
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

OCRCC Newsletter 
   Spring 2017   

 
The OCRCC creates hospitable spaces for students, faculty and staff to 

explore Christian faith and to practice justice and mercy in God’s world. 

The Art of Listening 
Reflecting on Muslim-Christian Dialogue at uOttawa 

 

An end of year conversation with a group of OCRCC regulars went something like this: 
 

Me: “What was your favorite Feast & Faith night of the year?”  
Students: “Muslim-Christian Dialogue, hands down.”  
Me: “Why?”  
Students: “Because the conversation was rich and the types of hard questions 

being dealt with were thought-provoking.  Not to mention the atmosphere of the 
conversation was such a blessing.” 
Me: “What did you learn the most from that conversation?” 
Student 1: “While we have some big differences, we also have a lot in common.” 
Student 2: “I learned that I have work to do in my ability to articulate what I believe 
to be true.” 

 

In the spring of 2014 the OCRCC began a tradition of hosting a Muslim-Christian dialogue 
that has become a highlight and hallmark of who we are and the kind of hospitable spaces 
for conversation we create.  At the time I had developed a good friendship with the 
President of the Muslim Student Association and we agreed that we needed to find ways 
for Christian and Muslim students to build relationships. In the fall of 2016, it was music to 
my ears when I was meeting with the current MSA president and he asked about this year’s 
dialogue, “Some of the MSA students were asking when it was going to be.”  Both Christian 
and Muslim students appreciate these sacred spaces of conversation. 
 

This year, similar to previous years, our evening began with a meal and after supper I 
introduced the evening as a free for all conversation on Christian and Muslim beliefs and 
practices. I explained that I would refrain from speaking in order to allow for the opportunity 
for students to talk with students, without religious leaders, pastors or Imams, answering 
the tough questions.  For the next 3-4 hours they dialogued.  The discussion was wide  
ranging; what is the difference between Sunni and Shia Muslims, what is the Trinity, don’t most Muslims desire to impose 
Shariah, why do you believe Jesus rose from the dead, where do you find hope, what is prayer for you, etc.  
 

As I sit in the back of the room I am often intrigued by what gets discussed and sometimes I cringe (mostly at the Christian 
inability to discuss major tenants of our faith).  But what I see both sides doing is learning the art of listening.  There is 
something very Godly about the ability to truly “listen” to the people you meet.  When I consider this from an evangelistic 
standpoint, it is truly important to view the “other” not as a target for change, but a child of God that we get the opportun ity to 
know. In Deuteronomy 6:4 we read the Shema, “Listen Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” It is a prayer that begins with 
the word “Listen,” but not just to audibly hear the words that follow, but as an invitation to drink in God as God works in the 
world and in our lives.  If we wish to be witnesses of Christianity, we must first be listeners.  The Muslim-Christian dialogue is a 
space where we “listen” so that we might grow, be challenged and have opportunities to truly be witnesses of the resurrection. 

 

Chaplain Sid Ypma 
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Together We Stand 
Against Hate 

 

 
 

On January 29th, 2017, 
worshippers at the Islamic 
Cultural Centre of Quebec were 
attacked by a gunman during 
their evening prayers. 6 people 
were killed and at least 8 more 
injured. On January 31, the 
UOMSA hosted a rally/memorial 
where OCRCC Chaplain, Sid 
Ypma spoke on behalf of the 
Christian community at uOttawa 
in a collaborative stand against 
hatred. 



 

Friends of the Chaplaincy: Working Together for the Kingdom of God 
"Fundraising is also always a call conversion. And this comes to both those who seek funds and those who have funds. Whether we are asking 

for money or giving money we are drawn together by God, who is about to do a new thing through our collaboration.”  
– Henri Nouwen – The Spirituality of Fundraising 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ City: _____________________________________ 
 
Province/State: ___________________ Postal/Zip Code: _________________ Phone #: _______________________ 

 

I would like to receive Newsletters, Prayer Requests and Information about Public Lectures or Events through: 

Mail  Email  Both 

Please Send This Form (and gifts) To:     OCRCC – 1475 Merivale Rd. – Ottawa, ON – K2E 5N9 

 for monthly giving go to our website ocrcampuschaplaincy.org and click on Donate Now 

 

At a Glance 

 
Our annual Montreal retreat in January focussed  

on the book of Exodus.   
 

 
Thanks to the Youth Group of Calvin CRC, the uOttawa Chaplaincy 
Office could hand out care packages. Contact us if you would like 

to support this act of encouragement for next year. 
 

 
Biblical Formation Course members: Teresa, Stephanie, Stephen, 
Kara, Sid, Kyle, Saskia, & Seth (missing are Raina, Nikki, & Noah) 

 
 
 
 

Where Faith & Doubts  
Meet Bread & Wine  

@ Knox Presbyterian 
 

    
 

On Sunday March 19 and Thursday April 6 the OCRCC and 
Knox Presbyterian combined for two young adult worship and 
fellowship gatherings.  The two services were experimental in 
nature as we consider how something of this nature might 
become a part of the ministry of both Knox and the OCRCC.  
It was billed as an opportunity for people (particularly young 
adults, but all were welcome) to gather for a time of prayers, 
songs and scriptural exploration and share our joys, sorrows, 
questions and hopes in an honest creative environment.  The 
event, held in the chancel of the sanctuary, involved young 
adults participating in music and liturgy.  Pastor Jim Pot and 
Chaplain Sid Ypma alternated in leading parts of the 
gathering.  Said one attendee, “I think the most meaningful 
moment was sharing communion together while singing the 
beautiful Taize song. It gave a true sense of community and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit.” In the coming months we will 

be considering what our next steps may be. 

Feast & Faith Supper Meals 
 

Thanks again to all those who make meals 
for our Tuesday gatherings.  These meals 
bless students and create a hospitable 
environment for discussing Christian faith  
in every area of life.  If you are willing to  
make a pot of soup, chili or cook a  
casserole or lasagna in 2016/2017 please 
contact Meagan, Corey or Sid at 
ocrcampuschaplaincy@gmail.com  

or ph. 613-277-0037. 
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