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From the  

Executive Director

It’s been a little over a year since we 

moved in to the Food Bank of Central 

Louisiana’s Client Services Center. We 

are so pleased with our new facility 

and the ability to provide a more 

comfortable and secure setting to 

serve Food Bank clients, as well as 

more suitable office and work space 

for our staff.  

We completed the renovations to the Food Resource Center  

(Phase II) in July. This building is utilized as the Food Bank’s  

production area, providing adequate space for volunteers to serve  

in packing of food boxes, backpacks, etc.  

Phase III of the project began in July, with an anticipated completion 

date of December 31. The Food Bank’s ability to distribute more 

nutritious food is directly related to its level of cold storage capacity.  

Through this project, the Food Bank will more than double its cold 

storage capacity by demolishing the existing units, building new larger 

units that will be racked to optimize the height of the storage. This new, 

more efficient equipment will provide the ability to store the food that 

is currently being turned away, much of it highly nutritious produce.

When completed, the Food Bank’s three-phase project will nearly 

double our capacity of storing and distributing perishable food, 

increasing our distribution rate to 8.5 million pounds of food each year.  

Our goal is to distribute 10 million pounds of food per year by 2020.

The generous donations from the Central Louisiana community 

allowed us to meet the goals of our From Hunger to Hope Capital 

Campaign. Thank you for your continued support of our organization 

and mission.  

Sincerely, 

Jayne Wright-Velez,  

Executive Director 

Feeding America® Network Food Banks across the 
Country Promote Hunger Action Month™ 

This September the Food Bank of Central Louisiana together 
with the Feeding America nationwide network of food banks, 
will mobilize across all 50 states in an effort to bring an end to 
hunger. Hunger Action Month is designed to inspire people 
to take action and raise awareness of the fact that 42 million 
Americans, including 13 million children, are food insecure, 
according to the USDA.

In Central Louisiana more than 67,690 people struggle 
with hunger and may not know where they’ll find their next 
meal. That number includes one in five kids who may not have 
enough to eat. 

September marks the tenth year the Feeding America network 
of food banks has organized this annual call to action and tenth 
year the Food Bank of Central Louisiana has participated in the 
Hunger Action Month movement. This year, the campaign will 
focus on the strong connections between hunger and health. 

The Hunger Action Month 2017 campaign asks people to 
consider how it must feel to live with an empty stomach, which 
puts a healthy life and a promising future at risk. 

“It is so important that the people we serve have access to 
enough healthy food to reach their full potential; especially 
our children, who cannot grow, succeed or learn on an empty 

TAKE ACTION  
TO END HUNGER

...the goal of this campaign is to raise 
awareness about hunger and inspire 
Americans to get involved...
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 

or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal 

or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of 
communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 

audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency 
(State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Services at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any 
USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of 
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed form 

or letter to USDA by: 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 

D.C. 20250-9410

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The United Way of Northwest Louisiana 
recently announced their grant 
recipients in Natchitoches, Winn and 
Sabine parishes. Five area nonprofits 
received funding across Natchitoches, 
Winn and Sabine parishes in the amount 
of $57,500. The funds will be used for 
local programs in the areas of education, 
financial stability, health and essential 
needs. The Food Bank of Central 
Louisiana received $20,000 to support 
the BackPack Programs in Natchitoches, 
Sabine and Winn parishes, and the Kids 
Café program in Natchitoches. The Food 
Bank serves more than 260 children 
throughout the three parishes. 

United Way of Northwest Louisiana will 
award a total of $1.1M to 77 nonprofit 
programs. This amount is spread across 
their ten-parish service area. In 2016, 
more than 15,000 individual donors 
in more than 800 companies and 
organizations participated in a United 
Way workplace campaign. It is the fruit 
of these labors that United Way NWLA is 
able to award grant allocations.

We are thankful for our partnership with 
the United Way of Northwest Louisiana.  

