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Washington & Jefferson College began its Entrepreneurial  
Studies Program in 1986, employing its liberal arts tradition to cultivate 

the spirit and vision vital to the free enterprise system. The program  
offers students the knowledge, skills and initiative necessary to create  

a new enterprise with specialized entrepreneurial instruction in a variety  
of industries, including the arts and media.

The Entrepreneurial Studies Program was established  
with generous support from Joseph A. Hardy III. Dr. Hardy  

also underwrites annual scholarships for W&J students  
showing great interest and aptitude in entrepreneurship.

the entrepreneurial studies program

www.washjeff.edu



Washington & Jefferson College

cordially invites you to attend the twenty-fifth annual

Entrepreneurial Leadership Dinner

Honoring W&J’s 2011 Entrepreneurs of the Year

Robert M. Beavers, Jr. ’65
and

Lalit Chordia, Ph.D.
Omni William Penn Hotel

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

November 9, 2011

Entrepreneurs of the Year

Reception 5:30 p.m.
Urban Room, Seventeenth Floor

Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Ballroom, Seventeenth Floor

Reply requested by November 2, 2011
(Please note that an RSVP is required.)

Business Attire
$125 per person—$1,250 per table of 10

Robert M. Beavers, Jr. ’65 is the founder, chairman and CEO of Beavers Holdings, LLC, a holding company 
that is comprised of nine companies which he acquired or developed since 1999, including Best Harvest Bakeries and  
Best Diamond Packing. Previously, Beavers worked for 37 years at McDonald’s Corporation, where he rose from a  
part-time crew employee to the head of the Midwestern/Western zones, responsible for several thousand restaurants 
exceeding $5 billion in annual sales. The highest-ranking African-American employee at the company, Beavers also was  
the first African-American elected to the Board of Directors, where he served for 19 years until his retirement. A member  
of the Board of Trustees at Washington & Jefferson College, Beavers attended W&J before earning his bachelor’s  
degree from George Washington University. W&J honored him with a Distinguished Service Award in 1993.

Lalit Chordia, Ph.D., is a pioneer in the areas of research and development, manufacturing, and commercialization  
of green materials processing technology. As co-founder of Suprex Corp., he served as vice president of engineering and 
research and development before founding Thar Technologies. Originally built as four distinct operating divisions, Thar 
expanded operations domestically and internationally, earning a reputation as a world leader in high-pressure process  
and equipment technology. The divisions spun off into separate operating entities and the largest group, which specialized  
in analytical instrumentation for drug development, recently was sold to Waters Corporation. Chordia holds a bachelor’s  
in chemical engineering from the Indian Institute of Technology and a doctorate in chemical engineering from  
Carnegie Mellon University, where he also works as an adjunct research scientist at the Robotics Institute.  
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Judith Hanson O’Toole is the director and chief executive officer of the Westmoreland 
Museum of American Art in Greensburg, Pa. She has published in the field of 19th  
and 20th century American art in journals, museum catalogs and books, and she  

has organized exhibitions of numerous artists and artist groups, including  
American still-life painting, the Ash Can School and the Hudson River School.  

Her most recent publication, “Different Views in Hudson River School Painting,”  
was published by Columbia University Press in 2005.

 Following the reception, you are invited to attend the  
2012 Senior Art Show at the Olin Fine Arts Center.

Attendance is free, but registration is requested.
Please RSVP to Amy Lloyd at 724-223-6075  

or alloyd@washjeff.edu.

Join Us  for an Evening in Honor 
of  Malcolm Parcell

Dr. Tori Haring-Smith invites you to Washington & Jefferson College
for a gallery lecture and reception honoring the life and work of artist Malcolm Parcell.

Monday, April 16, 2012 
7 – 8 p.m.

Malcolm Parcell Room, The Commons
Washington & Jefferson College

Washington, Pennsylvania

Guest Speaker: Judith Hansen O’Toole 
“Malcolm Parcell in the Collection of the Westmoreland Museum of American Art”

S



The Maurice Cleveland Waltersdorf Awards 
for Innovative Leadership

The Maurice Cleveland Waltersdorf Awards for Innovative 
Leadership recognize outstanding alumni and students 
of Washington & Jefferson College who attain a high 

level of achievement and exemplify the spirit and leadership  
qualities manifested by Dr. Maurice C. Waltersdorf, 

who served as professor and chairman of the 
department of economics at the College for 32 years.

HonorIng Frances smith rohrich ’85

Washington & JeFFerson college

DECEmbEr 12, 2011

Waltersdorf awards
The Maurice Cleveland

for Innovative Leadership



An innovative and resourceful leader in the banking industry,  
Frances Smith Rohrich has more than 20 years of experience in  
the areas of human resources, training and development and  
retail banking.

Today, she is a senior leader in Talent Acquisition supporting  
corporate and institutional banking and asset management at PNC  
Financial Services Group. In this role, she leads the hiring efforts  
that advance critical business initiatives at PNC. She also chairs the 
team responsible for developing and driving the recruiting strategy  
for two recent acquisitions.

Previously, Rohrich served as a corporate talent sourcing and  
development manager, responsible for creating a leading-edge  
development program that was introduced corporate-wide.   

Rohrich holds a bachelor’s in business, psychology and sociology  
from Washington & Jefferson College, where she served on the  
Board of Trustees from 1998-2001. She also completed the  
executive human resources program at the University of Michigan.

Washington & Jefferson College 
cordially invites you to attend 

the maurice cleveland Waltersdorf 
awards luncheon

Honoring 2011 alumni recipient 

Frances smith rohrich ’85  

Rivers Club
One Oxford Center 

301 Grant Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Monday, December 12, 2011
Reception at 11:30 a.m.

Lunch at noon
Cost is $20 per person.

Please reply by Monday, December 5.
(Please include check with RSVP.)

For more information, call 724-223-6075 
or e-mail alloyd@washjeff.edu.

Frances smith rohrich ’85 

sam P. gidas, J.D.

Sam P. Gidas is an associate professor and chairman of the 
department of economics and business at Washington & Jefferson  
College, where he has taught for 12 years. 

Previously, he was a partner with the law firm Reed Smith, where 
he practiced for 20 years in the areas of commercial real estate,  
commercial real estate financing and project finance. His areas of  
teaching include business law, corporate finance and economic  
analysis of law.

A graduate of Yale Law School, Gidas also holds master’s degrees  
in business administration and mathematics from the University  
of Pittsburgh. 

Speaker

Award Recipient
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http://www.thenext36.ca/
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