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A
hu

ro
a

Sc
ho

ol
2016 
TERM ONE 
NEWSLETTER

My first taste of the Ahuroa community was at last year’s 
Fair Feast and Fireworks night.  I left feeling so incredibly 
excited that in just two sleeps time, I was going to have the 
opportunity to become an integral part of such an amazing 
school and community.  A year down the track, despite 
having experienced the realities of organising the Fair, I can 
safely say that my feelings have only grown stronger.  I’d like 
to say a MASSIVE thank you to everyone who supported 
our 2016 Fair, Feast and Fireworks night.  Together we 
managed to raise over $10,000.  This considerable amount 
will have a huge impact on our fantastic little school and 
community.  While we are all in awe of our PTFA, I know 
this could not have been achieved without your support.

In relation to both ourselves and our community, our Board, 
our staff and our students are exploring the key questions; 
Who are we? Why are we? What makes us special? Already 
we have discovered that a significant part of who we are can 
be better understood by looking at our history, both distant 
and more recent.  At Ahuroa we are very privileged to have 
a well established school and community culture - our Fair 
being just one example of this - even this community 
newsletter plays its valuable part.  Where we stand today is 
due to over 125 years of rich history, some of which many 
of you have played a significant part in. However, while we 
need to nurture and protect our valuable heritage - we also 
need to learn to embrace change. Why is change important?



I recently attended a very thought provoking seminar.  To summarise; the world 
around us is an ever changing sphere of new realities.  Daily we are confronted 
with new ways of doing things, new technologies, new inventions. We are living 
longer, changing quicker and needing to be more adaptable than any other 
generation before us.  To prepare our students for the world in which they will be 
living we have to be able to embrace change.

So what does the new horizon look like for not only us, but also our students?
With out a shadow of doubt many of the repetitive, non-thinking, sausage factory 
jobs are quickly finding themselves obsolete and being replaced by faster, more 
efficient robots. The reality is that although 10 years ago movies jokingly 
portrayed the new future of flying things delivering parcels, that future is now our 
reality. Just how far that reality had shifted shocked me as I sat listening to the 
seminar speaker.  For example, I had no idea that in America many of the cross 
country deliveries made by huge long-haul trucks were actually being made by 
robot driven 18 wheelers. The human at the wheel no longer make the decisions, 
rather is a precaution in case of disaster. The trucks navigate themselves, no hands 
on deck from despatch to delivery!

How can we prepare our kids for an ever changing world? From a large study of 
employers over the world, the single most important factor in employability was 
the ability to problem solve.  How can this be “taught”?

The New Zealand Curriculum not only sets out the framework for curriculum 
learning, but also has a section that looks at Key Competencies - “capabilities for 
living and lifelong learning.”  These five Key Competencies essentially provide 
problem solving life-skills.  They are: Thinking; Using language, symbols, and texts; 
Managing Self; Relating to others and Participating and contributing.  

At Ahuroa we have been covering these through our Learning Capacities. While 
we are currently re-evaluating how these line up with the Key Competencies, we 
are fully confident that we are meeting our strategic goal of growing together as 
confident, connected, actively involved, enthusiastic, lifelong learners - who are 
prepared to embrace our ever-changing world.

Term One….a few quick highlights 

During the summer holidays our staffroom received some TLC and a fresh coat 
of paint.  Our technology room is next! Our parent teacher meet and greet BBQ 
was a huge success and the perfect way to start the exciting year ahead. Our 
annual swimming sports day was held in front of a sellout crowd with 6 students 
going on to compete at interschool swimming. Students showed their support for 
kids and their families suffering from the effects of cancer by eating Ice-cream For 
Breakfast! Berger whānau took a trip to explore the Goat Island Marine Reserve 
while Turnwald and Sanderson whānau picnicked at the Warkworth river and 
visited Cria at Puhoi. Berger whānau have continued to benefit from the 
expertise of Science teacher Cath Heald and all of us continue to enjoy delicious 
Friday school lunches with thanks to Angela Gibson.  Students have also had the 
opportunity to participate in Robotics,  Art and Music courses held either during 
or after school. 

Term Two at “Basecamp” 

Our questioning “Who are we? Why are we? What makes us special?” facilitates 
learning through exploration and hands-on experience.  With the idea of school 
being “basecamp”, next term our “classrooms” will include the Auckland Museum, 
the Te Hana Marae, a neighbours farm and the Matakohe Museum.  These and the 
many other “extended classroom” learning experiences we have planned over the 
coming year will not only increase knowledge, but will also nurture those Key 
Competencies and Learning Capacities - providing further essential life-
experiences that grow and prepare young minds for happy and successful futures.

“….Where we stand today is due to over 125 years of rich history, 
some of which many of you have played a significant part in.”

Welcome to Ahuroa!
Ayla, Heremia, Waaka, Niamh, 
Tilly, Daniel, Georgia, Lars, 
Vincent and your families.



To help ease the transition into school, every Friday we open our new entrant to year 2, 

Reggio inspired, discovery learning program to all four-year-olds and their families.  Children 
are given opportunities to direct their own learning - based on their own interests - under the 
guidance of our junior teacher.  As well as growing their love of learning, four-year-old’s receive an 
invaluable ‘taste’ of school in a gentle, nurturing and caring way.  All are welcome! Tel 09 422 5898.

