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08-23-19 RevPam’s – Articles referred to in the meeting 

 
Below are some of the articles I mentioned in the meeting when sharing the word about the 
tares being sown into churches – “Angels Are Marking the Doorposts of Churches in 
Houston”. The Lord calls them sleeper cells that were born for such a time as this. They will 
sow much deception in the church and anyone who calls themselves an intercessor needs to 
know this and understand how to withstand them… fast, pray, and the Word.  

 
 
Marty Sampson's church failed him 
 
CP Current Page: Voices | Wednesday, August 21, 2019 
 
https://www.christianpost.com/voice/marty-sampsons-church-failed-him.html   

Last week, following the high profile falling away from faith of Joshua Harris, former Hillsong 

singer and songwriter Marty Sampson posted this on Instagram: “Time for some real talk…I’m 

genuinely losing my faith…and it doesn’t bother me.” 

The next day he deleted this post and clarified that he hasn’t fully renounced Christianity, at least 

not yet. Still, he admitted, his faith was quite shaky. He then reiterated his doubts and said that 

“the majority of a typical Christian’s life is not spent considering these things” because they fall 

into the “too hard basket.” 

Sampson’s claims, I’m sad to say, are not uncommon among young evangelicals. And let me just 

say this as directly and bluntly as I can: they reveal a failure on the part of the church to take the 

difficult but essential task of faith formation seriously enough. 

As I read through his description of what was happening, I thought to myself, “Which faith is he 

falling away from?” His words reveal a lot. 

First, he described a faith largely driven by emotions. Losing his faith, he said, did not bother 

him. In fact, he’s happy about it. So, if his doubts bothered him and his faith instead made him 

happy, would he then reconsider? 

The fact is, too many churches sell Christianity with feelings. We’re told how interested God is 

in our own happiness, our own meaning, and our own sense of purpose. But our feelings cannot 

determine whether or not something is actually true. 

Second, the faith Sampson describes is an uncritical faith. Science, he says, “keeps piercing the 

truth of every religion.” I’m not completely sure what that even means, but it seems to buy into 

the classic science vs. faith narrative. It’s just not true that science is ultimately opposed to faith. 

It’s not true historically, nor is it true today. Faith doesn’t need to reject critical investigation. 

https://www.christianpost.com/voice/marty-sampsons-church-failed-him.html
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Third, Sampson describes an uneducated faith. He claimed that “no one talks about” the seeming 

contradictions in the Bible, the fact that Christian leaders fall, or how a loving God can condemn 

“four billion people to a place, all ‘coz they don’t believe.” This of course is just not true. Every 

apologetics book ever written tackles these questions, and the issues he raised here aren’t even 

the difficult ones. 

Still, while Sampson is mistaken that “nobody” is talking about these issues, he’s not completely 

wrong in his critique. In fact, far too many churches avoid tough questions. Far too many fail to 

equip Christians on the current cultural controversies. In fact, too much of Christianity – 

especially evangelical Christianity – neglects intellectual discipleship altogether. Not even basic 

theology is articulated from some pulpits. I don’t know how else to say it: They fail God’s 

people. 

Fourth, Sampson also wrote that “Lots of things help people change their lives, not just one 

version of truth.” This statement reveals a misguided faith, one that smacks of what sociologist 

Christian Smith called “Moralistic Therapeutic Deism,” that the point of religion and faith is 

self-improvement. That’s not what Christian faith is about. Christian faith is discovering the truth 

about who God is and what He is doing in the world, and then through repentance and His grace, 

aligning ourselves to that truth. 

Now look, I have no problem with Sampson admitting doubt. Most of us, at some point in our 

journey of faith, will encounter doubt about God’s love, about Scripture, about whether Jesus is 

really God, any number of things. In fact, I discussed doubt with apologist Brett Kunkle recently 

on the BreakPoint Podcast. 

But Marty Sampson was a worship leader. He wrote modern Christian melodic catechism. He 

was tasked, as worship leaders are, with communicating theology to the body of Christ. 

Apparently, he was in a church where no one was talking about the questions he struggled with. 

The church failed him. 

In his book “The Fabric of Faithfulness,” Steve Garber wrote that the reason so many young 

Christians lose their faith is that their worldview isn’t “big enough” for the world. This is a 

depressingly accurate description of what we can expect from a generation whose intellectual 

faith formation has been neglected. 

--------- 
 

Marty Sampson posts list of Christian 

apologists days after saying he is 'losing' his 

faith 

Staff writer Tue 13 Aug 2019 13:22 BST 

http://www.breakpoint.org/2019/08/podcast-what-is-doubt-and-where-does-it-come-from-with-brett-kunkle/
http://www.breakpoint.org/2019/08/podcast-what-is-doubt-and-where-does-it-come-from-with-brett-kunkle/
https://christiantoday.com/reporter/staff-writer
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Marty Sampson(Photo: Hillsong Worship) 

 

Marty Sampson posted an intriguing update to Instagram on Monday of a selection of Christian 

apologists days after announcing that he was "genuinely losing my faith".  

The news of his departure from Christianity has shocked Christians worldwide as Sampson was 

for decades one of the most popular modern worship artists, starting out with Hillsong in the 90s. 

In the update to Instagram - since taken down - Sampson revealed how disillusioned he had 

become with the Christian faith because of science and "contradictions" in the Bible, and that he 

now regarded it as "like another religion".  

"Time for some real talk... I'm genuinely losing my faith.. and it doesn't bother me... like, what 

bothers me now is nothing... I am so happy now, so at peace with the world.. it's crazy / this is a 

soapbox moment so here I go xx how many preachers fall? Many. No one talks about it," he 

said.  

"How many miracles happen. Not many. No one talks about it. Why is the Bible full of 

contradictions? No one talks about it. How can God be love yet send 4 billion people to a place, 

all coz they don't believe? No one talks about it. 

