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Year to Date Stats
(Jan-Oct):
 Number of people served
food: 6,227
 Number of adults
receiving food: 3,986
 Number of children
receiving food: 2,241
 Number of new families:
174
 Number of clothing
items given out: 30,094
 Number of household
items given out: 21,046
 Number of new baby
layettes provided: 22
 Number of Off to School
Smiling Kits: 233

Christmas is just around
the corner and you can
feel the buzz at Stratford
House of Blessing.
Emotions are high, as
people who have struggled
this past year wonder how
they are going to provide a
special Christmas for their
loved ones.
We are honoured that we
can help people in need
through the support of
churches, individuals and
community groups.
Each year we have a
number of groups who do
toy drives for us. The
largest is the Stratford
Chamber of Commerce
who collects toys at their
Business After 5. You will
also see Festival
Marketplace collecting for

our younger clients
through Toys for Tots.
Last year, 558 children
were recipients of our
Christmas Toy Program.
This number includes
children and
grandchildren.
We have already started
sign-ups for our Christmas
Toy Program and the
Kiwanis Christmas Baskets.

 Donate a new toy
 Donate funds so we

can purchase toys,
where we have gaps
 Hold a toy drive
 Volunteer
 Sponsor a family
Thanks for all the ways you
help year round, so that
families who are having a
difficult year can still
celebrate the holidays with
their loved ones.

Each year we also have
groups who like to sponsor
a family. We try to match
the family based on the
requests of our donors.
If you would like to get
involved in our Christmas
Programs here are the
ways you can help:
Theresa McMurray,
Executive Director

Empty Bowls a Great Success!
We just held our 7th
Annual Empty Bowls
Dinner and Art &
Adventure Auction on
November 3, 2017.

Pirie Mitchell wow us with
his talents as an
auctioneer. We thank Pirie
for donating his time and
expertise to us!

We were very excited to,
for the 1st time, have Rev.

The entrees, breads and
desserts were more

delicious than ever. The
art was outstanding. We
have so many people and
businesses who helped
make this event a great
success!
Continued on Page 4
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Monthly Giving A ‘Win-Win’ for Donors and House of Blessing
1. Donations are Easier:
donors only need to fill
out one simple form
and donations are
automatic. This
reduces the number of
asks and reduces the
time spent on manual
donations
2. Increased Donations:
by giving a smaller
amount in monthly
pre-authorized
payments, this often
leads to an overall
increase in donations
per year

3. Lower Administration
Costs: processing of
donations and mailing
costs are reduced and
therefore more funds can
be focused on our mission
4. Peace of Mind: a
predictable and stable
income stream will ensure
that Stratford House of
Blessing can budget
accordingly and know that
they have the capital
needed for larger expenses

5. Better Communication: we
will be better able to
communicate how the
funds have been spent
instead of putting all of our
communication efforts into
making requests
6. Younger Donors: monthly
giving is more attractive to
younger donors who are
our donors of tomorrow
7. Environmentally Friendly:
less paper!

For more information about how monthly donations can work for
you and/or your church, please contact Laurie Ann, our Finance
Coordinator at finance@shob.org or 519-273-3433 ext. 203
or give online at www.shob.org.

Calendar of Events

For more info visit shob.org or email us at info@shob.org

Event

Details

Description

Passport to Savings on
Sale

Purchase at Marlin Travel, Stratford
House of Blessing, or the Stratford
Market

Pick up your Stratford Passport to Savings and
support 3 local charities. These make excellent
Christmas gifts.

Christmas Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner

Dec. 1, 2017 at 5:30 pm

Let’s honour our volunteers and celebrate
Christmas with caroling, turkey dinner and more!

