
Compton Parish Council with the development of a fuller picture consider that we can no 
longer adopt a neutral position and wish to record our OBJECTION to the above planning 
application based on their following concerns: 
 
1 The risk of water contamination by acidization and chemicals used in the drilling 
process and the possible leakage of recycled "dirty water" spilling into ancient 
watercourses and fissures, rendering the area's aquifers vulnerable to pollution 
 
Compton Parish Council, without experts in the fields of drilling and geology, look to 
Chichester District Planning Department and the South Downs National Park Planning 
Department to provide reassurances from Portsmouth Water Company and the 
Environmental Agency on the risks involved. We are unable to provide our consent to 
any further drilling on this site without these reassurances, and we seek absolute 
guarantees that the water sources will not be compromised. 
 
2 Access to the Markswell drilling site is by country roads/lanes. These are of fragile 
construction with dangerous verges and although estimates for the increased traffic flow 
vary quite considerably the intensity of movement would cause the risk of damage, 
spillage and accidents over a long period. 
 
3 Compton Parish Council is unclear where "for making good" any damage or possible 
disaster caused by the project lies. The Parish would look to having a clear statement of 
responsibility for such an outcome. 
 
4 Compton Parish Council is very aware of the area's flood plains and the water damage 
the Parish suffers each winter and would, therefore, want confirmation that ground as 
well as surface water levels would not be interfered with. 
 
5. We, as a parish within the South Downs National Park, put the Applicants to proof that 
there exist exceptional circumstances for the development of Markswell Wood and that it 
is in the public interest.	  