"Christians can be the most judgemental people on the planet – they can also be some of the 

most beautiful and loving people... but it's not for me. I am not in any more." 

He added: "I want genuine truth. Not the 'I just believe it' kind of truth. Science keeps piercing 

the truth of every religion." 

Sampson is the writer behind a slew of popular worship songs known and loved by Christians 

around the world, including "King of Majesty", "Better Than Life" and "O Praise the Name 

(Anástasis)". 

His announcement has prompted a lot of soulsearching among Christians on social media, some 

of whom challenged his doctrine, although there were others who paid tribute to the impact he 

had on their faith.  

Rod Dreher, author of The Benedict Option, said: "Hillsong's Marty Sampson left Christianity ... 

but what he said when he announced his departure suggests that he was badly catechized and 

badly formed. This is not just a pop Evangelicalism problem, but something all Christians today 

have to face."  

Ken Ham, of Answers in Genesis, tweeted in response that "when [Bible] passages are properly 

understood, there are no contradictions". 

"This sad situation about this person is a reminder the church and parents need to teach 

apologetics to counter today's attacks on God's Word," he said.  

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/hillsong-worship-leader-marty-sampson-losing-faith/133017.htm
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While Sampson has removed the post announcing his departure from the Christian faith, he has 

since posted another update to Instagram giving some insight into his quest for "genuine truth".  

In the post, Sampson shared the photos of five Christian apologists and encouraged people with 

questions to check them out.  

The apologists were William Lane Craig, John Lennox, Ravi Zacharias, Michael Licona and 

Frank Turek.  

Sampson captioned the photo: "I don't know these men personally, but I do watch them regularly 

and listen to their arguments. If you don't know who they are, perhaps you may want to find out 

more about them."  

In a separate post, he shared a photo of Dr Francis Collins, former leader of the Human Genome 

Project, alongside a quote saying: "The evidence supporting the idea that all living things are 

descended from a common ancestor is truly overwhelming.  

"I would not necessarily wish that to be so, as a Bible-believing Christian.  But it is so.  It does 

not serve faith well to try to deny that."  

The former Hillsong worship leader is the second high profile Christian in the last few weeks to 

have renounced their faith after Joshua Harris, author of I Kissed Dating Goodbye, announced he 

had fallen away and was separating from his wife.  

Explaining his decision on Instagram, Harris said: "The popular phrase for this is 

'deconstruction,' the biblical phrase is 'falling away.' 

"By all the measurements that I have for defining a Christian, I am not a Christian. Many people 

tell me that there is a different way to practise faith and I want to remain open to this, but I'm not 

there now." 

 
---------- 

Famed Christian Songwriter Renounces 

Religion: “I’m Genuinely Losing My Faith” 

By Hemant Mehta  

August 12, 2019  

 

https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/08/12/famed-christian-songwriter-renounces-religion-

im-genuinely-losing-my-faith/  

https://www.christiantoday.com/article/i-kissed-dating-goodbye-author-joshua-harris-now-says-he-is-no-longer-a-christian/132922.htm
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/author/hemant-mehta/
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/08/12/famed-christian-songwriter-renounces-religion-im-genuinely-losing-my-faith/
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/08/12/famed-christian-songwriter-renounces-religion-im-genuinely-losing-my-faith/
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Another prominent Christian is now publicly saying he’s no longer a believer. (For once, Joshua 

Harris started a positive trend!)  

This time, it’s Australian songwriter Marty Sampson, well-known in the contemporary 

Christian music scene for his work with the bands Hillsong Worship, Hillsong United, 

Delirious?, and Young & Free.  

(Hillsong Church is a prominent megachurch based in Australia that puts special emphasis on 

worship music to draw in new people.) 

 

In a now-deleted post on Instagram, Sampson shared his doubts about faith, miracles, Hell, and 

the Bible. 

 
 

Below is a slightly edited version of the post via RELEVANT: 

https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/08/08/ex-purity-advocate-joshua-harris-angers-christians-by-going-to-a-pride-parade/
https://friendlyatheist.patheos.com/2019/08/08/ex-purity-advocate-joshua-harris-angers-christians-by-going-to-a-pride-parade/
https://twitter.com/hillsongworship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsong_United
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delirious%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsong_Young_%26_Free
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillsong_Church
https://relevantmagazine.com/culture/hillsong-songwriter-marty-sampson-says-hes-losing-his-christian-faith/
https://youtu.be/-f2mK2_vsBQ
https://wp-media.patheos.com/subdomain/sites/8/2019/08/SampsonFaithLoss.png
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Time for some real talk. I’m genuinely losing my faith, and it doesn’t bother me. Like, what 

bothers me now is nothing. I am so happy now, so at peace with the world. It’s crazy. 

This is a soapbox moment so here I go … How many preachers fall? Many. No one talks about 

it. How many miracles happen. Not many. No one talks about it. Why is the Bible full of 

contradictions? No one talks about it. How can God be love yet send four billion people to a 

place, all ‘coz they don’t believe? No one talks about it. Christians can be the most judgmental 

people on the planet—they can also be some of the most beautiful and loving people. But it’s not 

for me. 

I am not in any more. I want genuine truth. Not the “I just believe it” kind of truth. Science 

keeps piercing the truth of every religion. Lots of things help people change their lives, not 

just one version of God. Got so much more to say, but for me, I keeping it real. Unfollow if you 

want, I’ve never been about living my life for others. 

All I know is what’s true to me right now, and Christianity just seems to me like another 

religion at this point. I could go on, but I won’t. Love and forgive absolutely. Be kind absolutely. 

Be generous and do good to others absolutely. Some things are good no matter what you believe. 

Let the rain fall, the sun will come up tomorrow. 

As someone who spends a lot of time talking about it, kudos to this guy for finally getting it.  

