
Mandate
Toronto ALPHA promotes public 
awareness and preserves the 
history of WWII atrocities in 
Asia. We seek racial harmony 
through knowledge and 
understanding of truth, 
justice, peace and reconciliation. 

Toronto ALPHA believes that 
humanity transcends ethnic-
ity and national boundaries. 
As such, young generations 
must be empowered to pur-
sue peace and social justice 
as global citizens.
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On March 26, Toronto ALPHA was authorized by 
Mr. Reginald Bulled to publish his memoirs as 
a British soldier held as a Japanese POW from 
1942-1945.

Reginald was first conscripted into the Royal 
Corps of Signals in 1941, after which he was 
immediately sent to defend Singapore from 
the Japanese Imperial Army. After his 
capture he was held for 4 years in various 
POW internments with other Allied soldiers, 
forced to labour on loading docks and rail-
ways as others succumbed to tropical dis-
eases and malnutrition.

The silence around the Pacific Theatre POW 
experience made it difficult for survivors to 
reintegrate after returning. Only since writing 
these memoirs has Reginald found closure on 
the years of physical and emotional scars that 

       last until today.
 
In his words, “I…try [to] put down...firmly the atrocities and brutal treatment I and 
many thousands of others suffered at the hands of the Japanese during World 
War II in the prisoner-of-war camps…they are memories that will not go away and 
many of the incidents written here are still as vivid in my mind as they were when 
they actually occurred.”

In the coming months, Toronto ALPHA hopes to incorporate Reginald’s memoirs 
into our educational materials.

--- Eric Cheng

Since 1957, Mr. Bulled has resided in 
Canada. Read more about his story at 
the Ontar io  Veteran Communit y
Archive, www.ontarioveteranarchive.ca

Mr. Reginald Bulled’s Memoirs
Former British soldier and POW Shares his Story
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On May 15, 2011, Dr. Ying-Ying Chang, mother of Iris Chang, published memoirs of her 
daughter’s life, The Woman Who Could Not Forget: Iris Chang Before and Beyond The 
Rape of Nanking. To promote her book, Toronto ALPHA worked with Edmonton ALPHA and 
BC ALPHA to organize a cross-Canada book tour.

Accompanied by her husband Dr. Shau-Jin Chang, Dr. Ying-Ying Chang presented The 
Woman Who Could Not Forget at various venues across the GTA, beginning with a 
welcome dinner on May 24 at The Mandarin Golf & Country Club, followed by book read-
ings and free screenings of the docudrama Iris Chang: The Rape of Nanking at Chapters-
Indigo Bay & Bloor, the Scarborough Civic Centre Council Chambers, the Toronto Public 
Library Fairview Branch, and Yee Hong Centre for Geriatric Care (Mississauga) to a total 
audience of 400.

Between press interviews and appointments, Dr. Chang also spoke to a total of 250 
students at four Toronto high schools about The Power of One and Iris’ journey from a struggling author to 
international celebrity. The audience was extremely moved by the deep mother-daughter relationship that 
Ying-Ying shared through her speech and the publication of Iris’ memoirs.

In the words of Jeff Leung, Editor-in-Chief of Asianwave Magazine, “As she continues to grapple with the 
unanswered questions to the meaning of life, Ying-Ying speaks from a place of hope as she continues the 
work that Iris began...more so, she speaks from a place of peace, knowing that her daughter lived with 
purpose.”                     --- Eric Cheng

The Woman Who Could Not Forget Book Tour
Dr.Ying-Ying Chang in Toronto May 23-28

Dr. Joseph Wong introducing Dr. Ying-Ying Chang at
Chapter-Indigo Bay and Bloor on May 26

Dr. Ying-Ying Chang presents her book to students at Danforth 
Collegiate and Technical Institute on May 27

Toronto ALPHA Press Conference on May 24 at the Scarborough-Finch Yee Hong Centre
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Youth Dialogue: 
A Reflection on the Recent Disaster in Japan

On May 5, 2011, Toronto ALPHA and Toronto Article 9 jointly launched the first Joint Communities’ Youth Dialogue 
with support from the Centre for Women’s Studies in Education, at OISE/UT. 

The dialogue united already-active youth leaders, ranging from first-year university volunteers to established 
entrepreneurs and activists of Japanese, Korean, Chinese and Canadian descent. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for participants of various Asian communities to openly share the personal impact of the recent disasters in Japan, 
as well as the responses they saw from their family and communities including relief work for the disasters.

Putting aside the unresolved historical conflicts, many people have demonstrated compassion, sympathy and 
support in the wake of the Tohoku earthquake, especially towards the Japanese people.  “Humanity should 
transcend ethnicity and any national boundaries” said Flora Chong in her closing remarks.

