NAPA LIGHTED ART FESTIVAL
Call for Artists 2017
Overview
Thank you for your interest in the inaugural 2017 Napa Lighted
Art Festival (December 9-17, 2017). We encourage artists and
designers from all disciplines to submit and be part of the
festival. We strongly request you read all information closely
to ensure that your proposal is complete and is eligible for
jury selection.
Both artists and artist collaborative groups are encouraged
to apply to have an installation featured in the 2017 Napa
Lighted Art Festival. For 2017, 10-15 installations are being
sought to receive a stipend of $2,000. Artists interested in
submitting a proposal should consider both the audience
and the outdoor environment of the festival when proposing
a project. Each artwork on the Napa Lighted Art Festival will
be open and operational for all festival hours for each of the
nine nights.
The spirit of the Napa Lighted Art Festival is to embody the
following core concepts:
•
Innovative
•
Contemporary
•
Uplifting
•
Inspiring
•
Imaginative

The festival supports the innovative techniques using light
and light technologies as a growing art medium. We are
not looking for artworks where light is used only to illuminate
your work. Light itself in any form should be the actual artwork
and we require that the role of light be essential to your
concept. We also strongly encourage new technologies
and innovative use of light.
Artwork could include any of the following: Light art, Video
art, 3D video mapping projections and projects that use
technology or interactivity.
Submission deadline: September 19, 2017
We are looking forward to receiving your submission!
Napa Lighted Art Festival is a celebration of creative arts,
technology and light and we hope you will be a part of it
this year!

Local Arts Agency Partner

General Information

Jury & Curatorial Team

The Napa Lighted Art Festival will be a free open air festival
with the nighttime backdrop of downtown Napa. It is open to
all members of the public and will attract admirers from near
and far.

A distinguished panel of artist professionals will evaluate the
submissions for the Napa Lighted Art Festival.

Festival Dates: December 9-17, 2017
Festival Time: Daily from 5:00-10:00 p.m.
Artist Reception: December 9, 2017
Location: Various sites and buildings in the Napa Downtown
Area
Accessibility: The festival will draw audiences of all ages
and abilities. Young children, and patrons with mobility and/
or accessibility needs, should be considered when drafting a
submission. Please also consider if any accommodations will
need to be made to ensure that the submission, if realized, is
fully ADA compliant.
Copyrights: Any artist who submits a proposal will maintain
their copyright and ownership of their work. Napa Lighted
Art Festival reserves the right to reproduce images of selected
artists’ work for printed or internet publicity, collateral, map or
marketing purposes. The artist will grant the festival full rights to
publish images of the artist and the name and content of the
artworks at no cost.
Future exhibits: Napa Lighted Art Festival reserves the right to
use the selected art work for the following year festival to reexhibit if desired. The artist will be informed of the selection in
any future exhibits.
Questions: For any questions or assistance with completing
the submission, please contact Pete Hangen at phangen@
cityofnapa.org or 707-257-9957.

Lewis deSoto, Professor, San Francisco State University
Mechele Manno, Board Member of Arts Council Napa
Valley and Associate Dean for Napa Valley College
Milbert Mariano, Chair Department of Visual Arts, Pacific
Union College
Amy Owen, Curator, di Rosa Art Museum
Member of the City of Napa Public Art Steering Committee
Curatorial team consisting of City of Napa staff and the
lighting production consultant will conduct an initial review
of the submissions to ensure the applications are complete as
well as meet the artistic and technical requirements before
the jury reviews the submissions. The curatorial team and
the jury will select artworks that together form a coherent
and harmonious exhibition based upon the theme and core
concepts for the festival. After the selection process, the
curatorial team will continue to support all the contributing
artists.

