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THE PATH FROM AMNESIA TO MEMORY: 75 YEARS AFTER 
THE NANKING MASSACRE

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Nanking Massacre, when 
the Japanese army brutally raped, tortured, and murdered more than 
300,000 Chinese people. While horrific in intensity and scale, the 
event remains relatively obscure in public awareness. Where does 
the responsibility for awareness lie? How can collective memory be 
created? 
With an introduction by Joy Kogawa the CBC’s Michael Enright 
will moderate a panel on how art and education lay the foundation of 
peace, reconciliation and healing for the victims, their communities, 
and our global community.

Brought to you by Toronto Association for Learning and Preserving the History of World 
War II in Asia, Facing History and Ourselves, and New College at University of Toronto

ALPHA Hosts Annual Fundraising Dinner; November 4, 2012.

Run or Walk with ALPHA! Help Build Hope

Email: scotiawalk@torontoalpha.org
Phone: 416-299-0111
Register Online: http://eventsonline.ca/events/crs_scotia

Join us or support ALPHA in the Scotiabank Toronto 
Waterfront Marathon on Sunday, October 14, 2012.

Monday, 5 November | 7:30 pm | William Doo Auditorium | New 
College University of Toronto | 45 Willcocks Street | 416–901–3831
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Reflections  |  2012 LAW INTERNS

I was motivated to research forced labour 
claims against Japanese corporations 
because of the unsettled nature of the 
effort to seek redress, the importance of 
corporate liability, and the complicated 
legal issues involved. During my time in 
China, South Korea, and Japan working 
with the experts involved in this litigation, 
I learned a great deal about the difficult 

Law Interns Reflect on Research, say there is 
Hope for Justice

My topic of research for my internship project with Toronto ALPHA is the legal liability 
of the Japanese government in researching and using biochemical weapons during WWII 
and in conducting lethal human experimentation. Due to the involvement of multiple 
countries during WWII in Asia, the internship involves travelling to four countries 
including the U.S., China, South Korea and Japan in a period of 10 weeks. Moreover, the 
complex nature of this topic requires a multidisciplinary approach to finding a solution for 
the victims who have been denied legal redress in Japanese courts. 

My feeling for the current situation in terms of pursuing legal claims in Japan is that most 
doors have been closed by judgments released by the Japanese Supreme Court. However, 
there is still hope because both lower and higher courts have recognized the atrocities as 
facts, and a number of cases actually won at the lower courts. During my stay in Harbin, 
I chatted with victims and their families of biochemical weapons, their stories are moving 
and painful to hear, but they are all tough people and still fighting against the odds. More 
importantly, meeting the leading Japanese lawyers involved in the Unit 731 lawsuits 
inspired me to continue pursing rights and justice for the voiceless.

- Cicie Deng 

obstacles facing forced labour victims even 
when the facts are not in dispute, as well as 
the tremendous resolve and persistence of 
those fighting on their behalf to try to find 
a just reconciliation. It was inspirational to 
see so many upstanding members of the 
legal community dedicating themselves 
to this cause even when there has been 
decades of frustration and setbacks in the 
courtroom.

Although it seems future litigation in Japan 
is unlikely due to the 2007 Supreme Court 
decision finding individuals do not have the 
right to seek compensation, I have learned 
there are still glimmers of hope. In South 
Korea, their courts have handed down a 
verdict in favour of forced labour just a few 
months earlier, finding multiple Japanese 
corporations are responsible for paying 
damages, as well as the South Korean 
government has a responsibility to take 
action. There also remains a possibility 
that China could be a viable jurisdiction to 
hear claims in the near future as well. Both 
of these developments are encouraging 
and can hopefully lead to a settlement 
or diplomatic solution that the victims 
of forced labour can feel provides an 
appropriate remedy. 

- Glenn Brandys

Canada ALPHA Educational Fund is 
pleased to announce that we have re-
ceived many exceptional applications 
for the Jack Layton Memorial Schol-
arship from post-graduate students 
all over the world. The Jack Layton 
Memorial Scholarship Committee has 
gladly chosen Ms. Sachiyo Tsuka-
moto as the recipient for the 2012 Jack 
Layton Memorial Scholarship.