For many, it was also their first chance to understand the ongoing struggle to reconcile the shared history of WWII 
in the Asia-Pacific. It is only through continuous open dialogue and communication that a true cross-cultural and 
inter-generational understanding can be established.
 
The evening began with a live guitar performance by Yusuke Tanaka, editor of the Japanese newspaper Nikkei Voice, 
followed by Article 9 activist Koko Kikuchi, who led a brief moment of silence to commemorate the 14,755 deceased 
and10,706 missing in Japan.
 
Following this success, Toronto ALPHA and Article 9 will continue to work together to create a monthly forum for 
youth dialogue and cultural exchange. The second workshop was conducted on June 25, 6:00pm at OISE/UT.

--- Tanya Mok

If interested in participating in the 4th workshop on August 19, please register your full name, email & telephone, and any 
organizational affiliations (i.e. school or NGO) to info@torontoalpha.org.

Toronto Article 9 member Koko Kikuchi leading a silent 
prayer for victims of the March 11 Japanese earthquake.
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Red Snow by Diana Tso
Red Snow is a new Canadian play, inspired by survivors of the 1937 Nanjing Massacre. The 
story raises a collective voice through culture, history and memory. A woman’s recurring 
nightmare of her grandparents’ favourite Chinese opera drives her search for their forgotten 
story. On her journey she falls in love with a man who is connected to the same forgotten 
holocaust. When their journeys collide, why must they struggle to reconcile the past with the 
present?

As the playwright of Red Snow and first time producer, this fourteen year 
journey has been extremely challenging; from being alone with my tears heavy with the horrors 
of holocaust to the heartfelt joys of being embraced by our supporters. I realize now that it takes 
a community to raise a story. Toronto ALPHA has become my wings in carrying this story forward 
on an important journey.

I am thrilled that our Red Snow director Beatriz Pizano is participating in Toronto ALPHA’s 2011 
Study Tour to China and Korea, which will deepen our artistic vision, and enrich her own 
journey for social change. We have allocated six performances high school and university 
students, each of which will be followed by hands-on workshops designed to empower their 
collective voices through theatre, music and movement.

The world premiere of Red Snow will be presented at Theatre Passe Muraille from January 12-28, 2012. For more 
information, visit www.redsnowcollective.ca | www.passemuraille.on.ca

Red Snow is produced in association with Toronto ALPHA, and sponsored by the Canada ALPHA Education Fund. Diana is an artist 
in community outreach with Jumblies Theatre and works as an artist in Toronto schools empowering youth voices through mythol-
ogy and performing arts. 

Diana Tso
Playwright & Producer
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Within Every Woman was selected among thousands of entries to participate in the 2011 HotDocs Toronto Documentary 
Forum on May 4 - 5. This was an incredible experience to see how the film industry works behind the scenes. The Forum 
was an opportunity for Within Every Woman to pitch the film to broacasters from around the world. The pitch allowed 
7 minutes to present WEW, and another 7 minutes of Q&A. Over the course of two days, 27 up-and-coming documentary 
projects competed for a $40,000 cash prize.
 
With the supportive presence of Dr. Joseph Wong, Chair of Toronto ALPHA, film Director 
Tiffany Hsiung and I jointly presented the pitch to a packed crowd at the Hart House, 
University of Toronto. We were able to communicate the credibility of uncovering the forgotten 
atrocities against women in the Asia-Pacific Theatre. Though WEW was not selected for the prize, 
the ongoing feedback and responses look promising as we hope to secure a broadcaster and 
a well-established co-production company to complete the production in these coming months.

To keep the momentum going, we are now using Kickstarter, a social media plat-
form for creative projects, to engage a broader community, pre-sell the movie and raise funds to com-
plete WEW. In the last month alone, we have raised $28,210 towards our target! To support us, please 
visit www.wewoman.org/kickstarter
 

--- Chris Kang, Producer
 
Director Tiffany Hsiung first found her inspiration during the 2009 ALPHA Study Tour. With the support of Toronto ALPHA,  this film will 
tell the past and present stories of the victims of Japanese sexual slavery system in Korea, China and the Philippines.

Within Every Woman: at the 2011 HotDocs Pitch Contest

Art in Education
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26 educators from Canada, 
U.S., Japan and Germany were 
finally selected for this 2-week 
journey of discovery (July 14 - 
28) to visit World War II atrocity 
sites and meet survivors, schol-
ars, activists and lawyers.

Educators will visit Beijing, Har-
bin, Nanjing, Shanghai and 
Seoul to experience first-hand 

the legacy of war atrocities in Asia from the very sites 
where history happened.  