The image he put alongside it shows Samson pushing down the temple pillars. As the Christian 

myth goes, after Samson’s hair (the source of his strength) was cut off, he was captured by the 

Philistines and had his eyes gouged out. But while in prison, his hair began to grow again and he 

regained his powers. When the Philistines later brought him to the Temple of Dagon, he 

summoned that strength to pull down the pillars and destroy the temple, killing everyone inside, 

including himself. 

In a way then, Sampson (the name is apt) is using whatever power he has to tear down the edifice 

of Christianity, even if he destroys his own career in the process. 

It’s too bad he deleted that post — and apparently every other Instagram post he’s ever made — 

because it’s unclear if the post accidentally went up, or if he had regrets, or if he just wanted to 

avoid the backlash. Ironically, Instagram’s suggestions of “similar accounts” may need some 

updating. 

 

It’s not clear when Sampson began this road to reality. I wonder if he had doubts when he was 

still writing Christian music or whether something specific led him to question religion more 

recently.  

Either way, it would be completely unfair to say he wasn’t a True Christian™. Yes he was. He 

just woke up. To suggest that he didn’t do his research or that he lacks awareness about Christian 

responses to his doubts is to minimize the intellectual journey he must have been on for who-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samson
https://www.instagram.com/martysamps/
https://www.instagram.com/martysamps/similar_accounts/
https://reformationcharlotte.org/2019/08/11/highly-popular-hillsong-songwriter-renounces-faith/
https://www.christianpost.com/voice/reaching-out-to-a-hillsong-leader-who-is-renouncing-his-faith.html
https://twitter.com/LivingGodsTruth/status/1160912848773496834
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knows-how-long. (Creationist Ken Ham attributes Sampson’s apostasy to not being fully 

indoctrinated: “This sad situation about this person is a reminder the church & parents need to 

teach apologetics to counter today’s attacks on God’s Word.”)  

Nobody makes an announcement like this on a whim, much less someone whose life and career 

was spent inside the walls of Christianity. With one post, consider how many friends he just lost. 

Consider how much of his life’s work is no longer a source of pride for him. What a courageous 

step he just took! 

A lot of Christians who go to churches like Hillsong will tell you that Christianity isn’t a 

religion, but a relationship. Well, not all relationships last, and some couples are better off 

breaking up, as hard as that may be. 

Maybe instead of asking what Sampson lacked in his life, his critics should ask what’s wrong 

with their faith that even one of the most successful spreaders of the Christian message 

eventually chose to walk away from it.  

(Screenshot via YouTube. Thanks to everyone for the link) 

----------- 

CP Current Page: Voices | Saturday, August 10, 2019 

https://www.christianpost.com/voice/joshua-harris-made-right-decision-heres-why.html  

 

Joshua Harris made the right decision, here’s why 

Joshua Harris made the right decision, here’s 

why 

By Will Vining, Voices Contributor | Saturday, August 10, 2019  

 

Joshua Harris preaching at Covenant Life Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland, on May 18, 2014, 

before he stepped down as lead pastor. | Screenshot: Covenant Life Church 

If we had more Joshua Harrises, progressive Christianity would cease to exist. 

If you’re in the know, lately there has been quite the buzz around Joshua Harris and his departing 

from the Christian faith. Most famous for his book, I Kissed Dating Goodbye, Harris has 

unintentionally fashioned himself in the image of a puritan since that point. 

Despite the saddening news of his loss of faith, I do commend him, as we all should. I wish it 

were not so that Harris lost sight of his first love, Christ. The circumstances and trials that 

brought him to this point must have been burdensome. Christian, do not be too hard on Harris, 

for one does not know where one will stand after passing through the furnace of God’s testing. 

https://twitter.com/aigkenham/status/1160879506414080001
https://twitter.com/aigkenham/status/1160879506414080001
https://youtu.be/-f2mK2_vsBQ
https://www.christianpost.com/voice/joshua-harris-made-right-decision-heres-why.html
https://www.christianpost.com/by/will-vining
https://joshharris.com/
https://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/8900337/type/am/https:/www.barnesandnoble.com/p/i-kissed-dating-goodbye-joshua-harris/1102305486/2682317894794?st=PLA&sid=BNB_ADL+Marketplace+Generic+Used+Textbooks+-+Desktop+Medium&sourceId=PLAGoNA&dpid=tdtve346c&2sid=Google_c&gclid=CjwKCAjw7anqBRALEiwAgvGgmwHWoPTqhknSX7vyLzzkFf3B9ULNj58anvD3nEzLdrTrV0p1DxvSWRoCFFMQAvD_BwE
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It’s when we dare to challenge our beliefs and ask the hard questions that we start to grow closer 

or further away from God. In hard times our faith is tested. When we look at the suffering of 

orphans in third world countries, when we look at a widow crying at the grave site we can be 

tempted to ask God; where is your sovereignty? 

In these fiery trials we find if we’ve been building a house of gold or a house of sticks which will 

be destroyed in the consuming fire of a just God. 

The reason I commend Harris is how he handled his departing. As I mentioned in my last article, 

A Warning Against Progressive Christianity, the progressive Church is full of those who made 

the same journey as Harris. The main difference between Harris and the progressive Christian is 

one denounced God and left the faith, the other molded God into the god they wanted, thus 

making an idol. 

For example, Harris struggled with how Scripture taught on homosexuality. He has since 

renounced his opposition toward the union and has made steps of amends with the LGBQT 

community. He did not try to manipulate the scripture as the Rob Bells or Jen Hatmakers of the 

world, he simply didn’t agree. Instead of trying to change the Bible, he walked away. 

This approach is the appropriate response. For Harris’ sake this is the healthiest way to go about 

leaving the faith. For example, if Harris decided to embrace a more progressive view of 

Christianity he would become intertwined with it. The false belief would slowly rot his mind, 

morals, and take him slowly further from God. He would then have to walk through a theological 

maze back to God to undo the lie of the progressive doctrine. On the other hand, completely 

rejecting the faith leaves him just on the other side of belief. 

