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if I'd been asked to write this 60 years ago without the help of 21st
century technology I'd have been floundering with either a Square italic
fountain pen given to an unenthusiastic (about writing) schoolboy or a
graphos, but | digress - this is to be about the famous liverpool school
of architecture - the LSA - and it's monumental effect on the life of a
particular then rather reluctant prospective architect who’s career came
to be entwined with the famous place - anyway, as can be seen, | now
don’t have to use a T square or a typewriter to set this up...I’

DK80 (dave king) was 18 when he first encoutered the LSA(; thte Ln;ervifrivz) Vc‘;?fn rnao?:;lt‘eniz
d was conducted by a

floor room on the corner of abercromby square an h) ‘how would
ite ¢ ina’ i irst time he’d been addressed as such) .

smart suits. ‘well mr king’ (this was the firs | C : that in his

i iod i hitecture?’ needless to say tha

u describe the decorated period in gothic arc L 0. ' "

‘s,gmewhat incoherent reply a dislike of pointed arches was mentioned and - interview over

e



LSA final for sandy today.gxp_LSA 11/06/2018 14:08 Page 2 @

so without telling anyone he applied to manchester and was accepted to study under prof
RA CORDINGLY - an avowed classicist & author of ‘parallel of the orders’ - perhaps this book
had some influence, but no more so than the presence norman foster in the small studio
group which had settled in a quadrant ended wing of what had been the dental school - so
which exerted the most influence? probably norman who was 5 years older...
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after being award his diploma at the manchester school in ‘62, dave worked initially locally
before heading for london to join deny lasdun - firstly on the university of east anglia, then
the national theatre. moving to arup in 1970, he became project architect for a series of

developments in portsmouth naval base - a lone architect in a multi-disciplinary team of
engineers, surveyors and administrators. the 5 projects completed are still operative...
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by 1978 dave had left arup associates to join the staff of the liverpool school of architecture
over 20 years after his application to study there had been turned down. he was an experi-
enced architect by then and found academic life very unsettling at first. things changed
though - meeting and making friends. vacation jobs for foster and ABK kept him on track
and student relationships proved to be just about the best investment that he ever made....
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in 1988 after 10 years without a major project dave started work (initially for gerald beech) on
the new studio for the liverpool school of architecture. the building - then called the ‘new
studio & galleries’ went on to win RIBA, civic trust & british steel awards - also to be published
internationally - DOMUS/DETAIL/ABITARE/AR/AJ/BD + inclusion in EDITIONS MONITEUR
‘new universities‘ + ‘new british architecture’ - the studio had become an icon for the LSA....
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we moved 10 lark lane - @ small ex shop andy purvis & lee pennett (LSA
raduates) joined in and wé got to work on thé student services centre
(SSC) for adrian simmons the university deputy director of estates. this
project then won as many awards as the new studio. wé did many compe-
titions and were very very close to0 winning in some... james weston came
to work with us, put after years another recession loomed and our univer-
sity work dried up. wé had completed G94 (the new university student guild)
pefore KM came to a virtual standstill- @ very difficult time &s I’'d given up
teaching, put jonathan falkingham another LSA graduate turned property
developér with tom bloxham of urbansplash came to the rescue. thus came
shedkm on the scene-. shedkm - an amalgamation of two practices - james
and | and the falkingham prothers jon & miles founded this new enterprisé
on a sunny afternoon in concert square cating cakes and drinking
capuccinos- a risk? absolutely - put 20 years on shedkm is of the NW’s
most successful award winning practices - now In Jondon hopefully doing
the sameé again with our great liverpool colleagués from the LSA & the LMJU’

‘Everything 1S @ tale. What we pelieve, what Weé know, what we remember, even what
we dream. Everything is a story, @ narrative, @ sequence of events with characters

communicating emotional content. We only accept 83 true what can be narrated. @ .
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