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God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the
heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble
at its swelling. Psalm 46:1-3
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What if? Our minds were designed
to question. God formed us in loving
wisdom for adaptability in a changing
world. We question uncertainty. We do not
always welcome what is inevitable, and
change is inevitable. One person said, “If
you make a friend of change you will have
a friend for life.”
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family, has indeed given us Jesus.
He stepped into our neighborhood, a
place of change full of tangible threats and
hardships. And Jesus knew his Father
would restore all of it one day.
With the faith of Jesus, we too know
What Is. God is actively bringing people to
himself in Jesus. His reconciling, restorative
work continues, and when Jesus returns we
will be with him. We can trust his promise in
verse 10, “Be still, and know that I am God. I
will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth!”

My mom has lived most of her 83 years
in California. While I writing this morning,
she was texting me of mass shootings,
wildfires and landslides far too close to
family members around the state.
[Note: My mom was not a fan of texting
early on, and now it is her preferred tool
for keeping track of a very large family as
she remains busy and active herself.
Change. Adaptability.]
But my mom rejoices that she is confident
of What Is. And because of that certainty,
she can acknowledge the uncertainties of
this life and even provide care and comfort
to family and friends affected by tangible
threats and hardships.
So What Is? Twice the writer of Psalm 46
says, “The Lord of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our fortress.” Our God, who
claimed a people and fulfilled a promise to
send the world the Savior through their

Prayer: Lord, with Martin Luther, we believe
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”. Even if the
mountains be uplifted and moved into the
heart of the sea, we remain under your
gracious reign. In love you have made us
your children. That is What Is, Lord. You are
for us, and your love always wins. Mighty
are you. Amen.
In His Grace,
Pastor Stephen
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Please join us for our fellowship potluck luncheon at noon on the 2nd Tuesday of every
month. December’s is the 11th, and January’s is the 8th. Bring friends and family!
 If you would like to volunteer at the soup kitchen, St. John serves on the 4th Tuesday
(December 25th and January 22nd) of every month. We would love to have you join us!
The address is 301 S. Blvd. We start at 10:30am for set up & cooking, at noon we serve
& begin clean up, ending around 2:00pm.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. ~ 2 Corinthians 13:14
God Bless, Sheila K.

Social Ministry

Human Care



You are invited to our annual Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, December 9th,
following worship. Lunch, coffee and punch will be provided. Please bring a familyfavorite Christmas cookie or dessert to share with everyone. We hope you will join us
for this special time of fellowship with your church family!

Please plan to attend a special fundraiser
on Saturday, February 9, 2019 at 6:00 pm.

All funds raised will go toward helping our high school youth attend the
National Youth Gathering next July in Minneapolis, MN.
Pizza will be served and there will be a silent auction with a number of items
(hint, hint!!).
appropriate as gifts for your favorite Valentine
We welcome any items you may have that you would like donate to auction off to
help raise money. Please get the items to JoAnn as soon as possible, but no later
than January 20th.
In addition to the silent auction we will also have a dessert auction
(yum!). So, please mark the date on your calendar and come to
support our youth! It will be a fun evening.
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Thank you to all who have been bringing in items for “First Sunday Food Offering”
Your generosity is awesome and very much appreciated, especially this time of
year! During October the Food Basket served 1,305 families (4,735 individuals)
who have food insecurities. Our local Soup Kitchen served 4,719 meals to 3,708
individuals during the same period.
Suggested items for the month of:
December: Chili, canned beans (black, kidney, garbanzo), macaroni & cheese, deodorant.
January: Applesauce, canned fruit (peaches, pears, fruit cocktail), diapers.
**There is no preference to brand names of donated items. Generic brands are welcome.

Do you know a family with young children who would
like to visit St. John? Let them know that we now have
our Nursery available for children infant through age 3,
from 9:15am ~ Noon. Invite them to join us in worship!
The Lutheran Hour has a new speaker, Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. You can
listen to the Lutheran Hour in Idaho Falls on these radio stations:
KAWZ: 89.1 FM - Sunday: 8:00am,
KID: 590 AM - Sunday: 9:00am,
and on KIDG: 92.1 FM - Sunday 9:00am.

Board of Elders Minutes - October 2018

(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one-month delay.)

Present: Pastor Stephen, Todd M., George P., Dan V., Dave V., Jeff P.
Pastor Weems led an opening devotion based on: Mark 7. We watched a video on traditions vs. purpose & intention.
Minutes from BOE meeting on 9-10-18 were reviewed and approved. Pastor’s Report – Discussed changes in
worship service music. Reviewed BOE responsibilities in the church by-laws. Worship Services and Spiritual Life
Discussed potential confirmation class. National Youth Gathering - Agreed to talk with the parents of those
expressing interest so that registration would be met.
Member contacts and care units- No actions taken, discussed need to be in contact with care unit members.
Membership Actions: Have recognized new members. No new member classes at present. Voted that we receive a
couple new to the area as members by profession of faith. Motion passed.
New Business: Deacon program - George reported that none of our former deacons were interested in continuing at
this time. Tabled discussion until Paul P. makes membership decision and expresses interest in continuing in the
deacon program.
(edited for space)

Page 4

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
If you would like to attend the National Youth Gathering
next summer in Minneapolis, MN (July 11-15),
please contact Pastor Stephen, Zak, or Sarah W.
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, but no later than December 15th.
To be eligible to attend, you must graduate between the years 2020 - 2023.