Ms. Sachiyo Tsukamoto is going to 
pursue her PHD studies at the Uni-
versity of Notthingham (UK) with 
the proposed research topic “Trans-
national Activism and Networks of 
Collective Memory on the ’Comfort 
Women’ Issue”.  

Mr. Layton had rendered his 
tremendous support to the passing of 
Canadian Parliamentary motion on 
“Japanese Military Sexual Slavery” 
in 2007, showing his values of love, 
hope and optimism. Ms. Tsukamoto 
has been advocating for redress for the 
“Japanese Military Sexual Slavery” 
survivors during WWII in Asia, and 
her research mirrors social justice and 
human virtue values of Jack Layton.
Please join us in congratulating 
Ms. Tsukamoto for her passion on 
social justice, and being the first 
recipient of the Jack Layton Memorial 
Scholarship.  

2012 JACK LAYTON 
Memorial Scholarship Winner 
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On July 6th, a group of 30 educa-
tors, scholars and professionals from 
Canada, US, Europe and Asia arrived 
Shanghai to start the 15-day Peace 
and Reconciliation Study Tour led by 
Toronto ALPHA. Aside from stops in 
Shanghai, Nanjing, Harbin and Seoul, 

for the first time 
ever, the Study 
Tour itinerary 
included Hong 
Kong to allow 
the participants 
to commemo-
rate the fallen 
Canadian sol-
diers during the 
Battle of Hong 
Kong.

Reflections  |  ALPHA STUDY TOUR

2012 Toronto ALPHA Peace and Reconciliation Study Tour

I allow the building to draw me in. I 
give over to the experience. For two 
hours I open my heart and mind to the 
unfathomable horrors of the senseless 
massacre of the people of Nanjing. The 
mathematics of war don’t compute in 
any kind of rational way:  I read 200, 000 
soldiers; 100, 000 officers and soldiers; 
65 raids; 90 air raft; 100,000 stitches on 
a belt; 300,000 victims; 12 seconds- I 
keep recording numbers as if some kind 
of mathematical equation might add up 
to some kind of sense, but of course 
there is no sense to mindless slaughter.  
There is no formula; no equation; no 
measure of man’s inhumanity to man. 
I abandon the numbers and look to the 
stories; the words and images of lives 
lived and lost.

Before us was an old, frail man and it 
was hard to imagine that he could be 
the perpetrator of the crimes against 
humanity that he was admitting to.  I 
thought that Mr. Kondo was brave for 
telling the truth after all these years 
of silence.  He was also courageous 
because Japanese nationalists could 
make his life or his family’s life quite 
difficult.  I wondered as he told us of 
the murders he committed against 
the Chinese people in WWII, how he 
could have kept these horrific stories 
to himself for this long without having 
them eat him up.  

The unnerved feelings that I have stem 
from my piqued scientific curiosity. I 
found myself lingering at the exhibits 
displaying reports G, Q and A which 
detailed the discoveries made by the 
Japanese doctors of the effects of 
anthrax, tuberculosis and the plague 
on the human body. I was fascinated 
by the detailed cellular diagrams, the 
thorough analysis of organ damage 
and the scientific conclusions of these 
doctors. I wanted to learn more, which 
is why I am feeling a little disturbed.  I 
had to remind myself that these doctors 
did not use moral and ethical methods 
in their research. I need to remember 
that they kidnapped children, dusted 
farmers’ fields with anthrax, dropped 
pathogen filled bombs on test subjects, 
and performed numerous other 
atrocities. I must remember that there is 
no justification for what they did, even 
if their discoveries led to modern day 
cures and conveniences.

July JulyJuly July 11th, 2012
Nanjing, China 

July 17th, 2012 
Seoul, Korea

July 14th, 2012
Harbin, China
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Update  |  HumaniTEAM and Youth Dialogue

This August, 12 high school students 
joined us at ALPHA for HumaniTEAM, 
a week long summer program. Each 
day we learnt from the past, exploring 
the history of World War II in Asia by 
hearing the voices of survivors and 
meeting with community activists who 
are working for peace today. From 
the history we drew connections to 
understand social justice issues that are 
facing our world today – we explored 
topics like prejudice, discrimination, 
conflict, war, human rights, peace, and 
poverty.

“I learnt that change is possible and 
there are many others with the same 
dream of what humanity means.”

“I know much more about what is 
happening around the world. Not all 
people have human rights and peace 
isn’t everywhere.”

