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You Belong to the Lord
When I look through belongings
from my childhood, I am struck by how
prominent my mark was on those
items. Perhaps this was due to Mom’s
and Dad’s numerous reminders, “You
better put your name on that! If it’s
lost, I’m not buying you a new one.”
Now when I look through items from
my children’s school years, I find the
same thing; they made sure what
belonged to them was marked with
their names.
Weeks ago we began an eight-part
sermon series based on the New
Testament Sunday readings which
come from Ephesians, Paul’s letter
written while imprisoned in Rome.
Colossians was written then, too. Paul
writes to Christians he had interacted
with during his missionary journeys,
and his words are for us, too. The
apostle begins the letter by boldly
speaking of how lavish is the love and
grace God has poured out upon us
who are in Christ, and he speaks
about the many benefits received and
available to us.
Paul will go on to tell us how that
love and grace will play out in our lives
as God’s people who are indwelled
and moved by God the Holy Spirit.
These actions and attitudes flow from
God’s love, power, and promise and
are not possible in their absence.
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In 1:13-14 Paul writes, “In him
[Christ] you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his
glory.”
In the ancient world a person placed
a seal on those things he claimed as
his own. So some translations speak
of being “marked as belonging to him,”
and this mark is God the Holy Spirit
within us. The gift of God’s Holy Spirit
to indwell us is “the divine certainty
that [we belong] to God and will
remain His own in time and eternity,”
wrote Lutheran theologian, Paul
Kretzmann.
You belong to God. He placed his
mark upon you. You carry his seal,
and all his promises and works are
yours. We are most certainly a loved
people. Even more, Paul tells us that
this Holy Spirit within us is like earnest
-money. He is a guarantee and
assurance to us that God will complete
all that he has said he would.
Child of God, redeemed by the
blood of Jesus, the Beloved, because
of Jesus’ work in your place, you are
the beloved of God as well!
All of this Paul says is to God’s
glory; He is to be thanked and praised!
~ Pastor Stephen

We have decided that our Fellowship Potluck Luncheons will always be on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month, (September 11th this month) so please write them on your calendars and invite
your family & friends to join us for a great opportunity to get to know each other better. The
meal begins at noon. If you are coming over your lunch hour please do not worry about
bringing a dish to share. We just want you!! :)
Game night is Friday the 21st beginning at 6:30pm. All ages are welcome.
If you have any extra produce from your gardens or fruit trees, please consider taking it to any of the local
shelters, soup kitchen or the community food basket.
The next Red Cross Blood Drive will be Tuesday, October 23 from 3:00-7:00 pm. If you are unable to donate
but still want to participate please consider helping with set up, as a greeter or with refreshments.
Thank-you for all your prayers for our granddaughter Anaya. She is 3 pounds now and will hopefully come
home in September.
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 1 John 4:11-12
God Bless, Sheila K. :)

Human Care
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Congregational Meeting/Board of Directors Minutes - June 2018
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a delay.)

June 20, 2018 - Opening & Devotion: Pastor Stephen.
April BOD meeting notes approved.
Pastor’s Report: Bible Class - DVD: Ray Vander “Clash of Kingdoms” Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey; Baptisms:
Daughter of Ben & Shepin W. to be scheduled soon; Vacation: June 28 - July 11; Circuit Pastors/Deacons June
21-23 (Pastor & Dan K.) ;Jr. High Youth - leadership needs to make new plans after VBS; Hope House- Mom &
2 boys; Interaction with the Community - food offerings are doing well; involvement with A. H. Bush: Kids USA;
11 volunteers at Falls Valley Elementary: year-end field day; 14 volunteers at Bush Elementary: year-end field
day; Friend-raiser- garage sale went well; VBS - planning is going well; Life Groups - currently Wednesday
Night group that is getting ready to split into two groups; New group for widows in process; Chuck H. has agreed
to help Pastor head this up; Sermon Series - Sunday Readings
Committee Reports: none
Elder Report: Discussion of musical styles; Care units will be reevaluated by Todd and Jeff; No new member
classes as of now; Newly elected elders were in attendance; New Head Elder will be elected .
Treasurer Report: Boiler estimate $21,972 received and approved by the board.
Old business: Boiler replacement; Updated Webpage; Church security - Bill J. would like to join the emergency
management team.
New Business: Appoint Jackie R. to assistant treasurer, Gloria H. to be over the benevolent fund, JoAnn B. to
Social Ministries at the July BOD meetings; Roof inspection needed to check for hail damage; contact insurance
company; Church insurance is due in October: need a person to listen to proposals
Meeting Adjournment; Closing Prayers
(edited for space)
Singers: St. John Choir rehearses on the first and third Sundays of every month from
September through May. We usually sing in the worship service on the fourth Sunday
of the month, as well as on Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday. We will begin our fall
rehearsal schedule on Sunday, September 2nd, immediately after the Sunday school
hour, at about 11:50. We would love to have you join us! Call Dave V. 208-522-4165 if
you have any questions.
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Board of Elders Minutes - July 2018

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a delay.)

7:00 pm, July 16, 2018 - Pastor led an opening devotion and prayer based on Ephesians 1:13-14.
We discussed the elders’ leading the congregational prayer.
We continued revision of Care-Unit responsibilities.
We discussed our shut-in & homebound ministry.
New member class is still in hiatus.
We reviewed our updated Sunday morning service responsibilities.
Todd M. was elected BOE Chairman for the 2018/2019 year.
(edited for space)

Our annual Rally Day Celebration will be September 9 th
right after worship service. Please join us on the front
lawn for light refreshments & fellowship. There will be
games for the kids and information on Child Care, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Education. Bible Class and Sunday
School will not be held that day.
Classes will resume September 16th.

A HUGE THANK YOU!

We are truly grateful for Brian H., son
of Matt & Marsha, who shared his
time, expertise, tools and his team of
workers in getting all the boiler parts
downstairs for the complete overhaul of the unit. The
items weigh from 800 to 1,000 pounds each!
We thank you, Brian.
Your work will bless St. John for years to come.

Larry C., retired Pastor of First
Lutheran Church, is offering
Equine (horse) therapy for children
and their family members who are
facing the challenges of cancer, or
other disabilities. He is offering this service
completely free of charge. If you know of someone
who could benefit from spending time with gentle
horses, call Larry at 208-589-4082.

Things continue to go well for Alexandria and her boys! She continues to
meet her monthly goals. Alex has also agreed to attend the Financial Peace
University course being offered in Idaho Falls. This will give her the needed
basics to establish tools to help her manage her finances for the rest of her
life. A big Thank you to all the families and individuals who have volunteered
to bring them dinner on the day of the classes! It really has helped.
The steps to the front and back door have been refinished. It looks much
better and will add to the life of the house. We are looking at replacing some
of the siding on the house as it is badly weathered. ~ Jim W.
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Sign up to bring Altar flowers!

The 2018 flower chart is in the Narthex. Sign up to bring flowers or a
plant to celebrate a milestone or remember special events (birthdays,
baptisms, anniversaries, etc.), to honor a loved one, or to give thanks,
praise, and glory to God.
Plants or arrangements need to be live,
but do not need to be large or elaborate.

Thank you to all who have been bringing in items for “First Sunday Food Offering”
Suggested donations for September are: Fresh produce from gardens & fruit trees
(can be brought to the church or to the Community Food Basket anytime the produce is
ready), canned meats (tuna, salmon, chicken, spam), pork and beans, peanut butter, and
deodorant. Thank you for blessing those in our community who are struggling to put
food on their tables.
***There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.

