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Historic Preservation Law Fact Sheet 

Background and Purpose 

The proposed law was developed by a committee of the New Scotland Historical Association (NSHA) that included 

broader representation of the Town and Village residents. It is partially based on Clifton Park’s Historic Preservation 

Commission and law but has been modified to fit the needs of the Village of Voorheesville and Town of New Scotland. 
The purpose of the law is to ensure that historic structures and sites in our communities are identified and preserved in 

such a way that enhance community character without impinging on property owners’ rights or requiring public 

expenditures. 

Summary of Major Provisions 

The law establishes an up to seven-member joint Commission of the Village and Town Historic Preservation 
Commission, with the Town appointing up to four members and the Village three. The Commission would 
serve in an advisory capacity to the Village and Town Boards, Planning Board and Commission, Zoning Board of 
Appeals and Building Departments on all matters affecting historic or potentially structures and sites.  The 
Commission has the authority to conduct surveys of historic structures and sites as well as maintain an 
inventory of such resources. It could recommend actions to the respective boards and aid in the development 
of grants. 
 
The law establishes a Village and Town Registry of Historic Places to be maintained by the Commission. The 
Registry will initially consist of all sites or structures in the Village and Town where historical markers exist, 
that are on the State or National Historic Register, and all designated Historic Districts. Designation on the 
Register is strictly a local honorary listing and an owner of property on the Historic Register has no restriction 
on the use, modification, or maintenance of the property.  
 
The Law would require the Building Department’s to inform the Commission up to 30 days prior to issuing any 
demolition permit for a building or structure more than 70 years old, unless, the structure posed an imminent 
danger to health and safety. The Commission would evaluate and document the building or structure for 
historic or architectural significance during the 30-day notice period prior to issuance of any such demolition 
permit and may request an additional 14 days to complete its review. 
 
The Commission is also tasked with submitting within one year of its establishment, a report to the governing 
Boards on a proposal for establishing historic preservation easement and historic preservation zoning within 
the Town and Village. 
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FAQs 

Will the adoption of this law entail expenditures by the Town and Village? No, nothing in the law obliges the Town or 

Village to expend public funds on behalf of the Commission or in support of historic preservation. 

What criteria will be used to add new structures and sites to the Registry of Historic Place? The law lists the following 

three criteria for inclusion on the Registry: 

(1) Is associated with persons or events that have made a significant contribution to Town or Village 

history or is identified with a historic personage; or 

(2) Embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represents 

the work of a master, or that possesses high artistic values or that represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

(3) Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information on prehistory or history. 

 
How will a listing on the Registry impact property owners? Listing on the Village and Town Registry will have 
no impact on a property owner. In fact, listing on the State or National Historic Registry do not has an impact 
on what property owners can do on their property.  
 
Does the law contain or anticipate historic preservation zoning and/or historic preservation easement? No, 
the law does not contain such zoning or easements. The Commission is tasked at looking at such historic 
preservation tools and reporting back to Village and Town boards.  
 
Could the Commission prevent the issuance of a demolition permit?  No, the Commission’s role is strictly 
advisory.  However, the Commission could recommend to the Building Department modifications to the 
permit, request a delay in its issuance, or that a permit not be issued. The Commission also would document 
structures of historic value that cannot be saved. 
 
How can a joint Commission be established between two separate governments? The law is structured so 
that each entity would pass their own version with minor modifications. However, the establishment of the 
Commission and even the passage of the law will require a high degree of coordination between the two 
governments. 
 
If you have any other questions or concerns please contact: 
 
Alan S. Kowlowitz, NSHA President 
(h) 518-765-4212 
(c) 518-369-1726 
Jacs10@verizon.net 
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