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TOPSTITCH NEEDLE VS. UNIVERSAL NEEDLE

Universal Needle

Topstitch Needle

PARTS OF A NEEDLE

PARTS OF A NEEDLE
All sewing needles have essentially the same parts:

Shank: The upper end of the needle, which is inserted into the machine. On the vast
majority of needles, the back of the shank is flat to make it easier to correctly insert
them.
Shaft: The body of the needle below the shank. This will vary in thickness depending
on the size of the needle.
Front Groove: This groove, located on the front of the shaft, acts as the last thread
guide before the thread goes through the eye of the needle.

PARTS OF A NEEDLE
Scarf: The short indentation above the eye of the needle. It allows the hook on your
bobbin case to get close to the eye of the needle so it can catch the thread loop and
form the stitch. Janome needles have a longer, deeper scarf to help eliminate
skipped stitches.
Eye: You know what this is: the hole at the end of the needle through which the thread
passes. Janome needles have especially smooth eye holes to keep thread feeding
smoothly and to avoid snagging.

TYPES OF NEEDLES
Ballpoint

The ballpoint needle has a rounded point of varying degrees. Its primary application is to
sew on knit type fabrics. The rounded tip slips between yarns rather than cutting them. This
prevents broken fibers and the attendant unraveling.
Denim

The denim (jeans) needle has a very sharp, acute point with a slender eye and a strong shaft.
The sharp point is necessary to penetrate heavy fabrics like denim and canvas. The slender
eye holds the thread in place for proper loop formation. The strong shaft prevents deflection
of the needle and insures accurate needle placement for stitch formation.

TYPES OF NEEDLES
Embroidery

The embroidery needle has a sharp point, a large eye and a special scarf to protect
specialized decorative threads in embroidery. It also has a shorter point-to-eye length to
enhance embroidery applications by ensuring extra clearance between the needle point and
the embroidered article as it moves for succeeding stitches.
Leather
The leather needle has a wedge shaped point which gives it the piercing strength it needs to
penetrate heavy fabrics like leather and vinyl. The needle makes a very clean hole in the
fabric, so mistakes are costly.

Microtex
This needle is sharper than the universal point with a more slender shaft. It is used primarily on
fine wovens and for heirloom sewing on very fine fabrics and for synthetic suede.

TYPES OF NEEDLES
Quilting

The quilting needle has a tapered point for stitching through multiple layers and
across seams. The shape of the point minimizes damage to the quilting fabric.
Top Stitch
The topstitch needle has an extra large eye and a much deeper groove for use with
either heavier fabrics and/or heavier threads. It can even accommodate doubling of
threads for more pronounced stitching.
Metallic

The Metallic needle is specifically designed for metallic threads. It has a large,
elongated Teflon coated eye, larger scarf and a larger groove to protect the more
fragile metallic threads during stitch formation.

