 
and having a delicious meal together, the volunteers, both young and the young at 
heart felt so closely connected with a simple belief in justice and peace. The room 
was filled with laughter and vibrant energy, but we saw tears in many people’s eyes 
after the showing of one of the study tour videos. 

The conference video reminded our volunteers that they had indeed been a part of 
the history-making: the Educator Conference on Asian WWII atrocities was the first 
ever of its kind that we are aware of.  

After more than 5 hours of fun and sharing time, it seems that a lot of the volunteers 
were still unwilling to leave. Almost all of them signed up as ALPHA members and 
volunteers and before they left, each of them was presented with a Volunteer Ser-
vice Certificate as a memorabilia of their experiences and contributions.

Volunteer Appreciation Day

Group Photo of Volunteers at the Volunteer Appreciation Day

Volunteers at the Conference

Call for 
Volunteers!

We are looking for volunteers 
who are willing to offer their 
time and expertise in the fol-
lowing areas:

Graphic design
Website maintenance
Translation: 
 English/Chinese
 Korean/Japanese
Photo/Video Archive

Call for Articles and Research Papers!
If you want to share your articles and research papers relating to the following 
issues with the focus on Asian World War II atrocities with us, please send to 
info@torontoalpha.org. There will be a chance that your article or research 
paper will win our award by the end of the year once accepted and published 
on our newsletter or other publications.

· Social justice
· Humanity studies
· Peace and reconciliation 
· Conflict resolution 

*Please email info@torontoalpha.org if you wish to unsubscribe this publication.

Newsletter Editorial

Flora Chong      Clara Wong

Graphic Design

Mary He             Eric Cheng