United Way Grant Received to Help 
Support Children Hunger Programs

Thanks to the Vacation Bible School 
participants at Pineville First United 
Methodist Church who donated 1,547 
boxes of macaroni and cheese to the 
Food Bank in June. We love to see 
children giving to those in need.  

Mission Moments



In our region, one in five children 
struggle with hunger when away  
from school.  

A lack of nutritious food, especially 
in the earliest formative years, can 
have a lasting impact on physical 
and behavioral health, along 
with development and academic 
achievement.  

To combat the issue of child hunger,  
The Food Bank of Central Louisiana offers 
the BackPack Program.

The BackPack program meets the needs 
of hungry children at times when other 
resources are not available, such as 
weekends and school vacations. The 
backpacks are filled with food that 
children take home from school on 
Friday afternoons to provide food for 
the weekend. A donation of $150 will 
sponsor a child in the program for an 
entire school year.  

During the 2017-2018 school year, the 
Food Bank of Central Louisiana plans to 
provide the BackPack program to 1,260 
low income children.  

Capital One Bank
Junior League of Alexandria
Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund
Pineville First United Methodist Church 
Rotary Club of Pineville 
RoyOMartin
Southwest Beverage
United Way of Northwest Louisiana 
Walmart State Giving Program 

Thanks to the staff, customers, and vendors of Y-Not Stop who 
donated to their Y-Not Peanut Butter Drive. We are so thankful 
for their donation of $10,000 and 10,000 jars of peanut butter.

We are thankful for the following groups and 
organizations for their support of the Food 
Bank’s BackPack Program: 

Backpacks are filled 
with food that 
children take home 
from school on Friday 
afternoons to provide 
food for the weekend.

Backpack Program Goes Back to School

Mission Moments
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Glass Tint, Etc. and O’Reilly Auto Parts 
will host the Cajun Nationals Car 
Show September 22-24 with proceeds 
benefiting the Food Bank of Central 
Louisiana. This custom car, truck, and 
bike show will be held at Buhlow Lake in 
Pineville. 

The spectator entry fee for the event is 
$10 a day, with $5 off with the donation 
of five nonperishable food items. Two-
day passes are available for $15, with $5 
discount with food donation. Children 
under the age of 10 get in free. The 
vehicle entry fee is $35, or $30 with  
the donation of five nonperishable food 
items.  

This is the seventh year for this 
fundraising event which has raised 
more than $21,000 and 9,000 pounds of 
nonperishable food items for the Food 
Bank of Central Louisiana.    

The money and food raised at this event 
goes to support the Food Bank’s hunger 
relief efforts in the following eleven 
parishes: Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, 
Concordia, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, 
Rapides, Sabine, Vernon and Winn.

 Local Car, Truck and 
Bike Show to Benefit 
Food Bank 
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stomach,” said Jayne Wright-Velez, Executive Director of the Food Bank of Central 
Louisiana. 

I’ve spent many days on the road this past year, visiting food banks, food pantries, 
and meal programs and meeting people who are facing hunger,” said Diana Aviv, 
CEO of Feeding America. “I’ve seen firsthand the anguish that food insecurity and 
hunger can cause. It is always heartbreaking to meet a mother or father who fears 
that they will not be able to feed their children. They know that their children cannot 
reach their full potential if they don’t have enough to eat.”

“With the combined effort of Feeding America, the nationwide network of food 
banks and hunger advocates across the country, the goal of this campaign is to raise 
awareness about hunger and inspire Americans to get involved,” Aviv said. “The 
Feeding America network is leading the fight to end hunger in the U.S. We all have a 
role to play in getting food to our neighbors in need. Advocate. Educate. Volunteer. 
Donate.”

To learn more about The Food Bank of Central Louisiana and other ways you 
can get involved for Hunger Action Month in Central Louisiana please visit 
www.fbcenla.org or HungerActionMonth.org.

TAKE ACTION TO END HUNGER
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