One day, Lord willing, he might turn back. As the prodigal’s son realized his folly, Harris might 

do the same. In Paul’s words he was, “handed over to Satan”. Now, I’m not going to dive into 

the idea of, falling away or the possibility of losing one’s salvation. Is this a plausible result of 

Harris’ decision, I don’t know, but what I do know is that I will error on the side of grace; hoping 

one day God will restore his hardened heart. 

The Church is at a crucial point in history. A.W. Tozer makes a point in his book, Worship, 

about the falling away of the Church. He goes on to explain that each generation sets the stage 

for its successor. If we allow a false doctrine behind the walls of the church it will grow and 

begin to destroy it from the inside out. 

What we’re seeing in this time period is the fallout from the Boomers. A rebellious generation 

embracing postmodernism has created a younger generation of postmoderns. Like the Israelites 

mixing in idol worship, we see the Church mixing in idol worship in the form of postmodernism, 

which has birthed the progressive Christian doctrine. 

On the point of Harris’ announcement of leaving the faith. Here are some take-aways: 

https://www.christianpost.com/voice/warning-against-progressive-christianity.html
https://www.amazon.com/Worship-Reason-Created-Collected-Insights-Tozer/dp/0802416039/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Worship+tozer&qid=1565206185&s=gateway&sr=8-1
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Joshua Harris has made the appropriate choice considering his lack of faith. Obviously, we 

would like to see all believers hold fast, but he could have done more damage by trying to hold 

onto Christianity and embracing the progressive doctrine to solve his answers. 

I believe Joshua Harris stands closer to returning to God than a progressive Christian. As I 

mentioned earlier, a progressive will have to deconstruct what they have come to believe 

walking a hard road back home. All the while Harris is under no pretense that the God endorses 

liberal doctrine. It’s more so for him he does not agree with or believe in the God of the Bible; 

thus he’s leaving. Perhaps, he will one day see that God is good and is sovereign and return.  

Ultimately, we would have a healthier Church if more behaved in the manner of Harris when 

they have doubts that drive them from the faith. My hope is that all will cling to the Christ amidst 

the storm and accept by faith his ordinances. If one does not desire to hold on to Christ, then do 

as Harris has done.  

If one chooses to change Scripture they’re running further from God than those who denounce 

the faith. 

To the Joshua Harrises of the world, my hope is in your reconciliation. I pray all who have 

wandered, near or far, may still hear the call of our Father. 

 
 
---------- 

Skillet’s John Cooper on Apostasy Among 

Young Christian Leaders 

by George Brahm 

https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-

christian-

leaders/?fbclid=IwAR3KIjmHWd5gB_vKKBLtA7YZmMK4Y_jY_f_g5hH3xhKbMwZFMzKA

UENFduE  

John Cooper, lead singer for the rock band Skillet, responded to the litany of recent apostasies 

among young Christian leaders. In a Facebook post titled ‘What in God’s Name is Happening in 

Christianity?’ put up on Tuesday, August 13, Cooper directly addressed the reasons given by 

Hillsong songwriter Marty Sampson for renouncing his Christian faith, before highlighting the 

need for Christians to stay grounded in a truth-driven faith over an emotion-driven one. Here is 

the text of the post in its entirety (not corrected for spelling or punctuation): 

“Ok I’m saying it. Because it’s too important not to. What is happening in Christianity? More and 

more of our outspoken leaders or influencers who were once “faces” of the faith are falling away. 

And at the same time they are being very vocal and bold about it. Shockingly they still want to 

https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/
https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/
https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/?fbclid=IwAR3KIjmHWd5gB_vKKBLtA7YZmMK4Y_jY_f_g5hH3xhKbMwZFMzKAUENFduE
https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/?fbclid=IwAR3KIjmHWd5gB_vKKBLtA7YZmMK4Y_jY_f_g5hH3xhKbMwZFMzKAUENFduE
https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/?fbclid=IwAR3KIjmHWd5gB_vKKBLtA7YZmMK4Y_jY_f_g5hH3xhKbMwZFMzKAUENFduE
https://cogentchristianity.com/2019/08/13/skillets-john-cooper-on-apostasy-among-young-christian-leaders/?fbclid=IwAR3KIjmHWd5gB_vKKBLtA7YZmMK4Y_jY_f_g5hH3xhKbMwZFMzKAUENFduE
https://www.facebook.com/johnlcooperstuff/photos/a.2899206263638620/2899204140305499/?type=3&theater
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influence others (for what purpose?)as they announce that they are leaving the faith. I’ll state my 

conclusion, then I’ll state some rebuttals to statements I’ve read by some of them. Firstly, I never 

judge people outside of my faith. Even if they hate religion or Christianity. That is not my place and I 

have many friends who disagree with my religion and that is 100% fine with me. However, when it 

comes to people within my faith, there must be a measure of loyalty and friendship and 
accountability to each other and the Word of God. 

“My conclusion for the church (all of us Christians): We must STOP making worship leaders and 

thought leaders or influencers or cool people or “relevant” people the most influential people in 

Christendom. (And yes that includes people like me!) I’ve been saying for 20 years(and seemed 

probably quite judgmental to some of my peers) that we are in a dangerous place when the church is 

looking to 20 year old worship singers as our source of truth. We now have a church culture that 

learns who God is from singing modern praise songs rather than from the teachings of the Word. I’m 

not being rude to my worship leader friends (many who would agree with me) in saying that singers 

and musicians are good at communicating emotion and feeling. We create a moment and a vehicle 

for God to speak. However, singers are not always the best people to write solid bible truth and 

doctrine. Sometimes we are too young, too ignorant of scripture, too unaware, or too unconcerned 

about the purity of scripture and the holiness of the God we are singing to. Have you ever considered 
the disrespect of singing songs to God that are untrue of His character? 

