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Is Temporarily
Suspended
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as the situation with
the pandemic
evolves. Thank you.
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10:45am
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……………..………

Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30am

Courage for Today

We had enjoyed much conversation
just the day before focused on John’s
account of Jesus raising Lazarus from
death to life even though his friend had
been dead for four days. My friend and I
talked about loss in this life and the
undoing of death that Jesus spoke of to
Lazarus’s sister, Martha. But Jesus didn’t
only speak about raising the dead, he
demonstrated it.
The next day my friend talked about
turbulent days and difficult decisions
ahead. He said, “I don’t know about the
chapters ahead, but I know what the last
chapter says, and that sure helps today.”

MAY 2017
To think just days from that powerful
miracle Jesus would be called from his
own tomb by his Heavenly Father. The
One who gave his life in ransom for ours
was called back to life. So when he
promises to call us from the grave one
day, we can count on our living Lord.
That gives us courage to face today,
each day ahead and our last day of this
life. There’s more to come!

Turbulent Times

The world-wide focus on the
Coronavirus has disrupted many of the
rhythms of our lives. We are saddened to
see the spread of sickness. We hate to
see businesses & incomes jeopardized.
We are inconvenienced by the need to
distance ourselves to reduce
opportunities for the transmission of the
virus. And we are challenged to love our
neighbor as ourselves through it all. This
will end in time, but what will be the cost
to us all?

There is Good to Come

Jesus’ words are a comfort to us
because they are a bold promise.
“I am the resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes
in me shall never die” (John 11:25-26).

Prayer: Lord, thank you that the
difficulties of today pale in comparison to
what you have in store for me one day.
Help me trust you today, tomorrow and
always. I rejoice in your power and
promises. Amen.
In His Grace,

Pastor Stephen

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes ~ February, 2020
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

2/25/2020 - The meeting was opened with a prayer.
Treasurers Report: Expenses for January exceeded donations by $3,287, although we are still positive from the start
of the year. Pastor’s Report: See Attached. Elders Report: Todd provided a summary of the elders activities. (See
Elders’ minutes below.) Properties Report: See attached. As an update, Weimer Heating and Air conditioning has
looked at the Church and has given us a bid for installation of an attic fan. This information was shared with the BOD.
Social Ministry: No report. Open Business items: Electronic giving Deb K. reported to the board the results of our
Beta testing of the electronic donations system. The system appears to be working, is easy for donors to set-up
weekly, bi-weekly, monthly donations or to give via a text message. We used the card swipe feature for the Tyler T.
fundraiser. There is more work involved from the Financial secretaries perspective, but for regular donations it is not
much. For new donors (such as the fundraiser) there are additional steps that are necessary. But as this is not a
frequent event, it too is manageable. The board has decided to move forward and make this option available to
members and friends of the congregation. Announcements are planned for the newsletter and Sunday bulletins.
CPR/AED First Aid unit: The unit has been installed. Update on Web page: the St John web page has been updated.
new information has been posted. Comments and suggestions on the page are encouraged. Tyler T. Fundraiser: A
Huge Thank you to all who helped in the fundraiser! As a result of our efforts we were able to raise almost $8,000 for
Tyler! What a huge blessing this is for them. A special word of thanks goes to Vicky J. for all her efforts to organize the
crew and to get all the food ready for the dinner. Also a special thanks to Linda H. and Ann W. for helping to make the
dessert auction a rousing success! And finally a special thanks to everyone who came from St John and Hope to
support this event! Church security / safety plan: Bruce has drafted a security plan and has distributed it to the BOD
and Elders for review and comment. The Board is planning on holding a special information meeting with the
congregation concerning the plan. We hope to have this ready for a discussion and vote at the May congregational
meeting. New Business: We will be seeking volunteers for members of the Board for next year. We will be seeking
people for positions of Assistant Treasurer, Vice chair and two members at large. Advertising: The Board has
decided to redirect our limited advertising budget from ads in the post register to other advertising venues. The next
BOD meeting will be held on March 23rd, 2020 at 7:00 pm. The date for the Spring Congregational meeting will be
held on May 17th. Pastor led the group in a closing prayer.
(Full minutes on file in Church office)
.
(edited for space)

