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Worship 

9:00 am  - Sunday   

Communion every 1st & 3rd 

Sunday 

10:15am - Fellowship 

   10:30am -  Bible Study 

 

…………………. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study  

9:30 am   

  

  

 

 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  

For we do not know what to pray for as we ought,  

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us  

with groanings too deep for words.   

And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind 

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 

saints according to the will of God. 

 ~Romans 8:26-27 

 

As I write this brief article, we are with 

family in Destin, Florida, for a week together 

with Laurie’s extended family, the 

Bergerons. We are across the street this 

year from the white-sand beach and ocean 

waters.  

The homebuilder created a spiral staircase 

to the fourth floor observation balcony. 

From it one can 

enjoy the gulf 

breeze and get a 

much better 

perspective of the 

beach and waves. 

The view is far less 

obstructed in every 

direction. Our 

place of standing matters. 

Standing in God’s Presence 

In Jesus you and I have been reconciled to 

God the Father forever. We read, “God has 

done all this. He has restored our relationship 

with him through Christ, and has given us this 

ministry of restoring relationships.”  (~2 

Corinthians 5:18, GW)  

 

Standing is everything. In the right standing 

our perspective and our understanding is 

altered for the good. God’s Word is clear 

that if God is for us, then fear is 

unnecessary. If the Father’s love is ours in 

Jesus, then we can take his hand in the most 

difficult of times for his love will ultimately 

win out for us. 

God Stands with Us 

Knowing that God stands with us because of 

Jesus means we can rest in who he is for he 

is love. As we come to him in prayer, we 

speak to God; even more so, we meditate 

on his words of promise and let him speak 

to us. Paul tells believers in Rome that God’s 

people often do not even know what to ask 

for, but because the 

Spirit of Christ 

dwells in us we are 

assured the Holy 

Spirit speaks for us. 

And the Holy Spirit 

knows precisely what to say and what to ask 

for because he continually intercedes for us 

in the Father’s presence. 

Talk with him today. Oh, and listen, too. 
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WHERE WE STAND 

Speak, Lord. 

I’m listening. 



                         

Pastor’s Report:  Update on Community 

Listening opportunities scheduled to allow 

members to provide feedback on 

congregational life and current/future 

ministries; meetings were held on Thursday, 

June 1 and Friday, June 2, with additional 

opportunities planned when Pastor returns 

from vacation. Pastor and Laurie will be on 

vacation June 13 - 25. In pastor’s absence, 

Dave Van Haaften will preach on June 18 and 

Fred Griffel will preach on June 25. Pastor 

presented an overview of an opportunity to 

participate in the Pastoral Leadership 

Institute, with courses to be offered at St. 

John’s Denver in November 2017, October 

2018, and October 2019. The Board was 

supportive of this opportunity and will work 

with Pastor to address costs for participation 

as well as travel. 

 

Member contacts and Care Units: The 

Board reaffirmed the desire to have the shut-

ins placed back under Care Units; Greg Hula 

has the action to identify the applicable care 

units. 

 

Membership Actions:  The new member 

class will resume upon Pastor’s return from 

vacation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services and Spiritual Life:  

Participation of St John in the summer 

worship service at Little Church in the Pines 

was discussed again; it was agreed that St 

John could support but without participation 

in communion. St. John is tentatively 

scheduled to support COP worship on 

August 13, 2017. 

 

Old Business:  Continued the identification 

of individuals to prayerfully consider serving 

on the Board of Elders during the next term, 

which begins in July, as the terms for three 

current elders will be coming to a close. The 

Board also discussed reaching out to past 

Elders and Deacons to assist with worship 

services in the coming months. 

 

New Business: Dave Van Haaften 

presented a letter of resignation from Calli 

Griffel, who notified the Board that she will 

be retiring at the end of August 2017. The 

Board agreed to notify the congregation at 

the close of worship service on June 11, and 

will begin seeking candidates for new Office 

Manager in the near future (a potential 

candidate was identified by Calli for Board 

consideration).     

 

The next Board of Elders meeting is scheduled 

for July 10, 2017 at 7:00 pm. 

Board of Elders Minutes-June 2017 
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N  E  W   S  E  R  V  I  C  E   
T  I  M  E  
9 : 3 0 A M  

S TA R T I N G  S E P T E M B E R  1 0  

Little Church in the Pines 

St. John will host at the Little Church in 

the Pines in Island Park on Sunday August 

13 at 10:00am.  As a host church, St. John 

is responsible for providing music ushering, 

greeting and serving refreshments. If you 

would like to sing in the choir, contact 

Greg Hula. 
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The Gospel Gazette is a newsletter published for members 

and friends of St. John Lutheran Church. If you do not wish to 

receive a newsletter, please email the church office. The 

deadline for submissions is the 3rd Monday of each month. 