“I have a few specific thoughts and rebuttals to statements made by recently disavowed church 

influencers…first of all, I am stunned that the seemingly most important thing for these leaders who 

have lost their faith is to make such a bold new stance. Basically saying, “I’ve been living and 

preaching boldly something for 20 years and led generations of people with my teachings and now I 

no longer believe it..therefore I’m going to boldly and loudly tell people it was all wrong while I 

boldly and loudly lead people in to my next truth.” I’m perplexed why they aren’t embarrassed? 

Humbled? Ashamed, fearful, confused? Why be so eager to continue leading people when you 

clearly don’t know where you are headed? 

“My second thought is, why do people act like “being real” covers a multitude of sins? As if 

someone is courageous simply for sharing virally every thought or dark place. That’s not courageous. 

It’s cavalier. Have they considered the ramifications? As if they are the harbingers of truth, saying “I 

used to think one way and practice it and preach it, but now I’ve learned all the new truth and will 

start practicing and preaching it.” So the influencers become the voice for truth in whatever stage of 
life and whatever evolution takes place in their thinking. 

“Thirdly, there is a common thread running through these leaders/influencers that basically says that 

“no one else is talking about the REAL stuff.” This is just flatly false. I just read today in a renown 

worship leader’s statement, “How could a God of love send people to hell? No one talks about it.” As 

if he is the first person to ask this? Brother, you are not that unique. The church has wrestled with 

this for 1500 years. Literally. Everybody talks about it. Children talk about it in Sunday school. 

There’s like a billion books written on the topic. Just because you don’t get the answer you want 

doesn’t mean that we are unwilling to wrestle with it. We wrestle with scripture until we are 
transformed by the renewing of our minds. 

“And lastly, and most shocking imo, as these influencers disavow their faith, they always end their 

statements with their “new insight/new truth” that is basically a regurgitation of Jesus’s words?! It’s 

truly bizarre and ironic. They’ll say “I’m disavowing my faith but remember, love people, be 
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generous, forgive others”. Ummm, why? That is actually not human nature. No child is ever born and 

says “I just want to love others before loving myself. I want to turn the other cheek. I want to give 

my money away to others in need”. Those are bible principles taught by a prophet/Priest/king of 

kings who wants us to live by a higher standard which is not an earthly standard, but rather the 

‘Kingdom of God’ standard. Therefore if Jesus is not the truth and if the Word of God is not 

absolute, then by preaching Jesus’s teachings you are endorsing the words of a madman. A lunatic 

who said “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the father except through me.” He 

also said that he was alive before Abraham, and to see him was to see God because he was one with 

God. So why then would a disavowed christian leader promote that “generosity is good”? How 

would you know “what is good” without Jesus’s teachings? And will your ideas of what is “good” be 

different from year to year based on your experience, culture trends, poplular opinion etc and 

furthermore will you continue year by year to lead others into your idea of goodness even though it is 

not absolute? I’m amazed that so many Christians want the benefits of the kingdom of God, but with 

the caveat that they themselves will be the King. 

“It is time for the church to rediscover the preeminence of the Word. And to value the teaching of the 

Word. We need to value truth over feeling. Truth over emotion. And what we are seeing now is the 

result of the church raising up influencers who did not supremely value truth who have led a 

generation who also do not believe in the supremacy of truth. And now those disavowed leaders are 
proudly still leading and influencing boldly AWAY from the truth. 

“Is it any wonder that some of our disavowed Christian leaders are letting go of the absolute truth of 

the Bible and subsequently their lives are falling apart? Further and further they are sinking in the sea 

all the while shouting “now I’ve found the truth! Follow me!!” Brothers and sisters in the faith all 

around the world, pastors, teachers, worship leaders, influencers…I implore you, please please in 

your search for relevancy for the gospel, let us NOT find creative ways to shape Gods word into the 

image of our culture by stifling inconvenient truths. But rather let us hold on even tighter to the 

anchor of the living Word of God. For He changes NOT. “The grass withers and the flowers fade 

away, but the word of our God stands forever” (Isaiah 40:8)” 

I am glad to see one of these ‘influencers’ come out in defense of the authority of Scripture and 

the importance of a robust faith that can outlast even the harshest of challenges. 

A popular rock band for over two decades, Skillet recently came out with their latest album 

‘Victorious’, available on their website. 

----------- 
 

Harry Potter being taught in the church 
 
 

-----------  

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/t/beginning-harry-potter-and-sorcerers-

stone.html  

https://www.skillet.com/victorious
https://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/t/beginning-harry-potter-and-sorcerers-stone.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/t/beginning-harry-potter-and-sorcerers-stone.html
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The Beginning: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone 

A young boy finds his purpose and begins to realize the value of standing for good—and against 

evil—in the first book of the Harry Potter series. 

Single Session Bible Study 

Ryan Hamm 

Overview 

In this opening volume of the Harry Potter series, J. K. Rowling introduces readers—and her 

hero—to the world of wizards, Muggles, Hogwarts, Quidditch, and Dumbledore. Often 

humorous and touching, the book follows Harry Potter as he discovers that he's a wizard, attends 

a wizarding school, and starts to understand his role in the ultimate fight of good versus evil. 

Does each of us have a purpose? Does God give each of us gifts? How are Christians to interact 

with the defenseless? How can we work for justice for the poor and the oppressed? What kinds 

of good things can become idols in a Christian's life? How can we avoid letting our desires 

become idols? What does the sacrificial love of Christ give to us? How can we express that to 

our communities? 

Table of Contents 

SCRIPTURE: Exodus 20:3–6; 1 Samuel 16:7; Proverbs 29:7; Matthew 6:19–34; 10:29–31; Luke 

10:30–37; 14:25–35; 15:11–31; John 13:1–17; Romans 5:8; 8:16–17; 12:10; 1 Corinthians 12; 

Ephesians 4:11–16; Philippians 2:1–4; 1 Peter 4:7–11; 1 John 2:15–17; 3:16–18 

LEADER'S GUIDE 

• Identify the Current Issue 

• Discover the Eternal Principles 

—Teaching point one: God created each of us with unique gifts and intrinsic value, no matter 

what those around us might say. 

