Introduction to
Scraperboard

Still life with pears
A tutorial by Joanne Stead




Materials

1 x A4 scratchboard
2 X scrapertools

1 x piece of chalk

¢tKS 060SIAYYSNINaA aONX <2 ) ‘iJ.V 4T Jf’! @/A\W@“@

(brand nameMelissa and Doug. It feels
like a cardboard andomes preinked in a
pack of 10 or 12 for $33 a sheet
depending which size you go for.

An economical clay-coated board for all scratching
sgraffito techniques using scratch pens, knives and blades.

| buy mine from Cavalier Art Supplies
www.cavalierart.com.au
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(21.6 cm x 27.9 cm)



http://www.cavalierart.com.au/

| used these two scratch tools for the still
life piece in this tutorial.

The one on the left has a diamond shaped
head andwe begin working with this one

The one on the right is curved on one side,
this tool is great for creating highlights over
a uniform texture.

| buy my scratch tools from Cavalier Art
Supplies (as above) and from Melbourne
Etching Supplieswww.mes.com.au

If you get stuck, a $3 craft knife from
Bunnings/ Spotlight will also do the job.



http://www.mes.com.au/

Sketch in your shapes with your piece of
chalk until you are happy with thenSoon
we are then going to use the diamond
shaped scratch tool to outline the main
shapesBUT FIRSWe need to think about
our key lines.

KEY LINES

With scratchboard we are saping ink
away to form our image, but we need to
leave some ink between the shapes to
define them.

In anticipation of thisnote that | havenot

joined up the main lines in the picture to
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connect to the stalk othe table)c | have

left space between them. You will soon see
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The key line, and the reason for it,
becomes moresvidentwhen we scratch to
either side of it. See how leaving the line of
black ink is necessary to define the pear
from the backgroud.

You can draw your keylines in by creating
double lines where you need to create a
division between shapes.




Scrape ink away from each shape by
following the line of the shape.

For example, for the pear use lines that
indicate the curved shapef the pear by
working from the outside in.




Complete the texture by scraping ink away
from all of the shapes in your picture.

For all of the work completed to date |
used the diamond head scraper tool.
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using the curved scraper tool. | use this
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and scrape more away where | want the

Image to appear lighter.

To figure out where to put these highlights
consider the direction othe light.

The direction of the light is obvious in this
composition because of the large shadow
to the right of the bowl.

The light comes from the left of the
picture. Therefore, put highlights on the
objects that face the left (the left side of
each object).