The December/January and July/August are combined 

newsletters. Any article or submission received after the 

deadline cannot be guaranteed to make it into the intended 

issue, and may be either held until the following issue or 

omitted entirely. The editor reserves the right to edit all articles 

and will make every effort to maintain the intent of the article 

consistent with the intent of the author. Please email articles 

to the church office at office@stjohnministries.net 

Contributions   $    15,530.00 

Expenses          $    13,452.34 

Net                  $      2,077.66 

 

BALANCES 

Operating Funds        $     53,987.55 

Non-operating Funds  $     21,917.13 

Benevolent Account  $         812.55 

LCEF Account            $     14,395.98 

Grand Total               $     99,285.43 

This week we learned that our Office Manager, Calli Griffel, will be leaving us, retiring at the end of August.  She will 

be sorely missed.  I suspect many of us do not appreciate the many things she does to make our Congregation 

function smoothly and effectively.  Take time to show her your thanks and appreciation. 

We will need to find a new Office Manager very soon so that Calli’s replacement can absorb as much of her 

knowledge and experience as possible.  We will seek candidates with necessary skills and experience, preferably in 

service to a Christian congregation.  You can assist in this process by spreading the word to friends and 

acquaintances who might have the necessary qualifications. 

 

The Board of Elders will conduct interviews based on a Position Description.  Please direct your comments or 

questions to me or Jeff Petersen, or any Elder. 

Thank you, 

Dave Van Haaften for the Board of Elders 

Finances - May 2017 

We Need YOU! 
The BOD still in need of a Board of Director chairman, treasurer and assistant treasurer, please consider taking on one 

of these positions for a year. More hands make light work! 

  

St. John would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and appreciation for a job well 

done to our outgoing Board of Director chairman, Dan Vetter, treasurer Melanie Mary and 

secretary Melanie Deede and to our outgoing Elders, Greg Hula, Morris Hall and Mandy Hall.   

Your willingness to use your gifts and abilities has strengthened the mission and ministry of this 

church.  For all your time, effort, hard work, please accept the thanks and appreciation of St. John. 

You have truly been a blessing to this congregation!   

 

Job Opening 

Job well done 

mailto:office@stjohnministries.net


 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG thank you to St. John members and 

volunteers who made our VBS a success. 

You opened your homes, gave of your time 

and talents. Your support to this outreach 

ministry of prayer, planning and 

participation was evident.  

Also, a SPECIAL THANK YOU to Deb 

Mueller who made this all happen and to 

Alan Mueller for his support and installing 

the fence. Thank you, Thank You!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  
  

 
 

Page 4 

 Katie Vetter (daughter of Dan & Cheryl Vetter) 

graduated from Idaho Falls High School on June 1st. 

Katie will be attending Idaho State University in the 

fall majoring in Economics. 

 

 Kyra Schroeder (daughter of Rachel and Philip 

Hesse) graduated from Idaho Falls High School on 

June 1st. She will attending Lewis & Clark College in 

in the fall majoring in Criminal Justice. 

July Birthdays 

 

01 Kyra Schoeder 
02 Samuel Strawn 
03 Megan Mary 
 David Van Haaften 
05 Reuben Riddle 
06 Hans Deede 
 Ian Webster 
09 Jaydon Schlenker  
10 Dennis Dunn  
 Alix Dominguez 
13 Tammy Ferguson 
 George Perez 
15 Robert Boozer, Jr 
16  Laverne Carter  
17 Dorothy Johnson 
 Blaine Johnson 
19  Marsha Hackman 
22  Gloria McKinney 
23 Carol Wiemer 
24 Danika Nolan  
25 Al Eberle 
 Tyler Bonnell 
28  Eunice Ehresman 
      Randy Summers 
29  Robert A. Boozer  
 

August Birthdays 

01 Laurie Weems 
02 Lilly Michel 
      Lorna Howell  
     Andrew Thom 
03 David Rigby 
05 Muriel Machovec 
 Stacey Ehresman  
 Ruth Kelsch 
 Don Curran 
06 Matt Hackman 
 Rueben Winter 
07 Cheryl Leonard  
12 Vicki Johnson 
13 Judy Boozer  
15 Kelsey Schlenker  
16  Erik Mincher 
20 Branson Ferguson  
21 Ashley Lahm 
 Rhenda Simon  
22 Pam Eberle  
24 Vicki Curran 
25 Jacob Warren 
 Lynn Winter 
27 Nate Schmid 
28 Mitch Benjamin 
29 Danielle Perez 

Anniversaries +25 
 

July   
Gene & Lynn Winter      45 years 

Kevin & Sheila Keefe       35 years 

Mike & Laura Garcia       37 years 

Mike & Eunice Ehresman 67 years 

 
 
August   
Hans & Lenea Deede   40 years 

Fred & Maxine Meichle  65 years 

Jim & Laverne Carter  56 years    

Dave & Bev Morse   63 years 

Matt & Marsha Hackman  49 years 

Alan & Deb Mueller         43 years  

Jeff & Kellie Petersen         29 years 
 
  
  

***If your birth date and/or anniversary have been omitted, please call the 
Church office at 522-5650 or email office@stjohnministries.net to be sure 
that we have it on record.  

VBS was a HUGE Success 