—Teaching point two: No matter who you are, you are called to defend and care for those who 

can't defend themselves. 

—Teaching point three: Though there are many things that are right and good to like and desire 

on Earth, God doesn't want us to create idols out of them. 

—Teaching point four: Evil cannot touch the power of sacrificial love. 

• Apply Your Findings 

Based on Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, by J. K. Rowling (Scholastic, Inc., 1997) 
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Total number of pages—13 

100% Customer Satisfaction Guarantee 

If you are not completely satisfied with the product you purchase, please contact us and we'll 

provide your next one completely free! 
 
 
 
 
--------------- 

The Gospel According to Harry Potter 

 Danielle Tumminio Religion News Service  

 2011 8 Jul  

https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/the-arts/the-gospel-according-to-harry-potter.html   

(RNS)--I was 27 when I first taught at Yale, barely five years older than the 70-plus students 

who stood out in the cold to enroll in my seminar on Christian theology and Harry Potter. 

I'd been following Harry's adventures with interest since Christians discovered the characters 

used magic and began crying "Heresy!" As a committed Christian and theologian, I wanted to 

give my students an opportunity to assess whether these claims were true. 

Three years have passed since that first seminar, and the question I continue to be asked is 

whether Christians should avoid reading the Harry Potter books because the characters are 

witches and warlocks. 

It's a question that's getting renewed attention as the final installment of the Harry Potter film 

franchise -- Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -- Part 2 -- opens in theaters on July 15. 

My response is twofold:  

 First, I say, biblical writings condemn witchcraft because of the spirit in which it is 

practiced. When the people use magic with the goal of making themselves into a god, 

then magic becomes idolatrous. 

 Second, Christianity is defined by much more than its stance on witchcraft. It's concerned 

with how to love well, whether there is life after death, whether our mistakes can be 

forgiven, and what kind of hope there is for the future. 

In order to assess whether or not a work of fiction is heretical, Christians need to look not only at 

witchcraft but also at prominent topics like sin, salvation, and grace. In other words, Christians 

need a big-picture approach. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/help/faq/what-is-100-guarantee.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/help/contactus.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/the-arts/the-gospel-according-to-harry-potter.html
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Just as one can't read a paragraph of J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings and presume to 

understand the plot, or just as it's unrealistic to watch five minutes of Buffy the Vampire 

Slayer and claim to know whether Buffy and Angel will stand the test of time, so it's impossible 

to refer to a couple of scriptural verses about witchcraft and claim that those alone define the 

Christian worldview. 

If we look beyond witchcraft, what kind of message do we find in the Harry Potter series? That's 

what my students and I set out to discover by reading classical and contemporary Christian 

thinkers, and here's what we found: 

 

The Harry Potter books are unlike C.S Lewis' Chronicles of Narnia in the sense that they don't 

try to defend Christian doctrine or to teach the reader about traditional Christianity. Instead, they 

show characters -- like Harry -- on a faith journey in which they must learn to trust the love that 

Dumbledore teaches, even when that love seems powerless against the strength of the evil Lord 

Voldemort. 

Only when Harry and his friends learn to trust in that power of love can they defeat evil and 

transform the wizarding world into a place where -- as the Book of Revelation says -- there is no 

more pain or tears. 

In other words, it's not coincidental that Harry plays Seeker on the Hogwarts Quidditch team. He 

is, in many ways, searching not only for the golden Snitch but also for a way to be true to the 

concept of love, which in turn plays out in his struggles to love his neighbors and honor his 

parents. 

Harry's a lot like many modern-day seekers who find themselves on a journey, searching for 

ways to grow closer to God (who Christians say is love) and live more fulfilling lives as a result. 

When my first group of students completed the seminar, they, too, had gone on a journey. For a 

semester, they had an opportunity to ask the kinds of questions that Harry and his friends ask 

over their seven years at Hogwarts. As one of my students told me, "I came from a household 

where we weren't allowed to talk about religion or faith. Now I have a way to ask those 

questions." 

While my students didn't figure out all the answers to questions of ultimate meaning, the journey 

was worth taking. And perhaps it led them one step closer to catching that golden Snitch. 

Danielle Tumminio, an Episcopal priest and Ph.D. candidate at Boston University, is the author 

of God and Harry Potter at Yale: Teaching Faith and Fantasy Fiction in an Ivy League 

Classroom. 

----------- 
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/20/philadelphia-pastor-launches-harry-potter-sermon-series-in-
hopes-of-reaching-people-outside-the-church/  

https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/10-things-christians-should-know-about-the-episcopal-church-history-and-beliefs.html
http://www.amazon.com/God-Harry-Potter-Yale-Classroom/dp/0982963319/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1310138876&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/God-Harry-Potter-Yale-Classroom/dp/0982963319/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1310138876&sr=8-1
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/20/philadelphia-pastor-launches-harry-potter-sermon-series-in-hopes-of-reaching-people-outside-the-church/
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/20/philadelphia-pastor-launches-harry-potter-sermon-series-in-hopes-of-reaching-people-outside-the-church/
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Philadelphia Pastor Launches ‘Harry Potter’ Sermon Series in 

Hopes of Reaching People Outside the Church 

Image 

Source: Langdon Palmer  

Share Tweet  

 

By Lindsay Elizabeth  

Author  

 

June 20, 2019  

A large banner in front of Leverington Church in Roxborough, Pennsylvania has drivers and 

churchgoers stopping and taking a second glance.  