Please check our website for previous study tours archives, 
as well as updates for future study tour opportunities.

--- Richard Zhang

Since 2004, Toronto ALPHA has been bringing educators to 
Asia to enhance their knowledge of WWII atrocities in the 
region through visits to museums, historical sites, meetings 
with survivors, and dialogues with local historians, scholars, 
teachers and lawyers in China and Korea. 

Connecting with Teachers and Students
January 10 -  Presentation at Regis College

January 13 - Presentation to B.Ed. teacher candidates 
(OISE/UT)

January 28 -  P resentation to students at Hart House
(University of Toronto East Asian Studies Students’ Union)

February 1 - Presentation to students (George Brown 
College, St. James Campus)

February 16 - Presentation to students (George Brown 
College, Casa Loma Campus)

February 18 - Workshop for TDSB teachers at Central 
Technical School (PD Day)

March 22 - Workshop for TDSB student activists (TDSB 
“Take Civic Action” Student Conference, OISE/UT)

April 5 & 6 - Presentation to TDSB TOPS students (Marc 
Garneau Collegiate Institute)

April 9 -  Display table at the AGM for the Ontario Geography 
Consultants’ Association and the Ontario History, Humanities 
and Social Science Consultants’ Association at OISE/UT 

May 3 & 4 - Display Booth at TDSB Futures Conference 
(Allstream Centre)

May 5 - Asian Heritage Month workshop with 15 teach-
ers (York Region District School Board, Richmond 
Green Secondary School)

May 25 - Presentation to students (St. Theresa of 
Lisieux CHS)

May 26 - Presentation to students (Victoria Park 
Collegiate Institute) 

May 26 - Presentation to students (Vaughan Road 
Academy)

May 27 - Presentation to students (Danforth Collegiate 
& Technical Institute)

June 7 - Presentation to students (George Brown 
College, St. James Campus)
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2011 Study Tour Update Toronto ALPHA on 
Goldhawk Live!

Toronto ALPHA was invited to a live interview on June 
7 on Goldhawk Live. During the one-hour show, Flora 
Chong engaged in a lively discussion alongside George 
MacDonell, a Canadian veteran captured as POW in the 
Battle for Hong Kong; Katy Whitfield, TDSB teacher and 
past ALPHA study tour participant; and Donald Kerr, 
Canadian D-Day veteran. The host Ted Barris opened 
the topic on how well Canadian youth are remembering 
our wartime history.

Katy embraces experiential learning by challenging her 
students to understand life around war rather than on 
the battlefield. Donald agreed. As an experienced class-
room speaker with the Dominion Institute’s Memory 
Project, he found it meaningless to focus on violence. 

In her closing remarks, Flora emphasized that we need 
Canadian youth to remember our wartime history, but  
also need to engage them by using this history to learn 
the lessons of humanity as they become advocates for 
global social justice.
                                                                                            --- Mary He
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I was introduced to Toronto ALPHA after their presentation on wartime atrocities in the Asia-Pacific, to the Global 
Education Cohort at OISE/UT’s initial teacher education program. As a History major, I also spent close to 2 years 
living and working in Seoul, South Korea. I was aware that some war crimes had been committed during WWII, yet 
remained woefully ignorant of their true extent. I felt that working with ALPHA was a perfect way to continue 
my OISE/UT work on social justice education, while learning more about WWII in Asia.

My OISE/UT internship with Toronto ALPHA involved designing a series of workshops for high school students that 
would introduce them to Toronto ALPHA’s work while developping practical leadership skills that will empower 
them to become leaders in their communities with an awareness of global social justice. I hope these workshops 
instill in them global citizenship values emphasizing the similarities that bind us across borders of all kinds.

I feel it essential for any well-informed individual to understand how the past has shaped the politics and psyche 
of our contemporary world. Only then can we contextualize our collective history and heritage as our Youth learn to 
take charge of seemingly chaotic and inhumane world.

I am extremely grateful that ALPHA has afforded me the opportunity to share their passion, dedication, and expertise. 
With ALPHA’s ongoing educational work in social justice and peace, I have no doubt that younger generations will continue to 
be inspired.                        --- David Winterbottom

Youth Leadership Certificate Program on Social Justice

One of Toronto ALPHA’s visions is to achieve true peace and reconciliation built upon shared understanding of the 
history of World War II in Asia. Therefore, it is vital to educate our youngsters and providing knowledge to those 
who pursue truth. I first began work on the Teacher’s Resource Guide Revision Project in May 2010 as an OISE/
UT intern, and have now taken on the Project Coordinator position for this project.

