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Monday-Thursday 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Phone: (208) 522-5650 
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……………………. 

 

Pastor 
Stephen Weems 

 

St. John Officers 
David Bush, 

Vice – Chairman, 
Board of Directors 

Dave Van Haaften,  
Chairman,  

Board of Elders 
 

……………………. 

Worship 

9:30am - Sunday  

Communion every  
1

st 
& 3

rd
 Sunday 

10:30am - Fellowship 

10:45am -   
Sunday School 
 & Bible Study 

…………………. 

Wednesday Bible Study  

9:30am 

 

LENT SERVICES 
Ash Wednesday 

(at St. John - 7:00pm ) 
 
 

Wednesdays,  
(at Hope Lutheran ~ 2071 12th St.) 

February 21 & 28 
March 7, 14, & 21 

soup supper at 6:00pm 
Followed by service      

at 7:00pm 
Please join us! 

Bringing Life &  
Groups Together 

As I sit down to write this devotional, just this 
morning we had a discussion in our midweek 
Bible study in which we shared about family and 
extended family members, teachers, youth 
leaders, friends, and church family that have 
played a role in each of us coming to faith in 
Jesus. We also talked about those who have 
had an positive impact on our faith in good and 
difficult times. 

I want to place before you the importance of 
LIFEGroups.  

Laurie and I have thoroughly enjoyed our        
St. John LIFEGroup, 10 men and women 
committed to meet regularly together.       
L.I.F.E. stands for Living In Faith Everyday,   
and the word part, group, communicates that 
this is done together.  

Because these growing relationships center on 
our shared faith in Jesus, we have ready 
partners in prayer, friends to celebrate with, and 
trusted people to share difficult moments and 
even those who are willing to wait in hospital 
waiting rooms when needed. 

Ever Growing & Ever Getting Smaller 
Ideally God will continue to use St. John to  
grow his kingdom and the number of those  
who come together in worship and mission     
will grow, too. At the same time, we want to 
shrink growing numbers into small groups in 
which meaningful sharing and listening can  
take place. Large assemblies have their place, 
and small gatherings are rich with opportunity, 
too. God does amazing personal work in 
Christian community. 

 

Granting Accessibility 
When we come together to give each other 
access into our lives and faith lives, we will be 
starting with these five questions from Greg 
Finke’s book, Joining Jesus - Show Me How: 
How to Disciple Everyday Missionaries. 
 Seeking the Kingdom: How did you see     
Jesus at work this week?  
 Hearing from Jesus: What has Jesus been 
teaching you in his Word?  
 Talking with People: What kind of 
conversations are you having with pre-Christians?  

 Doing Good: What good were we able to do 
(or could we do) around here?  

 Ministering through Prayer: How can we 
help you in prayer?   

As you can see, these questions keep us 
focused together on living out the faith God has 
given us. They raise our awareness as we 
seriously consider how God is at work around, 
in, and through us. The questions remind us to 
look to God to speak to us through his Word 
and Spirit and to reflect upon what he is 
teaching us. The questions make us consider, 
too, if we are giving time and effort to developing 
relationships with pre-Christians and making 
time to bring God’s blessing to those who may 
never be able to return the favor. We also find 
how to better care for each other in prayer. 

Are You Ready for More? 
LIFEGroups have meaningful potential, and I 
hope there will be more and more opportunities 
so that those who are willing will be equipped to 
form groups. If you are interested in beginning a 
group that leads to deepening Christian 
relationships and opportunity to grow in the 
understanding and practice of our faith, please 
let me know. My nine LIFEGroup members and 
I will be able to help and encourage you. 
 

        ~ Pastor Stephen 
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Our monthly potluck luncheon is at noon on Tuesday, February 13th  and will be a       
Thrivent Action Team event. For those that would like to stay after lunch games       
will be available. (Cribbage and Bingo just to name a few!) There will also be      
prizes so please plan on staying. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to invite 
friends and family.  

 

Game night is Friday the 16th beginning at 6:30. All ages are welcome. 
 

If you would like to serve in the community, please help at the soup kitchen on Tuesday, February 
27th between 10:30am-2:00pm. Any help during that time is greatly appreciated in preparing, setting 
up, serving and clean up. 
 

The next Blood Drive will be Wednesday, March 21 from 3:00-7:00 pm. 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

 

                    God Bless, Sheila K.  :)     H
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“Though our feelings come and go,  

God’s love for us does not.”   

            —C.S. Lewis   

The financial stewardship report is not available this month.  
Instead, as we count all our blessings, a few thoughts to consider. 