“Harry Potter Meets Jesus” the large banner in front of the church reads.  

https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/20/philadelphia-pastor-launches-harry-potter-sermon-series-in-hopes-of-reaching-people-outside-the-church/
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/20/philadelphia-pastor-launches-harry-potter-sermon-series-in-hopes-of-reaching-people-outside-the-church/
https://www.faithwire.com/author/lindsay-fuce/
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“I’ve always had a heart for trying to reach folks outside the church,” Pastor Langdon Palmer 

shared with Faithwire. “So, I thought it might be a way to build a bridge and introduce people to 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

Palmer, lead pastor of Leverington Church began an eight-week sermon series on May 12 and 

has seen an increase in his attendance since.  

 “People are literally saying, ‘I came because of Harry Potter,’” he said.  

Pop Icon Madonna Asks: ‘Don’t You Think Jesus Would Agree That a Woman Has the Right to 

Choose What to Do With Her Body?’ 

The prayer and discernment that went into the series prep 

Palmer did not just dive into this sermon series. Instead, he brought it before the Lord in prayer 

as well as bringing it before the elders of his church.  

“I went to my elders first before I did this,” he shared, emphasizing how seeking their wisdom in 

sharing a series like this one was crucial.  

Palmer, who has pastored Leverington Church for five years, told Faithwire that he almost did 

not do the series in fear of critics falsely thinking he was trivializing the Gospel.  

Advertisement  

“I really prayed a long time before I did this, I’m a born-again, evangelical Christian, and I was 

especially concerned that conservative Christians would misunderstand what I was trying to do, 

and think I was into witchcraft or think I was trying to create the church of Harry Potter,” he 

added.  

Palmer’s purpose is the opposite: He wants to build a bridge between non-believers and the 

church.  

Palmer’s heart for non-believers 

The lead pastor emphasized to Faithwire that his heart behind the series was the same that it is 

with every series: to reach both the churched and the un-churched.  

“I’ve always had a heart for trying to reach folks who are outside the church and who maybe 

don’t image the church is a place for them,” he shared. “I think there are a lot of really good 

folks who were in love with the series, including myself, so I thought it might be a way to kind 

of build a bridge and introduce people to the gospel of Jesus Christ, like a front door that made 

sense to them, using stories that they were used to.”  

http://levpres.org/harry-potter-meets-jesus/
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/19/pop-icon-madonna-asks-dont-you-think-jesus-would-agree-that-a-woman-has-the-right-to-choose-what-to-do-with-her-body/
https://www.faithwire.com/2019/06/19/pop-icon-madonna-asks-dont-you-think-jesus-would-agree-that-a-woman-has-the-right-to-choose-what-to-do-with-her-body/
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Since launching the sermon series, the church has seen an increase in attendance, half being 

around age thirty, then the other half dispersed up to people in their seventies.  

“I wasn’t directly targeting millennials, but it was more like I thought that this series would make 

sense to a lot of people that don’t normally go to church.”  

Palmer pointed out that the church is located in an area with a large population of people in their 

30’s, who probably grew up either watching Harry Potter or knowing what it was.  

Palmer added that he did not expect the sermon series to make the news, let alone hit major 

television networks.  

“I was just doing this for our neighborhood,” he said. “We put a banner out on our front lawn, 

we’re in Philadelphia, so I was hoping that people going by would say ‘oh, that’s really weird,’ 

or ‘that’s interesting.’” 

“It wasn’t like we were trying to get any kind of national attention, we were just trying to reach 

the folks in our community,” Palmer shared. 

The background 

In a post to Facebook in May, the church advertised the series, saying that the series would 

address a variety of difficult and often confusing question.  

“Do you believe in free will or in fate? Is life just random luck or is there a plan? Do you have a 

destiny or is life just what you make it… or is life just meaningless? If God is in control then 

how can my choices matter?” they asked in their post.  

Palmer explained that each sermon begins with a clip from a Harry Potter movie that 

encompasses an idea that he then compares to the Bible.  

“I think J.K. Rowling really gets the human condition,” Palmer, told Fox News. “You get these 

profound and moving scenes that depict what it’s like to experience prejudice, rejection, or being 

misunderstood…I went from a total skeptic to having the last book pre-ordered on Amazon.” 

In 2007, J.K. Rowling, an Anglican herself, admitted to MTV that there were Christian themes in 

her writing, which explains the parallels.  

“It’s probably the most significant, cultural relic of our generation. Whether people like it or hate 

it, it’s everywhere,” Palmer said about the series. 

The response 

As expected, Palmer was hesitant in doing the series because he knew the pushback he would 

receive from both Harry Potter fans and Christians.  

http://www.mtv.com/news/1572107/harry-potter-author-jk-rowling-opens-up-about-books-christian-imagery/
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“Overall the Christian response has been mainly positive,” he shared. “Most of the negative 

comments are from secular people who think that I am stealing Harry Potter.”  

Palmer added that now that the Philadelphia Inquirer and Fox News have published stories on 

the series, he is beginning to see negative comments.  

“I would say to the person who is nervous about this series, listen to one of the podcasts and see 

if by the end you feel like it is pulling people closer to Jesus or pushing them farther away.” 

The sermon series has reached an incredible amount of people in the Philadelphia area. Palmer 

shared one story of a young woman who had originally gone to the church’s Easter egg outreach, 

and then, after being invited to church, she attended the Harry Potter series.  

The woman, who had no intention of joining a church, now goes to service every single week. 

Not only this, but she wants to get baptized.  

Another couple, who had previously left a different church after being hurt, attended the series, 

loved it, and are now in a small group at the church.  

This isn’t the first creative sermon series Palmer has done over the years, in fact, it’s among 

many. He has done series on ‘Lord of the Rings,’ and a few different series on C.S. Lewis, like a 

‘Narnia’ series, and another on ‘The Great Divorce.’ 

“I see signposts to God everywhere, and I’m really just trying to honor that and do stuff that 

makes sense to people,” Palmer shared.  

Listen to ‘Harry Potter Meets Jesus’ here. 

