
CAUSE NO. DC-16-07364 
 

ROYCE B. WEST, §  IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 Plaintiff/Counter-Defendant, § 
  § 
v.   § 101st  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
  § 
DESMOND D. BRYANT, § 
 Defendant/Counter-Plaintiff. §  DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS 

  Bryant’s Original Counterclaim Against Royce B. West 
 

This counterclaim arises from Counter-Defendant, Royce B. West’s (“West”) bad faith 

actions, misrepresentations and abuse of his attorney-client relationship with Counter-Plaintiff, 

Desmond D. Bryant (“Bryant”).  Bryant will show that Royce West breached the professional 

and fiduciary duties he owed to Bryant, all for the benefit of Royce West and his “business 

associates” and to Bryant’s substantial detriment.   

Factual Background 

1. Starting in or about 2010, Royce West acted as Bryant’s attorney, representative 

and advisor in managing many of Bryant’s business, legal, financial and personal affairs. 

Because of the fiduciary relationship between them, Bryant relied on and reposed the utmost 

trust and confidence in Royce West and certainly expected West to be loyal to Bryant and to act 

in Bryant’s best interests. Royce West knew that Bryant trusted and relied on him. However, 

instead of fulfilling the role of “trusted advisor”, Royce West capitalized on Bryant’s notoriety 

and hard-earned success to improperly line his own pockets and those of his business associates.   

Royce West Installs One of His Cronies to be In 
Charge of Bryant’s Finances 

 
2. One of West’s “business associates” was a man named David Wells (“Wells”).  

Wells was a bail bondsman with a “shady” history including, among other things, allegations 

Tonya Pointer

FILED
DALLAS COUNTY

7/18/2016 1:28:14 PM
FELICIA PITRE

DISTRICT CLERK



  ___________________________________ 
  BRYANT’S ORIGINAL COUNTERCLAIM 
  PAGE 2 OF 8 

concerning misappropriation of funds.1 Notably, in 2010 alone, Royce West’s friend, David 

Wells, had over $1,000,000 in judgments pending against him.  Nevertheless, Royce West 

recommended his friend to manage certain of Bryant’s financial affairs. 

3. Despite the fact that West knew or should have known of Wells’ dubious past, 

Royce West recommended to Bryant that David Wells manage certain of Bryant’s finances and 

collect payments from Bryant’s endorsement deals. Bryant relied on Royce West’s 

representations and recommendation about turning over his affairs to David Wells, as evidenced 

by, among other things, Bryant: (i) giving Wells a Power of Attorney; (ii) giving Wells signatory 

power on Bryant’s bank accounts; and (iii) otherwise allowing Wells to act on Bryant’s behalf.  

In other words, Royce West orchestrated Bryant turning over his financial affairs to a Bail 

Bondsman with over $1,000,000 in judgments against him – a man who couldn’t satisfy those 

judgments – and who was in desperate straights for money himself. 

Royce West Acts as Director for Dez I Enterprises, Set up by David Wells 

4. Royce West also assisted David Wells in forming and entity called Dez I 

Enterprises, Inc. (“Dez Enterprises”), an entity for which both Wells and Royce West served as 

Directors. Wells used Dez Enterprises to attract marketing and endorsement deals using Bryant’s 

name, image and likeness. Then, West would instruct endorsement companies and others to make 

payments for any endorsement agreements to Wells, not Bryant. Many of these payments 

stopped at Wells and/or West, but never reached Bryant. 

Royce West Gets Bryant to Lease His House and Has David Wells Manage It 

5. Further evidence of the close relationship between Royce West and David Wells 

extends to Royce West’s rental house at issue in this lawsuit.  Royce West owns that rental house 

                                                 
1 http://deadspin.com/5331938/michael-crabtrees-adviser-has-quite-the-shady-history   
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and was looking for a tenant who could pay him a large rent amount.  Royce West not only 

conveniently leased his rental house to Bryant  – further increasing West’s monetary gain – but 

also allowed David Wells to operate as his de facto property manager responsible for, among 

other things, performing or supervising property repairs and collecting mail.   