 

 “All too often we regard stewardship simply as a matter of our giving to God, but this aspect is  
secondary. Before we can give, we must possess, and before we possess we must receive.  
Therefore, stewardship is, in the first place, receiving God’s good and bounteous gifts. And once 
received, those gifts are not to be used solely for our own good. They must also be used for the 
benefit of others, and ultimately for the glory of God the giver. The steward needs an open hand to 
receive from God and then an active hand to give to God and to others.”—Murray J. Harris  

 “You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.”—Amy Carmichael  

 “Our life is to be like a river, not a reservoir.”—Unknown 

 “You cannot out-give God.”—Unknown 

 “Giving is not a matter of can and can’t, but will or won’t.”—Unknown 

 “I shovel out, He shovels in. He has a bigger shovel.”—Unknown 

 “The only investment I ever made which has paid consistently increasing dividends is the money    
I have given to the Lord.”—J. L. Kraft (head of Kraft Cheese Corporation)  

 “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”—Winston Churchill  

 “Use your affluence for eternal influence.”—Unknown 

 “Giving is not a debt you owe; it is a seed you sow.”—Unknown  
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Board of Elders Minutes-December 2017 
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one month delay.) 

 Pastor Stephen opened with a devotion and a prayer 

 We discussed organist support and scheduling with Vicki J. & Greg H. We decided to talk to the     
organ department at BYU-I about the availability of students. We will also acquire the CPH set of   
organ accompaniment CDs for Lutheran Book of Worship for use when needed. 

 Pastor Stephen reported that Jim S. has been moved to an assisted-living facility in Colorado.       
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study is in the Psalms, and the New Member class is not meeting 
right now. 

 We agreed that we will not have a Christmas Day Service or a New Year’s Eve Service. There would 
also not be Sunday School or Bible Class on Sunday, December 24. 

 We discussed our care unit ministry and contacts with members. We also reviewed efforts to contact 
non-attending members. 

 We transferred the membership of Fred G. to Christ the King Lutheran Church, Coeur d’Alene, ID. 

 Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, January 2, 2017 at 7:00 pm. 
                               (edited for space) 

St. John will once again partner with Camp Perkins 
to provide Vacation Bible School. It may seem like 
June is a long way off, but it is never too early to 
begin preparing!  

VBS will be held June 25-29, 2018.  
Please pray about helping with this vital ministry. 
Perhaps consider using a day of vacation to help 
share the good news of the Gospel. For many of 
the children who attend VBS, this is their only      
exposure to God’s word and the love of Jesus!  

Board of Directors Minutes - December 2017  
(in order to allow time for minutes to be reviewed for accuracy, the minutes are published with a one month delay.) 

 

The board did not hold a formal meeting during December, but still worked behind the scenes to ensure 
that everything in regard to our mission and congregation remained well taken care of.  

Thank you to all who serve to keep our ministry running smoothly! 

Our Dear St. John Family, 

Thank you so much for blessing us with so many cards and gifts at    
Christmas. We are so grateful to God for how generous you are, and 
how you want to build up and encourage. We are blessed by God to serve 
with you in Idaho Falls. Together with you, we look forward to experiencing and sharing 
God's great grace in 2018!  ~ Pastor Stephen & Laurie W. 



2018 Camp Sessions 

3-4 grade*   July 15-20 

3-6 grade*  July 1-6 

3-6 grade*  August 5-10 

5-8 grade*  July 8-13 

5-8 grade*  July 22-27 

6-9 grade*  July 29-August 3 

9-12 grade*  July 15-20 

*Please note: Grade is based on grade entering next fall. 
Youth campers will be grouped in cabins according to grades 
(grades 3&4 together, 5&6 together, etc.) Please plan your 
Cabin Mate requests accordingly.  

Cost  
Pricing by registration date - the earlier 

you register the more you save! 

Received online by midnight or                    

postmarked on or before: 

 March 15:  $310.00 

 March 16-April 15:  $325.00 

 April 16-May31:  $335.00 

 June 1 & after:  $345.00 

Camp Perkins is a place of action that teaches kids that they CAN. Camp gets kids outside where they 
play and experience teamwork and develop who they are in Christ.  

And camp is REAL...no filter or hashtags needed! 
Summer camp is a much needed break from the academic year where creativity, adventure, thrills, smiles 
and plain old good times are the priority. At Camp Perkins children have the time of their lives in a place set 
apart to experience Christ-centered community in God's creation. Campers have an opportunity to develop 
independence, a sense of self-worth, responsibility, leadership, and most of all, life-long faith in Jesus. 
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