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As we approach the Christmas Season we would like to wish all our
volunteers and friends of Jesus Cares a joyful Christmas as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ .
We would like to thank all our supporters and volunteers for your
continued prayers and support throughout 2016
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Inner City Ministry
The value of the living word
Recently, one Friday night we had a man come up to the van a
bit upset and asking if we had a Bible. I said “yes”, I went and
gave him a Bible.
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I was surprised that it was the first thing that he asked for and with a sense of
urgency. I asked him why he needed a Bible. He told me that recently, his bag was
stolen as he slept at Central Station and his Bible was taken, “I read the Bible an
hour every day” he explained he missed it and needed to read the Word daily.
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I was somewhat amazed by the fact that one of our street friends had such a
devotion to the word of God as many who come to us, want food and a hot drink,
but, Paul wanted spiritual food more than earthly food.
Yet I should not be so amazed as we know a good number of those who we serve on
streets openly express to us their faith in Jesus.
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Paul has since told me that his faith is everything and that “I’ll never throw away
my faith in God”.
I was deeply touched as it was a reminder as to why Jesus Cares Volunteers go out
on to the streets weekly, to connect with those God has reached, to help and support
them unto maturity in the fullness of Christ!
We are so, blessed with the volunteers that the Lord has drawn to the ministry that
represent Him well and to see them grow closer as a team blesses me immensely.
Michael

www.Jesuscares.net

Volunteering in the city—
breakfast for the homeless.
Thanks to amazing volunteers
who get up early to prepare
and serve.

Lalor Park Op-shop and mini food bank
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The Op Shop continues to be an essential part of this area, the mini Food Bank we
run makes it a very vibrant place. Lalor Park is very close to Blacktown and is an area of high
unemployment, with many receiving Centrelink benefits.
We get the bulk of food supplies from Foodbank NSW, bread, groceries, some fresh fruit and
vegetables, but also with our freezers, we are able to supply meat and a variety of frozen
foods. We are able to assist families living on the margins with low cost food, with some free
items. Our problem continues to be lack of space. We continue to look out for a larger shop in
the Lalor park Shops.
With more people coming into the shop, this means people sharing their issues and their problems,
spending time with them and praying with them.
So what the Op shop offers is an essential service to a Community that has great needs, not only physical
but emotional and spiritual.
We feel that God has located us in this community for His purposes and we are doing our best to serve
Him through serving those he sends to us.
We do life at the Op Shop and sometimes it gets tough.
Recently one of those who regularly come to the Op Shop died of Leukaemia. His name was William. I
was able to be with William and pray with him just before he died.
William and his mum Karen not only came to the shop but also attended the Bible Study and prayer group
that we run each Tuesday night at the shop.
There are just some lives that when we look back we know they were special. Some people may not have
built empires or had statutes erected in their honour, but nonetheless they had an undeniable impact in the
hearts of those that were blessed to be around them.
William was one of those special souls.
John Crawford

Sunday Fellowship Meeting
Each Sunday at 4 pm a team of volunteers and musicians gather together at “Street Level” (upstairs at the
salvation army premises) on the corner of Crown and Albion Street in the city. We have a time of praise
and worship followed by a short message and then a hot meal. Many of those who attend call it their
church. On average about 30 people come, sometimes more sometimes less.
At the Sunday meeting we have the privilege of being involved in the lives of people who may find it
difficult attending established churches. We all need to know the acceptance and the love of God and this
is the reason many of our people come to Jesus Cares.
On any given Sunday, those who come may be transsexual, gay, homeless, poor , addicted or very
marginalised by society.
They come because they know we will love them and accept them just as they are .We cannot change them
but God can and does.
When we have communion it is amazing the number who come out and take it. Most have a relationship
with Jesus of some kind and the more they come the more we are able to show them who Jesus really is.
When you get to know them better you realise the sort of family background they have and begin to
understand the dysfunction that has being part of forming their lives.