6. As further evidence of Royce West’s bad faith and unclean hands, he sought to 

exert pressure on Bryant and interfere with his employment relationship by calling the Dallas 

Cowboys about issues concerning West’s rental house which are the subject of this suit, even 

though such was a private dispute between Royce West and Bryant.   

Royce West Refuses to Even Provide Copies of Bryant’s Own Documents 

7. After Royce West’s wrongful acts began to surface, Bryant found new legal 

counsel to represent him. Naturally, Bryant needed to get copies of the legal work and other 

documents that Royce West had and for which Royce West had been paid large legal fees.  On 

February 19, 2015, Bryant’s new representatives informed Royce West that Bryant had 

terminated the Power of Attorney he had previously given to Wells. Bryant’s representatives also 

asked Royce West to return all documents related to Bryant, Dez Enterprises, and any other 

businesses involving Bryant. This is a standard request and one with which attorneys normally 

comply.  Instead, Royce West refused to turn over Bryant’s documents despite his legal and 

ethical obligations to return his client’s documents pursuant to, among other rules, Rules 1.14(b) 

and 1.15(d) of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct.  

8. On March 17, 2015, Bryant’s representatives again demanded that Royce West 

return all documents related to Bryant and his businesses. In response, Royce West remarkably 

claimed that he had limited documents concerning Bryant and did not have any records 
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concerning Dez Enterprises, despite being a director of the company begging the question of 

what does Royce West have to hide?  

9. In the end, Wells—the financial manager hand-picked by Royce West—

absconded with over $200,000 of money owed to Bryant under endorsements and other 

agreements. For his part, Royce West and his law firm, West & Associates, L.L.P, received over 

$300,000 in compensation from Bryant while Royce West simultaneously was breaching his 

fiduciary duties and other obligations to Bryant. 

Royce West’s Breaches of His Fiduciary Duties 

10. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference. 

11. As Bryant’s attorney, West owed Bryant fiduciary duties of loyalty; utmost good 

faith; to refrain from self-dealing; to act with integrity of the strictest kind; to deal fairly and 

honestly; to act with absolute perfect candor, openness, and honesty, without any concealment or 

deception; and to act with integrity and fidelity. Bryant was counting on Royce West to look out 

for Bryant’s best interests.   

12. As described above, Royce West breached his fiduciary duties owed to Bryant by, 

among other things, devising a scheme to wrongfully take money out of Bryant’s pockets by 

entrusting Bryant’s finances to one of Royce West’s cronies, for the benefit of Royce West and 

his “business associates”. Those breaches caused Bryant economic damages and out-of-pocket 

losses, which Bryant seeks to recover from West. Also, Bryant requests that the Court place a 

constructive trust on all proceeds, funds, or property obtained as a result of West’s breach of his 

fiduciary duties, and that West forfeit all fees wrongfully obtained.  
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Negligence by Royce West 

13. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference. 

14. Royce West had a duty to act with reasonable care toward Bryant by, among other 

things, disclosing and correctly representing material information, and acting in good faith and 

with due diligence in selecting a financial advisor for Bryant.   

15. As explained above, Royce West breached his duties to Bryant, which 

proximately caused Bryant’s injuries and economic damages.     

Gross Negligence by Royce West 

16. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference. 

17. Royce West’s breach of his duties to Bryant amounts to gross negligence. West’s 

actions and omissions, when viewed objectively from his standpoint at the time they occurred, 

involved an extreme degree of risk, considering the probability and magnitude of the potential 

harm to Bryant.  

18. Royce West had actual, subjective awareness of the risks to Bryant but proceeded 

with conscious indifference to Bryant’s rights and welfare.  

Negligent Misrepresentation by Royce West 

19. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference.  

20. Based on the parties’ relationship, Royce West had a duty to disclose material 

information that would affect Bryant’s interest. West breached his duty by not using reasonable 

care to obtain or communicate the information, and also, by concealing or failing to disclose 

material information to Bryant.   