The revision of the 2009 Teacher Resource The Search for Global Citizenship: The Violation of Human Rights in 
Asia, 1931 - 1945 (A Resource Guide for Ontario Teachers of Canadian and World Studies, Grades 10 -12), is one of 
Toronto ALPHA’s key ongoing projects. This Second Edition will provide educators a comprehensive overview of 
the history of WWII in Asia by organizing content into nine themed lessons with a user-friendly format and consistent 
modules for each of the nine lessons. Each lesson then focuses on a particular social justice issue presented in the 
context of the Asia-Pacific War. As an improvement on the First Edition, this version will allow more flexibility for 
the instructor, and provides many learning choices for teachers and students alike.

As the Coordinator of this educational initiative, I have learned so much through the vigorous research and com-
pilation for the first drafts of the lessons. The team of editors, mentors and Toronto ALPHA associates has been 
extremely supportive with feedback and timely advice, and their continued guidance is much appreciated. As a 
prospective teacher, I believe the Canadian curriculum is a uniquely inclusive one, from which our students will 
quickly realize they are citizens of the global community who have the right to know the truth.

---  Mary He

Teacher’s Resource Guide Update

David Winterbottom’s summative presentation (from left: Dr. Shau-Jin Chang, Dr. Ying-Ying Chang, 
Flora Chong, Mary He, Judy Cho, Elsie Kwok, Eric Cheng, Richard Zhang and David Winterbottom)
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Call for 
Volunteers!

We are looking for volun-
teers who are willing to 
offer their time and exper-
tise in the following areas:

Graphic Design
Website Maintenance

Translation:
English/Chinese
Korean/Japanese

Newsletter Editors

Flora Chong      Eric Cheng

Graphic Design
Mary He             Eric Cheng

Contributors
Eric Cheng      Diana Tso
Mary He          David Winter-
Chris Kang                bottom
Tanya Mok      Richard Zhang

Toronto ALPHA is 
MOVING!

We are excited to move 
to our new office location 
at 85 Scarsdale Rd. Suite 
305, Toronto, M3B 2R2

From early July, 2011, 
Toronto ALPHA will finally 
have the facilities to 
accomodate more interns 
and volunteers than ever 
before!

David WINTERBOTTOM graduated from Dalhousie University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in History and Political Science, and 
obtained his Bachelor of Education from the OISE/UT. During 
his internship, David helped develop a series  of Youth Workshops 
which he hopes ALPHA will implement to inspire youth in 
fighting for social justice around the world.

Rebecca KIM currently studies at the University of Toronto, 
double majoring in Political Science and Equity Studies. She is 
working to develop a comprehensive database of the information 
that Toronto ALPHA has compiled over the past seven years. As she 
learns about the history of Asia in WWII through her work, she is 
constantly moved by the testimonies of WWII survivors.

Yeji PARK became interested in East Asian History after hearing 
her dad’s stories about Korean history during University. She is 
excited to join Toronto ALPHA this summer as a video archivist 
organizing ALPHA’s collection of survivor testimonials and 
interviews. As a prospective teacher candidate, Yeji is thrilled to 
learn about the educational initiatives of Toronto ALPHA and hopes 
to educate her future students on Asian History.

Our InternsNew Article!
Read Professor Koichi 
Kimura’s perceptions on 
Japanese Imperialism at
  www.torontoalpha.org

Announcements
1. The 4th International NGO History Forum for Peace in East Asia to be held in 

Seoul, S. Korea will be co-chaired by Dr. Joseph Wong, Chair of Toronto AL-
PHA. Margaret Wells, Board member of Toronto ALPHA and Katy Whitfield 
(TDSB Educator) will represent Toronto ALPHA at events and conduct work-
shop presentations for teachers and students in Korea.

  
2. Katy Whitfield will represent Toronto ALPHA to attend the 10th Asian Solidarity 

Conference for the Issue of Military Sexual Slavery by Japan in Seoul, S. Korea, 
August 2011.

Jessie PENG first volunteered with ALPHA by contributing her 
reflections on the Nanking Massacre as a high school student. 
Jessie is excited to assist with ALPHA’s education and outreach 
work, where she can empower youth through her own experiences. 
This September, Jessie will be beginning her studies in the 
Health Sciences program at McMaster University.

Michelle KWONG currently studies at Marc Garneau Collegiate 
Institute. Michelle first learned of Toronto ALPHA from watching 
the Iris Chang: The Rape of Nanking docudrama as a child.  
Volunteering with the organization years later, Michelle has 
helped to organize ALPHA presentations at her school. Michelle 
hopes to help Toronto ALPHA reach out to high school students.


