
AH Executive Director         
Appointed to CCEH Board

Always Home’s Executive Director, Jeff 
Anderson, was recently appointed to the 
Board of Directors of the Connecticut 
Coalition to End Homelessness (CCEH).   

CCEH is responsible for managing 
the statewide Homeless Management 
Information System (HMIS), leading the 
annual “Point-in-Time Count”, providing 
technical trainings, and educating policy 
makers and the public about homeless-
ness and resources needed to end it.

Serving on this prestigious,15-member 
Board, Jeff will work to advance CCEH’s 
mission to prevent and end homeless-
ness, and will advocate on behalf of the 
State’s homeless family population. 

119 High Street, Mystic, CT 06355 (860) 245-0222    alwayshome.org

According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition’s 
Out of Reach Report for 2018, Connecticut has the 9th highest 
rental costs in the nation. Spending no more than the stan-
dard 30% of income on housing, a renter needs to earn an 
hourly wage of $22.88 to maintain housing. That’s more than  
double Connecticut’s minimum wage. For low-skill workers 
who make less, housing often consumes more than half their 
monthly take-home pay. This is especially true of the many 
single-parent households Always Home helps every year. 

In FY 2018 Always Home served 231 families (729 family 
members including 435 minor children). Of this total, 173 
(75%) were single-parent households (14 single fathers and 
159 single mothers). These families struggle (cont. on page 2) 
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every month to meet basic living needs on low-in-
come earnings that hover near the Federal Poverty 
Level ($20,780 for a family of 3). Lashonda and 7 
year old Aaron (in photo) are one of those families. 

Abandoned by her ex-husband, Lashonda was left 
to care for Aaron on her own. Diagnosed with au-
tism, Aaron has had difficulty managing the strong 
emotions he feels, emotions that have been mag-
nified by no longer seeing his father. Determined 
to provide Aaron with the stability he needed, 
Lashonda continued to work hard in her human re-
sources job. She was making a sustainable wage, 
paying the rent and managing until a debilitating 
health crisis caused her to lose her job. For the 
first time in her life, this strong, capable woman 
was relying on friends and family to get through 
each day. When she turned to Always Home, she 
had no home and little hope.

Fortunately for Lashonda, Always Home, with the 
help of a generous pledge from Joyce Olson Res-
nikoff, has invested in below-market-rate rentals. 
By providing an affordable housing option for local 
families who are otherwise priced out of the rental 
market, families, like Lashonda’s, are given the op-
portunity to improve their financial stability, devel-
op good tenancy skills and build their savings.

The opportunity to rent one of Always Home’s four 
below-market-rate-rental units is giving Lashonda 
the hope she needed. In spite of the many person-
al tribulations she has faced this year, Lashonda is 
moving forward and thankful for each day. She is 
again able to give Aaron the stability he needs to 
develop. “I really appreciate everything [the] below 
market rate rental has done for my son and myself 
and they continue doing great things for us,” says 
Lashonda. “They are a true blessing to us!!!!!”

Message from Executive Director
Dear Friends, 

In May of 1997, a woman sought counsel from 
Rev. Ken Carpenter, the minister of Union Baptist 
Church at that time. She thanked him with a $1 
contribution which she put in a church envelope 
with her Mystic address. Six weeks later that same 
women slept on the church steps for three nights. 
She attended the service on Sunday and again 
left a $1 contribution. This time her address read 
“homeless”. In a period of just six weeks, she went 
from having a home to homeless.   

That single incident was the catalyst that moved 
Rev. Carpenter to organize local religious and civic 
leaders to form Mystic Area Shelter & Hospitali-
ty, now known as Always Home. For the past 20 
years, our organization has grown and evolved to 
helping more than 230 families a year. Along the 
way, Rev. Carpenter, our Founder, has guided us 
in our mission of Preventing Family Homelessness. 

Recently, Rev. Carpenter decided that it’s time for 
him to step down as a member of Always Home’s 
Board of Directors. We will miss his thoughtful 
leadership.However, I am pleased to say that we 
are not losing Rev. Carpenter completely. In the 
ground-breaking fashion that has always been 
Rev. Carpenter’s way, he now becomes Always 
Home’s first Emeritus Board member. I am also 
pleased to announce that Always Home’s continui-
ty with Union Baptist Church remains unbroken. As 
Rev. Carpenter retires from Always Home’s Board, 
we are excited to welcome Union Baptist Church’s 
current Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Lonnie Brown. 

w

Reverend Brown Joins Always Home Board
Always Home and Mystic’s Union Baptist Church share a special bond. The church is at the heart of our 
founding and has generously supported our mission for the past twenty years. So, it is with a deep respect 
and gratitude for our shared history that we welcome 
to Always Home’s Board, Union Baptist Church’s Se-
nior Minister, The Reverend Dr. Lonnie A. Brown.

Rev. Brown joined the Union Baptist Church in April 
of 2017, relocating from Maryland where he served as 
pastor of music and worship at First Baptist Church of 
Gaithersburg for 13 years. The convergence of music 
and ministry is a natural union for this Memphis native 
and trumpet player, who holds both music and theolo-
gy degrees from Oklahoma Baptist University, South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary and the Robert 
E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies.

Serving on Always Home’s Board is another natural 
partnering for Rev. Brown. “I am honored to follow in 
the footsteps of Rev. Carpenter who made service to 
others a centerpiece of this church’s faith and fellow-
ship,” shared Rev. Brown. “My greatest desire is to 
cast a vision of faith that leads people into action for 
humanity’s greater good.”

Rev. Brown brings to Always Home a dedication to community outreach and a continuation of the steward-
ship started by Rev. Carpenter two decades ago.  We are honored to welcome him to the Board.

At the State Level... On September 20th
Always Home’s Executive Director, Jeff Anderson, 
and Social Worker, Marlynn Benker, attended the

State of CT Governor’s Challenge on Family 
Homelessness. State agencies, policy leaders and 
regional CANs (Coordinated Access Networks) 
came together to set the bold goal of housing 360 
families by December 10, 2018. As part of a this 
larger statewide effort, Always Home, along with 
partnering agencies in the Eastern Region, will be 
working to house 77 families in 77 days!

At the Regional Level...  In an effort
to improve efficiencies, combine limited resources 
and share expertise, the Southeastern and North-
eastern CANs have joined together to create the 
Eastern Coordinated Access Network (ECAN). The 
mission of the ECAN is to prevent and end home-
lessness in Eastern Connecticut (New London, 
Windham and part of Tolland Counties). Working 
together, agencies will be able to rapidly coor-
dinate housing solutions for all people who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness. What does 
this mean for Always Home? 

Always Home will continue to serve our target 
population (families with minor children) in our 
service area (Southeastern CT, primarily New Lon-
don County). But we will also now have a stronger 
voice at the regional level to address housing and 
homeless issues on behalf of parents and children.  

News from the State and Region

A Most Deserving Honor Bestowed
At the annual meeting of Always Home’s Board of Directors on                                                      
October 10, 2018, Rev. Dr. G. Kenneth Carpenter was unanimously 
elected our first Board Member Emeritus.

As founder of the organization, Rev. Carpenter sparked the call to 
action that shaped our mission. For 20 years he has served on the 
Board of Directors, providing wise and thoughtful counsel as the or-
ganization has matured and strengthened. As a touchstone of where 
we’ve been, how far we’ve come and the direction in which we’re 
headed, it is a profound privilege to have Rev. Carpenter at our side.

Jeff Anderson, Executive Director

 L to R:  Jeff Anderson, Ken Carpenter and Bill Smith
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