21. Royce West knew Bryant did not know and did not have an equal opportunity to 

discover the facts. Yet, West chose to be deliberately silent when he had a duty to speak.  
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22. Bryant justifiably relied on Royce West’s concealment and nondisclosure, which 

caused Bryant’s injuries and economic damages.    

Fraud by Royce West 

23. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference.  

24. West made material, false representations to Bryant regarding, among other 

things, the parties’ relationship, David Wells, and Bryant’s finances. When West made the 

representations, West knew the representations were false or West made them recklessly, as a 

positive assertion, and without knowledge of the truth.  

25. West made the representations with the intent that Bryant act on them. In fact, 

Bryant justifiably relied on the representations, which caused his damages. West’s acts and 

omissions caused Bryant economic damages and out-of-pocket losses, which Bryant seeks to 

recover from West. Also, Bryant requests that the Court place a constructive trust on all 

proceeds, funds or property obtained as a result of Royce West’s wrongful conduct.  

Fraud by Nondisclosure  

26. All of the above factual allegations are incorporated by reference.  

27. Royce West concealed from or failed to disclose certain facts to Bryant regarding, 

among other things, the parties’ relationship, David Wells, and Bryant’s finances. The facts were 

material and Royce West had a duty to disclose the facts to Bryant.  

28. Royce West knew that Bryan was ignorant of the facts and did not have an equal 

opportunity to discover the facts. However, Royce West was deliberately silent when he had a 

duty to speak.  

29. By failing to disclose the facts, Royce West intended to induce Bryant to take 

some action or refrain from acting, including without limitation, trusting David Wells to manage 
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Bryant’s finances. Bryant justifiably relied on Royce West’s nondisclosure, and was injured as a 

result of acting without the knowledge of the undisclosed facts.  

30. Royce West’s acts and omissions caused Bryant economic damages and out-of-

pocket losses, which Bryant seeks to recover from West. Also, Bryant requests that the Court 

place a constructive trust on all proceeds, funds, or property obtained as a result of West’s 

wrongful conduct. 

Exemplary Damages Against Royce West 

31. The intentional conduct by West, described above, was long in the planning and 

was wanton, done with bad faith and malice with full knowledge of the injury it would cause to 

Bryant, and also constitutes fraud. Moreover, West was grossly negligent in his acts and 

omissions towards Bryant. Such malicious and reckless conduct justifies an award of exemplary 

damages in addition to the actual damages incurred by Bryant for which it seeks recovery. 

PRAYER 

 Wherefore, Counter-Plaintiff, Desmond D. Bryant prays: 

1. for a trial on the merits, judgment in his favor on all causes of action; 

2. for actual damages; 

3. for a constructive trust to be placed on all proceeds, funds and property 

received in breach of West’s fiduciary duties;  

4. for forfeiture of all fees obtained in breach of Royce West’s fiduciary duties;  

5. for costs of court; 

6. for pre- and post-judgment interest at the maximum rate allowed by law; 

7. reasonable and necessary attorneys’ fees;  

8. for exemplary damages; and 
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9. for such other and further relief to which they may be entitled at law or equity. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
REED SMITH, LLP 
 
/s/  Kenneth E. Broughton    
Kenneth E. Broughton 
State Bar No. 03087250 
Michael H. Bernick 
State Bar No. 24078227 
811 Main Street, Suite 1700 
Houston, Texas   77002-6110 
Telephone:  713.469.3819 
Telecopier:  713.469.3899 
kbroughton@reedsmith.com 
mbernick@reedsmith.com  
 
ATTORNEYS FOR  
DEFENDANT/COUNTER-PLAINTIFF 
DESMOND BRYANT 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is to certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing instrument has been served 
by electronic transmission on this the 18th day of July, 2016, on all counsel of record.  

 
G. Michael Gruber 
Trey H. Crawford 
Priya A. Bhaskar  
GRUBER ELROD JOHANSEN HAIL SHANK LLP 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 2500 
Dallas, Texas  75202 
mgruber@getrial.com 
tcrawford@getrial.com 
pbhaskar@getrial.com  
 

 
/s/ Kenneth E. Broughton   
Kenneth E. Broughton  

 

 

 