Carolfest

Dec. 2, 2017 at 7:00 pm

Stratford Christian Reform Church

Avondale United Church
Christmas Holiday Food
Drive

Dec. 8, 2017 until Christmas

Amazing music by symphonies and choral
singers, collection for House of Blessing

Help us fill the food bank by filling the truck and
bus at local grocery stores or drop off your
Dec. 9, 2017 Food Basics & Zehrs 10-3
donation in food bins and at House of Blessing
Dec. 16, 2017 No Frills 10-3
M-F 8:30-4:30. You can also donate a toonie at the
till at Zehrs and No Frills.
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Our Funding
Our funding is primarily made up
of donations from individuals,
churches and local businesses.
We are a charity who runs independently and locally. We are not
under the umbrella of any fundraising organizations or national
charities. When you donate to us,
your funds are used locally to help
out your neighbours.

Page 3

We are thankful that many
churches consider us a
mission partner and continue
to include us in their annual
budget* and giving
campaigns.
Thank you for partnering with
us as we strive to be a beacon
of hope and safe place of
comfort for those in need in
our community.

* If you have not completed your 2018
annual budget, please consider donating on
a monthly or quarterly basis.

Current Grant Projects
We have a lot on the go at
Stratford House of Blessing:
Jumpstart: We have sports
funding available for qualifying
families with children aged 4+.
Kiwanis: Young Children Priority
One: This funding combined with
funds from the Baby Bottle
Campaign helps us create the new
baby layettes. They also provide a
board book for each hamper.
Stratford Perth Community
Foundation: We will be
renovating the flooring in our food
bank. Currently the tile is peeling
away and difficult to clean. The
new flooring will be dent-free,
industrial strength and easy to
clean.

AREAS we are currently
seeking funding:
Community Social Investment
Fund:

 Concrete pad to level

Food Bank—Contributes to our
ability to cover costs associated
with running a food bank
(transportation, refrigeration,
maintenance, packaging, and
purchases).

 Parking lot repaving

Diapers and Formula for Perth
County—Stratford House of
Blessing administers this grant so
that children across Perth County
can receive diapers and formula
each month.
Union Gas —Helping Hands in
Action: Staff from Festival Hydro
will come and paint our food
bank, clothing rooms and banged
up doors so that House of Blessing
is a more welcoming place for
people who come for help..

our hydraulic lift
 Healthy snack packs for

kids
 Additional protein for

food bank recipients
 Delivery/Pick-up Van
 Additional carts,

shelving and portable
food conveyor
If you are aware of grants
or have access to grant
funds please let us know
by calling 519-273-3433
ext. 202 or emailing
resources@shob.org.
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A Story of Hope
“I have the pleasure of
giving the new moms a
baby basket for their
newborn babies. It
makes a huge difference
to the new mom. Several
times I have had a new
mom come in for food or
clothing because they just
can’t make ends meet.
They are discouraged
and tired. When they are
given the basket with
“brand new” items you
can see a change in them,
they are smiling, excited
and you can see hope
returning. Some women
cry, some laugh with joy,

Volunteer Spotlight
“I was having a rough time at
home and at the young age of 17,
I moved out. I had a few bags of
clothes a toothbrush and a
Grant Projects
hairbrush
and that was it. I was
homeless for two weeks and
wouldn’t of been able to afford
food if I didn’t have good friends
and House of Blessing. I now have
my own home, a steady job and a
newly rebuilt relationship with my
parents.
I had just lost my co-op due to
personal things going on in my
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some just smile, however
all of them show gratitude
and are thankful! It
blesses me to see these new
families so happy and
thankful, to witness people
changed by the simple act
of giving.”

Molly MacDonald, intake coordinator at House of Blessing

“It was really nice. I felt a
little overwhelmed. Those
baskets were packed and
had everything. My
pregnancy was bad so I
didn’t have everything and
this meant I didn’t have to
run out to the store. It
helped me because I thought
I was having a girl and found
out it was a boy but then I
was sick, so I went in the
hospital that last month.
When in the hospital I
couldn’t get what I needed.
It was just really nice and I
was so overwhelmed and
don’t even have the words to
explain how much it helped.”

The New Baby Layette Program is funded through the Baby Bottle
Campaign and Festival City Kiwanis’ Young Children Priority One Grant.

