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From the  

Executive Director

The Food Bank board and staff were aware that 

we needed more space to increase our capacity 

to store and distribute more food across Central 

Louisiana. The paradox was that while the Food 

Bank desperately needs more food supplies 

to serve the families in need, we were forced 

to turn away an estimated one million pounds 

of donated food per year due to the lack of 

refrigerated storage. Our cold storage units were 

built in 1996, and the Food Bank’s distribution 

had increased 72 percent since that time. 

Faced with the aging infrastructure of the Food Bank and the issue of turning away 

donations of highly nutritious food, the Food Bank’s Board of Directors made the 

decision to conduct a capital campaign to increase our capacity. The Food Bank 

Board has also created a facilities committee to oversee the development of this 

project and others for the future sustainability and growth of the organization.

The Food Bank implemented three phases of improvements to its infrastructure. 

The construction of the Client Services Center provides an environment for Food 

Bank clients where they apply for assistance with privacy and dignity. This building 

is connected with the Food Resource Center with a covered drive through lane 

between the two buildings. 

The Food Resource Center was renovated, and walk-in cooler and freezer units were 

installed to store the food at temperature until it is distributed. It is utilized as the 

Food Bank’s production area, providing adequate space for volunteers to serve in 

packing of food boxes, backpacks, etc. 

Phase III of this project should be complete by the time this newsletter arrives in your 

mailbox. This final phase will allow the Food Bank to double our cold storage capacity. 

We look forward to being able to utilize our new and upgraded facilities as we 

continue to work towards our mission of alleviating hunger in Central Louisiana. We 

are grateful for the financial support from this community that allowed us to meet 

the goals of this campaign.

Sincerely, 

Jayne Wright-Velez,  

Executive Director 

Good Food Project has partnered successfully with the 
Pineville Youth Center since July 2013. The program, 
directed by Al Peychaud, a retired educator, has been 
an especially needed resource that assists children 
with after school tutoring, provides a hot meal as 
a Kids Café program of the Food Bank of Central 
Louisiana, and a youth center that participates in the 
Food Bank’s Back Pack Program. The program is run by 
the City of Pineville and is highly regarded.

Peychaud was an 
immediate champion of 
establishing a “garden 
club” as a behavior 
incentive early on. 
The club began with 
approximately 15 kids, 
but through the years, 
has at times, swelled to 
average between 22-25. 
While the green space 
behind the center is 
not the ideal location 
for a garden, due to the 
shade thrown by some 
towering virgin pine 
trees surrounding the 
area, GFP staff and the 
committed kids have 

been able to grow vegetables ranging from broccoli 
and cabbage to turnips. In 2015, a chicken coop and 
chickens were added, along with a compost bin. The 
garden is comprised of in-the-ground, short lasagna-
style beds, a raised 4X8 cypress bed, and two large 
cinder block beds. The children have also gotten to 
learn about growing fruit by incorporating strawberry 
plants, fig trees, and blueberry bushes.

Good Food Project 
Aims to Inspire Youth 
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, 

and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national 

origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 

Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied 
for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities 

may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Services at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 

than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office, or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit 

your completed form or letter to USDA by: 

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Tunica-Biloxi Tribe and KALB-TV sponsor Food Drive benefitting the Food 
Bank of Central Louisiana

The giving spirt of the Central Louisiana community was apparent with the results of the 2017 
Christmas Cheer Food Drive. 110,435 pounds of non-perishable food items were collected from 
Avoyelles, Grant, Natchitoches, Rapides, and Vernon parish schools. Sponsored by the Tunica-
Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana and KALB-TV, 67 local schools participated in the drive to help collect 
food for the Food Bank of Central Louisiana.

The total amount collected in Avoyelles parish was 13,051 pounds, 3,614 pounds in Grant 
parish, 9,746 pounds in Natchitoches parish, 58,016 pounds in Rapides parish, and 26,008 
pounds in Vernon parish. 

The following schools led their parish 
in donations: 

Avoyelles – Lafargue Elementary (2,968 
pounds) and Avoyelles High School 
(1,958 pounds)

Grant – South Grant Elementary School 
(1,595 pounds), Grant Junior High (481 
pounds), and Georgetown High School 
(549 pounds) 

Natchitoches – East Natchitoches 
Elementary School (1,048 pounds), 
Cloutierville Elementary and Junior High 
School (1,346 pounds), and Natchitoches 
Central High School (2,157 pounds)

Rapides – Phoenix Magnet Elementary School (13,185 pounds), Pineville Junior High (9,478 
pounds), and Alexandria Senior High School (3,718 pounds). Phoenix Magnet Elementary 
School also took home the top prize for donating the most pounds per student (25.31 pounds 
per student).

Vernon – Rosepine Elementary School (3,384 pounds), Leesville Junior High (2,915 pounds), 
and Rosepine High School (4,511 pounds). 

Eight thousand dollars in prize money from the Tunica Biloxi Indians was distributed to these 
schools for their outstanding efforts to help the Food Bank.

“We appreciate the continued support of the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe and KALB-TV for sponsoring 
this food drive,” said Wright-Velez. “We would like to thank the students, parents, teachers, and 
school personnel who make this food drive a success.”