“I feel like I learnt the emotional side 
of war, not just knowledge about it.”

“Now I will do more reflection and 
critical thinking on myself, others, and 
the world.”

Recapping HumaniTEAM

In search of SHARED IDENTITY through FOOD and LANGUAGE

Participants reflected on their own 
identity and values -- discovering who 
they are, and making decisions about 
who they would like to become in the 
future. Working alongside passionate 
mentors, facilitators and community 
leaders, participants developed the 
ability to think critically, reflect 
ethically, and ultimately to take action 
and be an upstander on behalf of all of 
humanity. High school students – stay 
tuned and register for HumaniTEAM 
2013!

Join Toronto ALPHA for the upcoming youth dialogue event, and engage 
with youth ambassadors from Chinese, Korean, Japanese communities in 
an inter-cultural dialogue through food and language. Guest speakers will 
deliver talks on culinary art of East Asia and on the linguistic roots of 
Asian languages. Participants will take part in food making and tasting to 
explore their own identity and historical past.

Save the Date!

Saturday October 6, 2012 
11:00am - 2:00pm

North York Civic Center, Member’s Lounge
5100 Yonge Street
North York, ON

Register by email: youthdialogue@torontoalpha.org
$5 admission fee includes food ingredients and cooking supplies!

in search of 
SHARED IDENTITY 

through 
FOOD and LANGUAGE

YOUTH DIALOGUE 
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Announcements  |  ALPHA 

When you belong to the ALPHA Peace 
Club, you are effectively promoting 
education for humanity in North 
America and beyond. Join our growing 
peace force of almost 3,000 committed 
supporters who foster values of 
humanity, justice, and peace as global 
citizens.  

ALPHA PEACE CLUB 
MONTHLY GIVING 

PROGRAM

Our 2012 Intern Blurbs ...

Save the Date!

“Working as the Archive and Resource Centre Assistant for Toronto 
ALPHA has been very fulfilling in a number of ways. I have been 
able to apply my academic knowledge and previous work and 
volunteer experiences while simultaneously learning new skills and 
improving upon my awareness as a global citizen.”  

Nicole Matityahu
Master of Information & Museum Studies, University of Toronto

“During the internship in Toronto ALPHA, I learnt more about the 
Yasukuni Shrine controversy and Japanese Shintoism, which 
encouraged my future study in political science. I appreciate 
ALPHA’s effort in pursuing peace, truth and social justice through 
education, as well as the chance offered by HKU of taking 
internship in this wonderful organization.” 

Sophia Xu
University of Hong Kong

“Working on the HumaniTEAM program as the Youth Leadership 
Program Assistant was such an amazing experience for me. I was 
able to apply my education in sociology, and I learned more about 
the world, other people, and myself. It was great witnessing the 
growth of the participants in HumaniTEAM.”

Camille Talag
Sociology Student, York University

“I value my internship experience at Toronto ALPHA. I met socially-
passionate staff members, youth participants and scholars. From 
conducting research about ALPHA’s impact on youth, I learned 
about how efforts can make positive change in individuals and the 
community at large. The two-month internship has been absolutely 
fruitful and rewarding”.

Fan Ka Yu Kinsey
Sociology Student, University of Hong Kong

Toronto ALPHA 75th Anniversary Commemorative Event of Nanking Massacre 
December 11th, 2012 
Toronto, ON

Student conference, photo exhibition, movie screening, and community forum to follow. 
For information, please check back on torontoalpha.org

By choosing to give monthly, you 
are out there on the front line with us 
working hard to ensure the tragic events 
that took place between 1931 and 1945 
in Asia are not forgotten. This history 
compels ALPHA to share the heroic 
narratives and survivor testimonies to 
the world, handing the torch to youth 
to lead the way to peace. Empower 
youth to become leaders for humanity, 
encourage educators to deliver this 
history at the secondary and post-
secondary level, and provide a channel 
for survivors to share their story.

Become a member today – join us as we 
build hope across generations, cultures, 
and communities!

To learn more, 
contact our administrator at:

info@torontoalpha.org or 
416-299-0111
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GOSKEY, CHRISTINE JACKSON, WENDY LAM, NICOLE MATITYAHU, DAHLIA PALMER, CAMILLE TALAG, SOPHIA XU.