We are always seeking volunteers. If you are interested in helping,
then we have a place for you. Call 519-273-3433 ext. 204 and ask
for Sandy or email her at volunteer@shob.org.
life. House of Blessing welcomed
me and kept me on track to my
college education. Upon
completing co-op, I was offered a
fulltime position under a student
grant. Living on your own at such
a young age is difficult but with
the resources and support from

“House of Blessing
has been a blessing
to me.”

House of Blessing, I can use the
foodbank for food and I never
have to worry about not having
clothing for occasions. House of
Blessing has been a blessing to
me.”
This young woman no longer
needs the support of Stratford
House of Blessing.
She is now working on her second
year at Fanshawe College, has a
part-time job, and returned to
her passion, ringette!
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Empty Bowls
What does it take to make Empty
Bowls a success? A lot of time,
commitment and support.
This year we had over 100 bowl
painters; some painted cases of
bowls for the event plus auction
items and then volunteered at the
event as well.
Some of these painters discovered
artistic gifts they never knew they
had, others found it relaxed them,
some were so excited to paint
they were laying awake thinking
of new ways they could paint a
bowl. These dedicated artists
want to start painting as early as
January!
The event is not only about fine
art, we also celebrate our culinary
artists. This year we can thank all
of these local chefs, caterers and
bakers for donating their food,
time and talents.
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Food Donated By:
Bijou: a culinary gem
Black Angus Bakery & Catering
Brenda's Place & Bakery
County Food Co.
Downie Street Bakehouse
Fellini’s
Foster’s Inn
Honey Tree Patisserie
Keystone Alley
Linley's: a food shop
Madelyn’s Diner
Mercer
Molly Blooms
Passion Flour Specialty Bakery
Pazzo Taverna + Pizzeria
Revival House
Tea Leaves
The Boar's Head
The Butcher and The Baker
The County Food Co.
The HUB
The Mill Stone Restaurant
To Bean or Not To Bean
The Parlour Inn
York St. Kitchen on Erie

Factory163 donated the painting
space. Other donors to note:
Flower’s on York donated
beautiful table arrangements,
WestJet donated a Gift of Flight,
VIA Rail donated a travel voucher
and Scott Wishart photographed
our auction pieces.
Our sponsors ensured that 100%
of funds raised support House of
Blessing. Thank you to our
sponsors!
Platinum Sponsors: Purolator,
The Millstone Restaurant and
Video Plus Books + CDs
Silver Sponsors: Libro Credit
Union and Mark’s Work
Wearhouse
Bronze Sponsors: Accountable
Automotive Inc., Bickell’s
Flooring, City of Stratford, Finnbilt
General Contracting Ltd., Hoskin
Feed and Country Store, Orr
Insurance & Investment and
Strickland’s
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Stratford House of Blessing
423 Erie Street
Stratford ON N5A 2N3
Phone: 519-273-3433
Fax: 519-273--8820
E-mail: info@shob.org
Charitable #:
119200020RR0001
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All programs and services are free…
to people in need in our community.
Visit us online!
www.shob.org

Please consider monthly giving!

Office Hours:
Mon. to Fri. 8:30 to 4:30
Food Bank Hours: Tues. to Thurs. 10:00 to Noon and 1:00 to 3:00
Clothing Rooms: Tues. to Thurs. 10:00 to Noon and 1:00 to 4:00

We strategically partner with the community year round.
Ask us how you can help!

Project
And
Event
Sponsorship

Grant Seeking

Bowl
Painting

Hunger
Awareness
Week

Christmas
Food Drive

Catan For
A Cause
Tournament

Off to School
Smiling
Campaign

Hockey For
Hunger

Christmas
Toy Drive

Spring Silent
Auction

Prayer
Requests

Farm Tax
Credit

Christmas
Giving

Every Plate
Full Campaign

Church
And
Community
Presentations

Baby Bottle
Campaign

Community
Thanksgiving
Food Drive

Sponsor A
Family For
Christmas

Clothing
Drive

Volunteer
Recruitment

Presentations
To Board of
Directors

City Wide
Food Drive

Empty Bowls
Dinner
And Auctions

3rd Party
Fundraisers

Spring
Food Drive

Buy Local
Share Local

Passport
To Savings

Food
Redistribution
Program