----------- 
 

How the ‘Harry Potter’ books are replacing 

the Bible as millennials’ foundational text 

April 25, 2019 

 

 https://religionnews.com/2019/04/25/how-the-harry-potter-books-are-replacing-the-bible-as-

millennials-foundational-text/  

(RNS) — It’s a book nearly everybody knows, many of us nearly from birth. We reference it in 

our daily lives. We use its complicated moral systems to define our social and political stances 

and to understand ourselves better. Once we have read it, and learn the lessons considered 

therein, our political attitudes alter, making us more welcoming and more caring to outsiders. 

http://www.podpoint.com/Langdon-Palmer/series/harry-potter-meets-jesus
https://religionnews.com/2019/04/25/how-the-harry-potter-books-are-replacing-the-bible-as-millennials-foundational-text/
https://religionnews.com/2019/04/25/how-the-harry-potter-books-are-replacing-the-bible-as-millennials-foundational-text/
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Activists quote from the stories on placards to make their points at protests. Hundreds of 

thousands – if not millions – of people have written their own narratives in response to these 

foundational myths. 

I refer, of course, to the “Harry Potter” series. 

It may seem flippant to talk about J.K. Rowling’s behemoth young adult fantasy series as a 

foundational myth that threatens, at least among millennials and Gen Z, to replace the Bible. But 

the numbers bear out its place as mythical bedrock. Sixty-one percent of Americans have seen at 

least one “Harry Potter” film. Given that just 45% of us (and a barely higher 50% of American 

Christians) can name all four Gospels, it’s no stretch to say that Gryffindor, Slytherin, 

Ravenclaw and Hufflepuff are better known in American society than Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John. 

For politically progressive millennials in particular, “Harry Potter” is more than a book series. 

It’s an entire theology. While they rarely deal with questions of God explicitly, or propose a 

metaphysical theology per se, their explorations of good and evil are nothing if not cosmic. 

 

And when it comes to millennial religious “nones,” its moral teachings are certainly no less 

known or espoused than the Good Book’s. Rowling’s narrative is the story of the redemption of 

perceived outsiders — the children of mixed Muggle-human families — from the vengeance of 

the wizarding elites, who slur the Muggle-born as “mudbloods.” House elves, a species 

consigned to servitude, reveal their dignity through their bravery. 

Numerous studies have tracked a direct correlation between a budding political liberalism — 

particularly pro-immigrant stances — and the “Potter” books. Controlled studies show that 

reading passages from the books altered children’s views of strangers. 

Nor is Rowling’s message of tolerance the only way in which we overlay the moral and ethical 

systems of Harry Potter over our own world. Our enemies are Voldemorts or his followers, such 

as the repressive and sadistic Hogwarts teacher Dolores Umbridge. Never mind “Onward, 

Christian Soldiers”; we attend rallies on the most serious, and sacred, issues as “Dumbledore’s 

army.” 

“If HOGWARTS students can defeat the DEATHEATERS, then U.S. STUDENTS can defeat 

the NRA,” read one sign on the National Mall last March at the March for Our Lives, organized 

by survivors of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shootings in Parkland, Fla. Another 

read: “Dumbledore’s Army: still recruiting.” 

The difference, of course, is that “Harry Potter” makes no ontological truth claims. It advertises 

itself clearly as a work of fiction. Yet, for many nominal Christians as well as for the religiously 

unaffiliated, it functions as a paramount sacred text. 

Harry Potter and Albus Dumbledore in the “Harry Potter” film series. Photo courtesy of Warner 

Bros. 
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“Harry Potter” isn’t the only 20th-century cultural property to have doubled as a quasi-religion. 

As early as the 1970s, “Star Trek” – among the first “fandoms” in history – offered its devoted 

fans a vision of morality and the human condition rooted in the humanist, positivist secularism of 

its creator, Gene Roddenberry. 

Likewise, in the 1990s hundreds of thousands of nones identified themselves as Jedi, the priestly 

class of space samurai in the “Star Wars” movies, on national censuses in the U.K., Wales and 

Australia. 

But “Harry Potter” has garnered cultural capital on a far grander scale, due in no small part to the 

advent of the internet. 

Between the publication of the first “Harry Potter” book and the fourth in the installment, the 

number of Americans who used the internet increased by 500%. Internet fan culture, at the same 

time, went from being the province of coders and technologically proficient insiders to include 

the average, often adolescent, fan consumer. 

It’s in this intertwined history that “Harry Potter” most resembles the Bible. Scholars have long 

argued that the rise of Protestantism and that of the printing press were inextricably meshed, as 

Martin Luther’s tracts testifying to the power of personal faith fed a new means of distribution. 

The Reformation, in other words, thrived on the symbiosis between the ferocious demand for 

Luther’s controversial tracts and the new printing technology. 

 

Harry Potter, left, and Voldemort battle in a scene from the film “Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows – Part 2.” Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 

The rise of “Harry Potter” and modern internet culture is no less intertwined. The popular 

engagement with the “Potter” texts online brought millions to the World Wide Web, which in 

turn has indelibly shaped, and remixed, our approach to self and belief. 

A cosmic-level foundational story, disseminated through a new medium that celebrates not just 

personal experience but the reimagining and responding to (and, through the rise of fanfiction, 

even rewriting) “Harry Potter” grounds many millennial nones’ moral, political and ethical 

systems. 

The fact that the “Potter” series does not pretend to be anything more than fiction says a lot about 

what we require from our foundational texts. We buy Rowling’s language, her moral systems 

and her emotional tenor without needing — or wanting — it to make referential claims about the 

world, or God, out there. 

This reflects broader trends among religiously unaffiliated Americans and among American 

Christians, a record low number of whom — just 30% — now see the Bible as the literal word of 

God. Another 14% frankly call it fables. 

https://religionnews.com/2019/03/22/how-fan-fiction-gave-millennials-power-over-their-spirituality/
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Fewer and fewer of us need to believe in a text in order to take it, well, as gospel. 

-------     
 
Angels are marking the door posts of the churches  
 