Artwork Selection Criteria
Construction: All works at Napa Lighted Art Festival are staged
in the public spaces for a period of 9 days and this requires rigid
constructions. At times, the weather in Napa during the winter
can vary from year to year. Napa can be stormy, wet and
cold, so the technical feasibility, rigidity and durability of your
concept is of utmost importance.
Sound: The use of sound is not possible due to the area where
your artwork will be placed.
Period: Artwork must be available and provided to the City
by Friday, November 10. Festival will be December 9 through
December 17.
Visitor Experience: Please keep in mind that your work may
be positioned in pedestrian zones, sidewalks, parking lots, or
perhaps in a park-like setting. Visitors will be able to experience
your artwork from approximately 50-100 feet. They will expect
to be amazed as they walk from exhibit to exhibit but also
spend time at each installation. Community members and
visitors should enjoy sharing their experience with others and/or
have a deeper personal understanding about the relationship
between light, art and the festival’s core concepts.
Location: There are different types of locations along the festival
art walk route. Your work will be positioned in a pedestrian
zone adjacent to a private or public building, mainly along the
downtown corridor. The potential locations are included on
www.callforentry.org but are subject to change. Applicants
should consider locations and building dimensions when
preparing their submission. We encourage artists to assert that
their work is site specific only when its location is essential to its
expression and relates directly to the content. The artist may
suggest a location for the artwork upon submission; however,
the curatorial team will make the final decision in favor of the
entire visitor experience of the festival route.

Accessibility: Artwork and project is accessible to all visitors
and abilities.
Budget: In addition to the $2,000 artist stipend, we provide
a maximum budget for each location for the lighting
production of the festival. The artist shall use the Budget
Worksheet to provide all of the technical requirements and
expenses for the artwork. The project will be evaluated based
on a thorough and realistic budget that takes all expenses
into account and it makes clear that artist can produce the
proposal within the budget submitted. Submissions with an
unrealistic and/or incomplete budget will not go forward
before the jury.
Technical Limitations: The artist shall provide a thorough
description of the technical requirements for the artwork
detailed in the proposal. The festival strives to push the
boundaries of technology through art.
However, the
safety and well-being of the participants and property
are of the highest importance. Please consider the safety
considerations as people willl be moving through and around
the art installation. There may be limitations due to building
code and building limitations. Therefore, based on budget
and physical location, there may be limitations to achieve
technical realization. In some cases, a different approach
may be needed or recommended in consultation with the
artist.

Selection Process
Submission deadline: September 19, 2017 at 11:59 p.m. (PST)
Artist stipend: $2,000
Production cost: The technical lighting expenses is considered
a separate expense that the festival will pay for in order to
project the artwork
Submission: All artists must provide all of the following items with
their submission in order for it to be complete.
- Artist resume/CV
- Artwork images (2-6 images or 1-3 videos)
- Image list (Title, Completion Date, Medium, Dimensions, Time
Length, Description of tech specs, Short description of artwork)
- Budget worksheet
- Provide submission at www.callforentry.org
Review #1: All submissions will be reviewed by the curatorial
team to assess compliance with the requirements, technical
feasibility and overall quality of the submission. The curatorial
team will call the artist(s) to get more information or clarification
if needed.
Dates: September 18-22, 2017
Review #2: The jury will select the artworks for the festival based
on both the artistic impact of the work, the creativity of the
concept, and the alignment with the festival’s core concepts
and selection criteria list below. The jury will also consider
whether a submission fits into the overall selection of artworks
that together will create a cohesive and high-quality exhibition
but also demonstrating diversity in their techniques to represent
the festival theme.
Dates: September 25-29, 2017

Artist Selection: The curatorial team will contact approximately
10-15 artists of their acceptance into the Napa Lighted Art
Festival. In addition, the artists not selected by the jury and
applicants that were deemed ineligible for the jury review
will be notified by written communication.
Dates: October 2-6, 2017
Artist Contracts: The curatorial team must receive all of the
necessary paperwork back from the selected artists including
a signed contact and completed W-9 in a timely manner.
The artist contracts will entail many of the same details listed
in the Call For Artist document. An example of the contract
and W-9 form is available at www.naparec.com/napalight.
Dates: October 9-13, 2017
Location Selection/Site Visits: The Artist will be provided the
final location for the artwork with the contract. Site visits can
be arranged if desired.
Artwork Submission: The artwork must sent to designated
address on the form no later than November 10, 2017.
Installation: Installation of the artwork will be begin November
27, 2017 through December 8, 2017. The artists shall be
available by phone if needed if any questions or concerns
arise during this period. Artists may participate and assist
during the installation if available and will be arranged by
the curatorial team in advance based on the production
timeline.
Artist Reception & Accommodations: All artists are strongly
encouraged to attend the first evening of the festival
on December 9, 2017. Discounted accommodations at
specified hotels in Napa may be available for artists traveling
to Napa Valley.