Volunteers at a Sunday meeting

RIP
Recently one of our regular attendees, Raymond died and we were
able to go his funeral. This man lived a long life and died at 83. He
lived in a St Vincent de Paul home and managed to get around the
city on a walker, catching buses and trains. In spite of difficulty
climbing the stairs Raymond was a regular attendee at our Sunday
meeting. He knew God and loved the Bible study we hold at the end
of the service.
.We all were blessed to know him and input into his life.

Lakemba Book Table (South West Sydney)
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A young woman came up to the book table in the company of a Muslim woman with a child.
Whilst enjoying a sandwich the young woman asked me if the religion of Islam and the religion of Christianity were
the same. In the hearing of the Muslim woman I said no, they were not the same.
The young woman came back later by herself and we were able to talk to her and try to explain the differences. She
said she needed to find out more about Jesus and we gave her the 'Jesus book'. This young woman is befriending the
Muslim woman who is going through a marriage breakup. Please pray that she finds out who the real Jesus is.
One of our volunteers saw an older lady who looked unwell sitting on the bench just opposite us. She asked her if she
would like a cup of tea, she was grateful for it. Afterwards she moved to the bus shelter and our volunteer went up to
her and asked if she could pray for her. She said yes and after the prayer the lady looked across to the Jesus Cares sign
and said she was thankful that we cared.
A young Muslim man came and said he had been involved with Christians who prayed for him and he was amazed
that as they prayed for him they appeared to have knowledge about him that he had not told them.
We were able to explain that the Christian who had prayed for him had the gift of knowledge, one of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. He was very attentive as I explained how we believe in a personal God and have a relationship with God
through Jesus and that we had the assurance of salvation. Please pray for him that he finds the truth.
A young woman came to the table, she said she was from Persia ( Iran) and said she was a Muslim but loved Jesus.
We talked to her and gave her numbers of resources, the 'Jesus book', the Jesus video and a Bible in Farsi-her own
language.
All of these people need a touch from the true God and many we have come in contact with are seeking to find the
truth. Please pray for those who come and for us as we serve them.
Elwyn

Macquarie Mall, Liverpool (South West Sydney)
We continue to serve on the streets in Liverpool with joy.
We have our group of regular visitors to the table now as well as those whom we see occasionally, or sometimes only
once.
It is so important that we minister in the way Jesus had instructed – we have received freely so we give freely without
expecting anything in return.
The Lord continues to bless us with many a smiling face and friendly greeting from those who pass by on their way to
work.
We are so thankful for the box of Bibles (New King James Version) we received from the Salvation Army,
Macquarie Fields in October and have been distributing them freely to passers-by.
We are looking forward to when the Macquarie Mall renovations are complete in December and seating may provide
us with an opportunity to sit, as well as listen and provide hope to those we minister to who are broken and often
marginalised by society.
David
Praying for healing at Sunday afternoon
meeting

Christmas is a wonderful time to share with those who are less
fortunate.
You might prayerfully consider financially supporting Jesus Cares
Ministry with a special Christmas donation. You are also very welcome to
attend our Christmas Celebrations-see below.

Christmas Celebrations:
Inner City Ministry- Sunday 11th December 4pm at the Salvation Army Street Level Premises We
will be serving a hot meal, with gifts for everyone who comes.
Lalor Park- Sunday 18th December, around 4pm in the park opposite the Freeman St Shops

Volunteers
To register your interest as a volunteer
please call Michael Smith 0405 159 623
We always need volunteers on a Sunday
afternoon roster at Street Level help with
serving coffee and hot meal. Call Elwyn if you
can help on Sunday.

Meeting and Ministry Times
Inner City Ministry
Breakfast for rough sleepers around Central Station. Thurs leave at 6am from Eastwood start serving at
7am in the city

Van Ministry every Friday and Saturday night-meet at the Ministry Centre 6 pm to prepare food, have a time of
fellowship and praise and worship before setting out to the city in the Jesus Cares van.

Sunday Afternoon Fellowship every Sunday Afternoon (4pm – 6pm), at the Salvation Army Street level
Premises, corner Crown and Albion Streets, Surry Hills. Volunteers always needed to help with service of tea and
coffees and a hot meal.
Threads of Hope Op Shop-Shop 3 Freeman Street Lalor Park ring John Crawford 0415 803 000