4 YEAR OLD
WHEN? 
Every Friday during the term 
10.50am-12.20pm

WHERE? 
Room 2, Sanderson Whãnau 
Ahuroa School

WHO? 
All 4-year-olds and their 
families are welcome!

COST? FREE!R DAYF SI

The new Health & Safety at Work Act 
came into effect at the end of Term 1, 
and has potentially significant impacts for 
schools. At Ahuroa, the Board’s 
philosophy is that we continue to engage 
students in a diverse range of 
educational activities - and don’t restrict 
fun - while ensuring that we are doing 
everything possible to identify and 
appropriately manage potential risk.

For the most part, this means business 
as usual, but there are some extra 
requirements, such as additional planning 
and risk assessment, and ensuring that 
the appropriate amount of experience is 
available, which will mean that there are 
not as many spontaneous activities and 
more activities that include multiple 
classes (and therefore teachers).

The board has been excited to see the 
progress of students and staff in 
answering our key questions for the 
year: Who are we? Why are we? and 
What makes us special? The learning 
opportunities that have branched off 
these are engaging students and 
providing a great context for the kids.   
At a board level, we’ll be diving into 
these as well, when the new board takes 
office in June, to properly contextualise 

the governance strategy for the coming 
years.  As part of this, the board will be 
looking to again get as much input from 
the community (parents, of course, but 
also the wider Ahuroa and Puhoi 
communities) to understand what your 
answers are to these questions. If you 
have any suggestions for how the board 
could best hear from the community, we 
would love to hear from you!  

The triennial elections for the Board of 
Trustees are nearly here - nominations 
are due between the 6th and 20th of 
May, and voting between 25th May and 
3rd June.  Almost anyone may stand for 
the board (only parents vote for these 
positions) - if you believe you, or 
someone you know, would do an 
excellent job governing the school, 
please see http://www.trustee-
election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee for 
general information, or contact 
chair@ahuroa.school.nz for anything 
specific to our school.

Tony Meyer, Board Chair 

To check dates and times of our next 
board meeting, please phone the school 
office 09 422 5898.

From our 
Board of Trustees

April 2016



All welcome! Email: tbutler@ahuroa.school.nz
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Classroom Spotlight:
Turnwald Whānau
Who are we? Why are we? What makes us special?

With the help of our families and our community, all 
students and staff at Ahuroa School are taking the time this 
year to explore the answers to these important life forming 
questions - in relation to themselves and their community.

Turnwald whānau began by exploring how it is that they 
learn, and the people and things that help them.  Activities 
included drawing self-portraits and developing a list of 
interesting words that they felt described some of their non-
visible characteristics. Through discussions they decided that 
we are a bit like a puzzle, made up of different pieces; our 
ancestors, our learning, and our own individual differences 
or characteristics.   

They next looked at their place in our community, and what 
makes our community special.  To begin with students learnt 
to be be able to pinpoint where they live on a map.

During one of their regular library trips to the Warkworth 
Library, students took the time to picnic at the river.  The 
Jane Gifford and a number of other historic boats were at 
the wharf and they were able to learn about how the river 
influenced life our past and why it was so important to their 
community.

They next took a trip to ‘Tiger Hill’ in Puhoi to see the baby 
Alpacas that have arrived.  Next term they plan to visit the 
Matakohe Museum to learn about early settlers, a Marae to 
investigate our early Maori pre-european community, and 
spend time exploring native Kauri bush on Antonia’s Farm.

The Great Flag Debate 

As an extension to exploring our community and country, it 
was impossible not to give some attention to the great flag 
debate.  Students began by talking about our flag, what our 
current flag looked like, and were asked to draw it.  There 
were some interesting misconceptions which led to a great 
discussion about our flag, and New Zealand history.  
Students then took time to design their own flags, talking 
about symbols and representation of New Zealand. They 
looked at the new designs on offer and had the opportunity 
to vote on which flag they would like to grow up with. 

What’s next? 

To help answer the question who are we, our photography 
club students will be working on a very exciting new project.  
Students will be inviting their grandparents (or similar 
generation) to spend some time at school with them.  The 
day will be recorded by our photography club and senior 
photography students from Mahurangi College.  Images will 
be featured during an exhibition being run in September at 
the Estuary Arts Centre in Orewa.  The project will also 
involve students spending time getting to know local 
residents from Summerset Retirement Village in Warkworth.  
Staff, students and their families from Mahurangi 
Kindergarten will also be participating in our project.

Over the holidays Berger whānau will be moving in with 
Turnwald while their classroom gets an upgrade.  During 
week two all our year 4-8’s will be on camp at Mangawhai.

Enjoy your holidays all.  Next term is going to be very busy!

Warmest Regards
Michelle Nell, Principal
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We have an open door 
policy at Ahuroa School.  
Please feel free to pop in 
any time. There are several 
ways to stay in touch with 
us and our community:

Visit us online
www.ahuroa.school.nz

Subscribe to our Broadcast 
www.ahuroa.cabu.school.nz

Friend us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ahuroa.schl

Check out our community 
website www.ahuroa.co.nz

Give us a call
09 422 5898

Email us
office@ahuroa.school.nz

Visit us in person
1349 Ahuroa Road
Ahuroa
RD 1
Warkworth 0981

2016 Dates
Term 2 2016
2 May - 8 July

Term 3 2016
25 July - 23 Sept

Term 4 2016
10 Oct - 16 Dec (TBC) 

Thank you to our major 2016 Fair, Feast and Fireworks sponsors.  Please continue to support local businesses that support us.
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