“We would also like to thank the local sheriff’s departments, the city of Natchitoches, and the 
many volunteers who helped during the week of the Christmas Cheer Food Drive,” continued 
Wright-Velez.

Christmas Cheer Food Drive 
Collects 110,435 Pounds of Food



The Food Bank annually gives awards to recognize and honor the individuals and organizations who demonstrate 
outstanding commitment to supporting the Food Bank’s mission of alleviating hunger in Central Louisiana. 

The 2017 awards include:

• Make a Difference Award –Jeffrey Botson 
• Member Agency of the Year – Mansura Care & Hope
• Receiving Manager of the Year – Kathy LeBoeuf 
• Retail Food Donor of the Year – Walmart Store #4295
• Volunteer of the Year – Ashley Blackwell
• Volunteer Group of the Year – Lagniappe Chapter of the American Association of Critical Care Nurses
• Volunteer Family of the Year – Jennifer, Rylie, Sadie, Callie, and Jude Sharbono
• Good Food Project Resource Volunteer of the Year - Jane Fillette
• Good Food Project Volunteer of the Year - Rhonda Laird
• Good Food Project Children’s Programs Volunteer of the Year - Dianne Melder
• Agency Volunteer of the Year - Beverly Baker, True Vine Missionary Baptist Church 

 The Sharbono children receive 
their award from Cindy Baker, 
GFP Gardens Manager, Dellon 

Ross, GFP Garden Support 
Staff, Jill Kelone, Food Bank 

board chair, Frances Boudreaux, 
Director of the GFP, and Jayne 

Wright-Velez, Food Bank 
executive director.

Food Bank of Central Louisiana Present 
Volunteer Awards

The American Legion Riders Post 145’s fundraising efforts 
raised $20,000 to support the Adopt-a-Senior program in Vernon 
Parish. We are so thankful for the dedication and support from this 
organization. In the past seven years, the American Legion Riders 
have raised $106,700 sponsoring 711 seniors in Vernon Parish. 

Thank You American Legion Riders



The Walmart Foundation announced it awarded 
$554,268 to Louisiana nonprofit organizations 
in 2017 as a part of its Louisiana State Giving 
program. The announcement was made at a 
“Day of Giving” event in Lafayette, Louisiana, 
where Walmart representatives awarded ten 
nonprofits with Walmart Foundation Louisiana 
State Giving grants totaling $469,268. During the 
event, Walmart thanked the nonprofits for their 
dedication to the state and presented funding on 
behalf of the Walmart Foundation so that each 
organization can continue or expand their work 
throughout Louisiana.

Every year, the Walmart State Giving program 
looks for organizations that address the needs 
of the communities they serve and make a 
significant social impact within Walmart’s core 
areas of giving: hunger relief and healthy eating, 
sustainability, women’s economic empowerment 
and career opportunity. 

“We’re honored to support nonprofit 
organizations that strive to strengthen the 
communities they serve,” said Reginald 
Guillory, Walmart store manager. “Each of 
these organizations demonstrates unwavering 
dedication to their community and we look 
forward to seeing how they can assist Louisiana 
residents with the help of a Walmart Foundation 
State Giving grant.”

The Food Bank of Central Louisiana’s grant will 
assist with their BackPack Program, which is 
designed to meet the needs of hungry children 
during weekends and school vacations.

By awarding grants that have a long-lasting, 
positive impact on communities across the U.S., 
the Walmart Foundation supports organizations 
that create opportunities for people to live better.

The Walmart Foundation 
awarded grants during 
Day of Giving
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GFP staff has seen many children come through 
the program and has been amazed at what the 
kids learn. The food they grow is used by the 
program, or goes home with them.  Participants 
are curious about the growing process, but also 
by the enticement of trying various fresh snacks 
provided each week by GFP. Snacks include fresh 
fruits and vegetables with a variety of grains and 
dairy products used, also. The kids have learned 
to taste foods they are not accustomed to and to 
learn how to prepare some of them by watching 
or participating in cooking and food preparation 
demonstrations.

One garden club participant, Fredrick, along with his twin brother, Raymond, 
have grown up in the youth center. Both boys have been tremendous helpers 
in garden club, but Fredrick has emerged as a young man who appears to have 
culinary skills in his future. He has gone from begging for a specific, much-loved 
snack, to assisting with snack preparation, to now making that favorite snack for 
his peers. Good Food Project is focusing on changing the culture of health for 
young people in Central Louisiana. This young man is a shining example of what 
programs that incorporate sustainable gardening practices and good nutrition 
curriculums can do to improve health outcomes for a whole region, one child at 
a time.

Good Food Project 
Aims to Inspire Youth 
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Second Annual 
Inglewood 
Classic

Come run the plantation at Inglewood 
Farm and support the Good Food Project. 
The Food Bank’s Good Food Project is 
connecting our community to its food, 
increasing awareness of healthy choices, 
making fresh, local produce more abundant, 
and bringing people together from diverse 
cultures to improve the way we eat.  

April 21, 2107 
8 a.m. 
Inglewood Farm, 6287 Old Baton Rouge 
Highway, Alexandria

$25 for 5K registration 
$20 for 1 Mile Fun Run registration

Register online at www.cajuntiming.com 

5k and 1 Mile Fun Run