Board of Elders Minutes - February 2020

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

February 3, 2020 - Present: Pastor Stephen, Todd M., Paul P., George P., Gene W.
1. Opening devotion and prayer led by Pastor on 2 Peter 1:3-11.
2. Pastor’s Report: (Attached) Updates on: a) Community Dinners - Missional partners want to continue and are
considering neutral site. b) Pastor leading Wednesday morning bible class on the book of Exodus. c) Pastor &
Laurie traveling to Phoenix 2/19 for Best Practices in Ministry conference. d) Hosting Circuit Pastors / Deacons at
St. John on February 13th. e) LWML Utah-Idaho: Pastor in Twin Falls Feb. 7 & 8, LWML convention April 24-26, in
Boise. f) Lent & Easter Services dates and times reviewed.
3. Review and approve minutes from January 6, 2020 meeting. Gene motioned, George 2nd.
4. Worship Services and Spiritual Life: a) Paul P. updated elders on confirmation class status. b) Bible Class.
Elders need to encourage attendance on Sunday. Elder on duty should attend if possible. c) Discussion on
Pastor’s schedule.
5. Member contacts, visit requests, and prayer list updates and needs were reviewed.
6.Old business: Church Security Plan Draft Update
7.New business: a) DCE Internship - Sept. 1st deadline for winter DCE internship application. b) Congregational
Meeting May 17th. c) Elder Nominations.
Next Regular Meeting: March 2, 2020 6:30pm
(Full minutes on file in Church office)

(edited for space)

Human Care
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The Potluck will not
be held in April.
Thank you to all those contributing to “First Sunday Food Offering”. Your generosity in
support of the I. F. Community Food Basket is such a blessing to those who struggle to
feed their families. Donations can be brought in throughout the month (except for produce
and other perishable items) and placed in the grocery cart. The I. F. Food Basket
continues to deal with a major shortage in donations this year. This need is increasing due to
layoffs from the pandemic. If you are able, please continue to share your blessings.
Suggested items for April: Oatmeal (large canister), granola bars, dry beans, deodorant.
***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.

Mark your calendars for August 27th –30th
St. John will host a group camping weekend at Falls Creek Campground (near Swan Valley). There are spaces in the reserved
group campsite for both “Tent-ers” & “RV-ers”. You can choose to
stay one night, two, or all three. We will also hold a potluck dinner
with those who want to come up for an afternoon.
Watch for more details as the date draws closer!

There is still time to get a discount on summer
camp prices! There are also a limited number of
scholarships available. Camp Perkins offers week-long camps for kids of all ages,
family camps, & weekend retreats. They have many options to fit your family’s needs
& schedule. Go to CampPerkins.org to find the dates for camp that work for you.
There are also special add-on camps (has an additional charge) that you can choose
to add to your week. Register soon to take advantage of early registration discounts!

2020 Summer
Camp Pricing
Through April 15: $340
Through May 15: $350
After May 15: $360
Final Balance Due June 1

Hosted
A welcoming

Hosted will NOT be held in April (Good Friday)
Join us Friday, May 8th.

We meet at City Bagels (369 Shoup Ave.), at 6:30pm.
Bring your favorite appetizer to share.
This is open to all adults that would like to attend.
Invite friends! Beverages are provided. Join us as we gather to enjoy fellowship and get to know one another better. Hosted is usually held every month on
the 2nd Friday, so mark your calendar!!

time together!

Nursery care is available
most Sundays during
Worship Service & Bible Classes
for children infant - age 3,
from 9:15am ~ Noon.

On April 19, 2020 we will celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) ministry at St. John.
Three ladies, Marie Ploetz, Sylvia Mauth and Margaret Mueller, with hard work & fund
raising, were instrumental in obtaining a LBW work center for St. John. The St. John
work center is the only LBW work center in Idaho.
Volunteers from both St. John & Hope are an essential part of this ministry. Together,
we print & mail approximately 450 braille books (at no charge) worldwide each year.
We ask for your help in two areas. Some countries don’t allow any Christian material
into their country. Therefore we can’t put “Lutheran” anywhere on the boxes we mail.
We ask for your prayers that the books that we send out will arrive at their destination.
We also need your financial help in covering the cost of supplies for the heavy duty
paper, binding materials and mailing boxes. All of the materials we use are provided
by LBW headquarters in Yucaipa, CA. However, headquarters would like each work
center to cover their expenses.
There will be a special offering on Sunday, April 19, if you would like to help us defray these expenses. If you have any
questions, please call Pam Eberle at 208-524-0521 or Sandy Biermann at 208-525-8066. Thank you.

St. John is excited to host summer 2020 VBS!
We will once again partner with Camp Perkins Lutheran Outdoor Ministry.

VBS will be held June 22nd ~ 26th!
Is God calling you to serve as a snack helper, craft helper, class leader, as a host
family for the counselors (for the weekend, during the week or for their whole stay),
as a prayer partner, or part of our security team?
How is God calling YOU to serve? Please pray about ways you can serve during VBS.
This is an exciting opportunity to touch the lives of children & their families with the Good News of Jesus
our Savior! It’s also a great way to get to know our neighbors and to join Jesus in serving our community.

