
This week we’re talking about Palm Sunday, 
choosing to follow Jesus, and Good Friday. 

 TODAY’S BIBLE VERSES: Matthew 21:1-11

 KEY WORDS: Palm Sunday, Jesus is king

 BEFORE today’s lesson:
• Make sure you have all the materials you need 

for the ‘Welcome Zone’ and ‘Fun Zone’ activities.
• Gather together all the required ingredients for 

‘Grub Zone’.
• Have enough Kidzone magazines for every child!
• Print off the ‘Beyond the Zone’ cards

 When preparing 

your program, consider 

each of the ‘zones’ and 

how they will best 

work in your context. 

You may like to mix 

up the order in which 

you do the ‘zones’. 

You will, however, 

need to remember 

the ‘Welcome Zone’ 

(obviously) needs to 

start the session, the 

‘Zone In’ section needs to follow the 

‘God Zone’, and the ‘Beyond the Zone’ 

happens at home. Have fun!

 MAKE a treat to eat with your family with our hot cross buns. Everyone can roll 
their own buns and put crosses on them. An alternative is to bake a batch of 
cupcakes and pipe crosses on them. A ziplock or plastic bag with the corner snipped 
off makes a perfect piping bag.

 MAKE our donkey on page 10. If you don’t have foam balls, you could use cardboard 
cylinders. You can use your donkey as you tell the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem in ‘God Zone”.

 READ Oliver’s message out loud: 

Did you know that donkeys have incredible memories? They can remember places 
they’ve been, or other donkeys they were with up to 25 years ago. The donkey who 
carried Jesus on his way to Jerusalem through the cheering crowds on Palm Sunday 
must have remembered such a special journey for decades to come!

Sometimes, though, our memories let us down. We can all be a bit forgetful 
sometimes, right? I know I am! I might forget ‘small’ things like making my bed in the 
morning or taking my drink bottle to school. But there’s one ‘ big’ thing I sometimes 
forget too: that Jesus loves me and wants to be my friend. I don’t ever want to forget 
that!

So how do we fight forgetfulness? Reminders! Celebrating Easter each year reminds 
us of Jesus’ amazing life and God’s love for all people. Learning more and more 
about Jesus by reading the Bible and going to church makes it harder to forget about 
him, too.

 DO the donkey quiz on page 3 with the family for a bit of fun! How many of the 
questions did you and the kids get right?

 LOOK at the cartoon on pages 4 and 5.

 
04
APR
2020

Choose an 
activity, 
based on 
the theme, 
to do in 
smaller 
groups. 



Visit our website for more info (and heaps of fun), 
www.kidzonemag.com.au/kz-club

Sign up to KZ Club online and the leaders’ guide will be 
delivered to your inbox every week—amazing! 

Email a picture of your group to cheryl.tinker@salvationarmy.org.au
*Please get permission from parents before sending photos and include  
a copy of signed parental consent for Kidzone to print image.

        We’d love to see some photos of your Kidzone Club members 
enjoying the activities to include in the Kidzone magazine! 

 READ the story of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem in Matthew 21:1-11 (or Mark 
11:1-11, Luke 19: 29-44 or John 12:12-19.

 CHAT to the children about how exciting this time must have been for the people who 
saw Jesus come into Jerusalem. In Bible times, people would wave palm branches 
when celebrities such as kings rode through their town. This is what happened to 
Jesus. He was so popular. 

 READ Sam’s message on page 14.

 ASK the children if they know what happened to Jesus just a few days later.

 TALK to them about how those cheers changed to jeers and how Jesus was arrested. 
Talk to them about how people turned against Jesus, even though just a few days 
earlier they had waved palm branches to welcome him. Explain how Jesus was 
arrested and a big crowd of people were given the choice by the government to free 
Jesus or to free a criminal called Barabbas. Who do they think the crowd chose to 
free?

 CHAT about how we have to make a choice about Jesus, too. We can choose to follow 
Jesus and make him the king of our lives, or we can choose to be like the people who 
turned against him

 EXPLAIN that some of the people who were following Jesus didn’t understand 
why Jesus had come to earth. They thought that he had come to set up an earthly 
kingdom, but his kingdom is in heaven.  

 Jesus was put on the cross to die, so that all the wrong things we and everyone 
else have done are forgiven. That’s how much Jesus loves us. If we choose to follow 
Jesus, we can be part of his heavenly kingdom — that’s what eternal life means.

 PRAY: Father, we thank you that Jesus was willing to be lifted up on the cross so 
that we might have eternal life. 
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